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INCREASING DEBT.

In a speech delivered at Gagetown,
N.B., Mr. Fielding boasted of his sur-
plus, which he claimed to be $1,576,881.
Nevertheless the public debt is steadily
growing. In 1896 it was $253,404,432,
and now it is $266,038,000, about four
and a half millions of the additional
having been made to it during the year in
which Mr. Fielding’s so-called surplus
was accumulated. Any man can save
money if he earns anything and goes in

debt :for what he buys, and so any fi-
nance minister can show a surplus, if he
is careful to charge up against his rev-
enue only such amounts as will leave a
balance in his favor. Mr. Fielding has
managed to keep his books so that he can
claim to have a balance on account, but
even he will not pretend 'that he has
the amount in cash in the treasury, ready |
to be applied on the expenditnre of the
current year. - The alleged surplus was
spent long ago and several millions more
with it.

Not only is this the case, but the abil-
ity to show even a nominal surplus is
not in any way due to the economy of
Mr, Fielding and his colleagues. - It was
quite unexpected. It came because times
became better, because our staples com-
manded higher prices abroad and we
were able to import more dutiable goods.
Hence we find the customs revenue
greater by a mililon than it was last
year, and when other tax returns are
published, it will doubtless be found that
there has been an -increase all along the
line. Increased buoyaney of trade has
given an increased revenue, and the ap-
propriations made by parliament happen
to be less than the income thus aug-
mented. This is what Mr. Fielding re-
joices in as a surplus. We say that
it came quite unexpectedly, for his bud-
get speech shows that he did not reckon
upon any such balance in his favor. If
he got half a million dollars, he told the
House of Commons he would be: satis-
fied.

The truth of the matter is this that
notwithstanding all the Liberal promises
of reduced taxation, redueed expenditure
and a stop to the debt-growing process,
“the people are paying more taxes than
ever, more money is being spent than
ever and the debt is being rolled wp
faster than for many years past,

THE FIRE TEST.

The most optumstlc individual will
hardly claim that the test of the water
pressure for fire purpeses, made yester-
day, gave a satisfactory result. There
was not nearly .enough pressure. For-
tunately we have not many lofty build-
ing; J.n Victona, and therefore the hand-
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means unfavorable to the development
of a high stage of civilization. The soil
over 8o vast an area will necessarily
present great variety, -but only a com-
paratively small extent of it is desert, the
remainder being for the most part fer-
tile and plentifully supplied with water.
Owing te variations in: altitude, the pro-
duets take a wide range. ‘The mineral
Jwealth of the country is reported to be
varied. and very great, but is necessarily
only imperfectly known.

There is much diversity among the
several races inhabiting this vast region.
Some of the tribes are stalwart and war-
like, ‘and, on' the other hand, there is at
least one race of pigmies. In some sec-
tions considerable progress has been
made towards civilization. In others the
most primitive barbarism exists. Travel-
lers say that there is a great diversity in
the color of the people, from the intense
black of the Nubians and the Niger peo-
ple to as fair complexions as those of.
average Europeans. There are tribes of
the extreme negro type—that is, with
flat noses; retreating foreheads and close
woolly - hair, and others that have feat-
ures similar to those of the Caucasian
family. For the most part they are
naturally fairly well-disposed towards
foreigners, although the effect of the
slave. trade has been to make them sus-
picious, blood-thirsty and treacherous.
The influence of the Arabs has been al-
most wholly for the bad.

