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characteristics, physical and mental, of the American aborig-
mes. The evidences which lead to this conclusion are well set
forth in Dr. Dawson’s recent work on “Fossil Man.”” Of this
early European people, by some called the Iberian race, who
were ultimately overwhelmed by the Aryan emigrants from
central Asia, the Basques are the only survivors that have
retained their original language; but all the nations of south-
ern Europe, commencing with the Greeks, show in their phys-
ical and mental traits a large intermixture of this aboriginal
race. As we advance westward, the evidence of this infusion
becomes stronger, until in the Celts of France and of‘the Brit-
ish Islands, it gives the predominant cast to the character of
the people.*

If the early population of Europe were really 51mllar to that
of America, then we may infer that it was composed of many
tribes, scattered in loose bands over the country, and speaking
languages widely and sometimes radically different, but all of
a polysynthetic structure. They were a bold, proud, adven-
turous people, good huntets and good sailors. In .the latter
respect they were wholly unlike the primitive Aryans, who, as
was natural in a pastoral people of inland origin, have always

Had in the east a terror of the ocean, and in Europe were;

within historic times, the clumsiest and least venturous of nav-
igators. If communities resembling the Iroquois and the
Caribs once inhabited the British islands and the western coasts
of the adjacent continent, we may be sure that their fleets of
large canoes, such as have been exhumed from the peat-depos-
its and ancient river-beds of Ireland, Scotland, and France,
swarmed along all the shores and estuaries of that region.
Accident or adventure may easily have carried some of them
across the Atlantic, not merely once, but in many successive
emigrations from different parts of western Europe. The dis-
tance is less than that which the canoes®f the Polynesians were
accustomed to traverse. The derivation of the American pop-
ulation from this source presents no serious improbability what-
ever.t

On the theory, which seems thus rendered probable, that
the early Europeans were of the same race as the Indians of

*“The Basque may then be the sole surviving relic and witness of an aboriginal west-
ern European population, dispossessed by the intrusive Indo-European tribes. It stands
entirely alone, no kindred having yet been found for it in any part of the world. Itis of an
exaggeratedly saggiutinative type, incorporating into its verb a variety of relations
which are almost everywhere elsa expressed by an independent word.” — “The Basque
forms a suitable stepping-stone from which to enter the peeuliar lingnistic domain of the
New World. since there is no other dialect of the Old World ‘\hmh 80 much resembles in
structure the American languages."—Professor Whitney, in “ The Life and Growth of
Language,” p. 258.

+The distance from Ireland to Newfoundland is only sixtegen hundred miles. The dis-
tance from the Sandwich Islands to Tahiti (whence the natives of the former group affirm
that their ancestors came), is twenty-two.hundred miles. The distance from the former
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