2 The Few who had appcaled unto Casar.

receiving from that quarter her Lucans, Senecaé, g{hd’ Tra-
jans. Cities lined the coast, prominent among which was
Gades, which yet, as of old, sends over the world its exports
of fruit and wine and oil. Perhaps Spain was more pros-
~ perous than now. Certainly Africa was much more,go. * '
Along the whole northern coast there was a line of nations,
rich in culture and prosperity, possessing great cities, which
sent over to Rome its chief supplies of grain. Carthage had
arisen from its ruins on a new site, and many capitals had
grown up in places which not long before had been the bat-
tle-grounds of barbarous tribes. Alexandria had already
reached a lofty position in science and literature, as well as in
commerce, and was yet advancing still higher. Over all the
country caravans pierced the desert, carrying civilization to
the savages beyond, and the whole land was going on in a
career of prosperity, which continued for generations with
various fortunes, till it was checked by the disasiers of the
falling empire, and afterwards diverted in a new direction’
by Mohammedan conquest.
_ From Alexandria came the largest ships and greatest
fleets ; for Roman pride was yet conveying to the metropolis
those enormous Egyptian obelisks which yet remain in the
_modern city ; and no small part of Eastern commerce came
up the Red Sea, to send through this -port, the spices, the
gold, the gems, the silks, and the rich tissues which were
demanded by Roman luxury.

Nor must we forget Palestine. Long since Hellenized
to some extent, and now partly Romanized, the people saw
their country filled with the symbols of Western art and, -
science ; but, in the presence of Greek-rhetoricians and
Roman soldiers, they cherished that fierce fanaticism which
blazed up in revolt at last, and was quenched “in the untold
agonies of the memorable siege of Jerusalem.

Beyand Palestine were the crowded regions of Syria #nd
Asia Minor, where there were cities such as Ephesus, An-
tioch, Smyrna, and Damascus, with many others, which
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