Up to seventy-five years ago, a chain
of independent sultanates extended
across Africa, from the Niger to the
Nile, and they nominally exist to-day.
Mehemet Ali, first Khedive of Egypt,
brought the Sultans of Kordofan and
Darfur under his domimion, but the re-
gion around’Lake Techad has never ac-
knowledged any foreign suzerainty, un-
til within the last year or two, when both
the British and the French have elaimed
rights on the west shore of the lake,
which they appear to have been .able
to make the natives respect. The sphere
of influence of the British Royal Niger
company extends from-the rear of the
British possessions on the coast of the
Gulf of Guinea to the border of the
lake. There is little doubt that one re-
sult of Kitchener’s campaign will be
the extension of Anglo-Egyptian domin-
ion from the Nile to the east shore of
the lake, thus giving ‘Great Britdin con-
trol of a stirip of territory from one
side of Africa to the other; or, in other
words, of the central belt of the Soudan.
It is altogether probable that a light rail-
way will be built at an early day from
some point on the Nile—say Omdurman—
to Lake Tchad. This lake is one of the
most interesting bodies of fresh water in
the world. Its area " is estimated at
about 10,00Q square miles. It has no
outlet. It abounds with animal life of
all kinds. ‘Many islands. are encom-
passed = by its waters, and they are
densely peopled by a race called Bid-

o|duma, who have made very considerable

gnitude; but such streams as those
thrown from the hydrants yesterday are
wretchedly - inadequate for anything
more thdn a fire of moderate dimen-
sions.

‘What seems to be needed is at least
two more engines, or one engine and a
fireboat. The cost will be considerable
of course, but it would be the height of
folly to allow the city to go along with-
out adequate protection. The OColonist
has no desire to play the part of an
alarmist, but to remain - silent, when
abundant evidence has been given that
something more js needed than is at the
disposal of the fire department, would
be almost eriminal.

The city council need not fear to grap-
pel with the: question- of adequate fire
protection fearlessly. We saw in New
‘Westminster what a conflagration can
do when it once gets headway. Yet of
‘all the cities in the province, New West-
minster was supposed to have the best
water supply.- It had relatively a far
better supply than Viectoria has. The
people will support .the council in tak-
ing any well-considered steps to strength-
en the fire department.

THE SOUDAN.

What is the Soudan, of which so much
has been heard during the last fifteen
years ? The map-makess are not agreed
as to the answer to this guestion. Some
-of them ‘apply the name to the region
which forms the western part of what
we used to call Nubia, that is, the coun-
try on the west bank of the Nile, south
of Egypt proper and north of Abyssinia.
Lippincott’s Gazetteer, published in 1876,

says the name means “the land of the|

+blacks,” and applies it to the country
around Lake Tchad and the source of
‘the nger—that is, it excludes the whole
‘Nile basin from the description. Zell’s
Eneyclopaedia, gublished in 1879, au—
signs it to the same limits, and says it
has a population ‘of about 35,000,000:
Of late years the practice has been to
apply the name to the great belt of coun-
4ry- extending across ‘Africa from the
Gulf of Guinea to the Red Séa. Read-
ers ought to bear the above facts in
mind in conneetion with what may here-
after be printed in regard to the Soundan.
They. may meet with statements to the
effect that French influence has hitherto
been dominant in the so-called region,
‘but thig applies only to the portion of it
which was formerly known by the name;
thdt is, the western, and especially the
northwestern portion. = France has never
‘had. any standing in the Soudan east of
Iake Tchad.

Taking the’ whole area now. commonly
included ‘in. the Soudan, we have a tract
that may be' estimated at upwards of
3,000,000 square miles, with a population
that probqbly exceeds 100,000,000.  In
other words, it'is fully ds large and econ-
-siderably more populous than the United
JStates. © Although its latitude is .sub-

progress in arts, although they are
‘pagans, even Mohammedanism not hav-
ing been able to obtain any influence
over them. Their country is probably
the most thickly populated in the world,
it being said that there is a large village
for every square mile. Such are a few
facts: concerning this great portion of
the earth, which is now about to bel
thrown open to Anglo-Saxon. enterprise
and capital. There seems to be every
reason to believe that the people, under
a just and settled government, will make
rapid progress, and one day play a very
important part in the history of man-
kind.

