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court of j asi ice. If it's to awe common folkR, ami fri<:»'htoii

them out of tlicir seven senses, why tliere's better wiiyri

of doin' it by ti lonp; cbulk. I sbouM like to tell them'jt

story—tbat is, Avluit tliey call a "case in point," or ns
tbey say in lawyer's slang-, that goes on all fours with it.

Tlierc was a squatter in Tennessee, when I was on a visit

to my uncle i^euben, who was a perfect outlaw of a
f(!llow, and a terror to the whole ?v*-cinity. He had
always lived on the borders of civiliz.'ition, and hung* on
its skirts, as a burr does to a horse's tail. He Avas on
the rear, where he could not be seen, nor rubbed off, nor
pulled off, nor kicked off. He was a trapper that robbed
traps histead of setting of them himself; a dealer in

bosses he neether raised nor bought, and always Avent

armed with loaded dice, marked cards, and a capital

rille. He was an ugly customer, I tell you. He could

outrun, outride, outswim, outshoot, and outiic any whit(>

man or Indian in all Tenjiessee; he could out-Herod
Herod if he'd a been there. He used to say he was
the only gentleman in the country for he was the only

man that never Avorkcd. Though he didn't raise none,

be had a large stock that be taught to forage for them-
selves. He used to turn his cattle arter night into

other folks' meadoAv lando to eat up their grass ; and his

pigs into their fenced patches, to yaffle up their potatoes,

until they larned the Avay to go right in of their own
accord and helj) themselves ; and if the neighbours went
to him and talked of law, he'd point to his rifle, and
threaten to sarve them with notice to quit, till they
were skeered out of their lives a'most. Well, one poor
fcUoAv, who had his crops destroyed time and again, and
could get no satisfaction, and was tired out watchin'

night arter night, chasing the hogs out of his diggins,

thought he'd set a bear on 'em. So Avhat does he do
but catch the longest-legged pig in the herd, and sew
him up in the skin of a bear, coverin' him all over, head,

body, and legs Avitli it, and then, towards daylight, he
lets the drove out first, and the dressed one arter them.
When they got sight of him, off they set as hard as

they could lay legs to the gniund, took up the road tliat