MR. BOSTOCK AS LEADER,.
A correspondent says that the Colonist
does not do Mr. Hewitt Bostock, M. P.,
full justice in that it has failed to pub-
licly fecognize him as the Skookum Tyee
of the Liberal party. ' We should be
sorry to say anything to deprive Mr.
Bostock of his: honors in this' regard,
and are forced to admit that his more or
less fine Italian hand is quite obseryable
in recent political events in this prov-
ince. That he should aspire to the leader-

‘ship of his party is natural; that he has

already attained it is probable. = What-
ever position he may occupy in respect
to political acumen and knowledgé of
the necessities of the.province, he is
facile princeps among his political asso-
ciates in the matter of shekels, and even
our amiable friends of the Liberal party
are not indifferent to the music of jing-
ling coin or the gentle rustle of the per-
suasive bank note.

‘We do not ‘think that Mr. Bostock’s
leadership will commend itself to the
generality of people. ' He has been a
resident of the proyince for quite a long
time, ‘but his influence cannot be justly
said to have been beneficial. A He has
interested himself in business, it is true,
but his private means are so large that
thé question of profit has been with him
a secondary consideration, and the effect
of his competition has been pecuniary
loss to many and no advantage to him-
self. He has embarked in daily journal-
ism, and the produet of his enterprise in
this regard is:certainly unique. - It is
undoubtedly the lowest example of poli-
tical newspaper: work' which ‘Canada has
ever been afflicted with. We hardly
think that Mr. Bostock’s business record
in British Columbia-is of such a charac-
ter that people will weleome his ‘political
leadership. 'We do not wish to be mis-
understood in this reference.’ ‘There is
no . intention to imply that:he has not
paid his way, and paid it liberally; but
simply that his entrance ‘into British
Columbia business has not been for a
profit, but as a part’of a‘plan to ‘ad-
vance his pemonal ambition. .. Nor do we
leh to- say that this amb!t:on is’ not
 one ‘that is: pqrtgcﬂy leg ate. - What
we think the ' peoble will objéet to 18 his

equatorhl. the  climate, owing to the
meulnlﬂtm of thé country,is by no

employment of his wealth to force him-
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business enterprises, which confront
with ruinous competition men who must
make & profit in order to live, and by
means of a newspaper which appears
to have had for its sole object the villi-
fication of those whom he regards as
obstacles to his progress. For these
and other reasons, we do not think that
Mr. Bostock’s leadership, however wel-
come it may be to those who realize, or
expect to realize, some of the advan-
tages derivable from political association
with a rich and ambitious young man,
will commend. itself to the rank and
file of the political party, or gain for

and support of a majority of thé elec-
‘torate. Yet we concede that he is the
logical leader of the party, as things now
stand.

AN AUTHORIZED WRONG.

Mr. Wade, late prosecuting attorney
for the Yukon, is reported as saying that
the Pominion officials sent there were
allowed to stake claims. We assume
that Mr. Wade would not venture to
make such a statement if it were not
true, and being true, it discloses a very
extraordinary state of things. Most
men who went to the Yukon intending
to stake claims, went at their own ex-
pense and at their own risk. It was
with them a venture in the strictest
meaning of the word. Mr. Sifton’s of-
ficial prospectors took no such chances.
Parliament voted them salaries; the pub-
lic money paid for their transportation
and provisions; they were provided with
offices and homes at the public expense;
they were given access to the inside of
what every one in the country was do-
ing; and in addition they were paid
handsome salaries, the amounts being jus-
tified by the fact that they were being
sent to a distant and inhospitable part
of the Dominion. If Mr. Sifton had
appreciated the full value of the privi-
lege he was conterrmg upon his ofiicial
prospectors, he would bave not only have
saved the country the amount of their
salaries, . but might have made a snug
profit for the treasury out of it. Sup-
pose that he had advertised that he had
sundry positions at Dawson City to be
disposed of, entitling the holder to free
transportation into the country and as
. good accommodation after they got there
as could be provided, and that such
persons would have, not only access to
the records of what every one was doing
in the way of recording claims, but the
right to say what creeks should be open-
ed and when they should be opened and
to decide between conflicting claimants;
in other words, if he had offered to take
into the Yukon men to administer the
mining law, with the fullest privileges of
acquiring . mineral rights under
it, he would have found many people
ready fo pay handsomely for the privi-
lege. If he had advertised that in ad-
dition to the privileges attaching to
them, a handsome salary went with the
positions, his office ynnld have been be-
sieged -wij;h applicant& ready to put
up large bonnses to secure the appoint-
ments,

To one who looks at the matter in a
casual way, there may appear to be no
great objection to an official being allow-
ed to stake out placer claims: but to one
who has gny idea of the actual condi-
tions existing in such localities as Klon-
dike, such a privilege will appear dan-
gerous in the extreme, It practically
makes the -official, who should stand-im-
partial between contestants and between
the Crown and the publie, an interested
party in every clse. We do not mean
that he would actually be interested in
every case, but he has a possible inter-
est. Having the recognized right to
stake claims, no one can find fault with
him if he employs knowledge  aequired
officially to his own advantage and to
the disadvantage of others not in the
official ring. Think of the estimation in
which the people of Dawson will hold
the administration of the mining law
when they. learn that its administrators
have been given permidsion by the gov-
emment of Canada to directly profit by
the manner in which ‘they administer it.

‘We have heard of delay oecurring. in
pronouncing upon findings and of the
applicant, after waiting for days, find-
ing his application rejected and his claim
jumped by some one whe apparently got
a tip as t¢ the irregularity. Under the
law as ordinarily administered in Can-
ada the suggestion that such tip had been
given would be at once scouted as with-
out. the least warrant, but when we are
told ‘that the officers, charged with the
administration of the law, are authoriz-
ed by the government to acquire private
rights under it, a different complexion
is ‘given to the matter, the posisbility
of personal interest coming.in confliet
with official duty becemes apparent, and
the door is thrown open wide for the
perpetration of wrongs by men in office,
whose jdeas of the obligations of their
pesition may never have been very acute
or have become dulled by a haste to be-
come rich.

Regarded from the standpoint of honest
administration, we must class Mr.
Wade’s reported statement as the most
damaging yet made in connection with
the administration of the Yukon. It is
difficult to see how members of parlia-
ment, ne matter with which party they
are allied, ecan decline to condemn the
eourse which he says the Yukon officials
have been permitted to follow.. It places
Mr, Sifton in a remarkable hght be-
fore the people of Canada.

PLACER(MINKING IN THE YUKON.

The Winnepeg Tribune raises a ques-
tion as .to the permanency of  the
Yukon gold: fields, and it is based upon a
Toronto despatch stating that a Metho-
dist missjonary at Dawson said that the
rnsh into the cenntry had ceased and that.
the great guestion among the people now
‘was howto get out. We are all famil-
iar with this sort of talk here 6n the
Coast,' and no one is misled by it. One

self to the front by meanw of ‘so-called

man goes into a gold camp and reports

that political organization the confidence |

everything as promising as it can well
be; another goes to the same place and
sends back a story that the country is no
good. It is the same with all new local-
ities, even those that depend upon other
lines of business than mining. Undoubt-
edly there are hundreds of people in
Dawson, who would like to get out to
civilization again; but as a rule they are
of the class that would not make a suc-
cess of any undertaking. The popu-
lation of the Yukon has been récruited
from all parts of the world and all grades
of society. ‘The “Yukoners all called
themselves miners, but theé majority of
them were absolutely without experience.
A large proportion -of -them, as soon as
they were’ away froni thé restraints of
civilization, adopted. the traditional, but
wholly imaginary,” customs of mining
countries, and .were. lavish in their ex-
penditures and not particularly careful
as to their conduct. They thus added to
the handicap of their inexperience. Oth-
ers, with the best intentions and the
greatest prudence, found themselves un-
fitted ‘for the new work. Others again,
with experience, found themselves un-
lucky. Many people objeet to the use
of the word “luck” in connection with
anything but gambling, but it must be re-
membered that prespecting is to a large
degree gambling. Skill counts for some-
thing; industry for something; patience
for something; but pure chance counts
for more than either. A prospector goes
up one side of a valley instead of the
other- and finds rothing, while another
takes the other side and strikes it rich.
One man follows what seems to be the
best rule in selecting a claim in a ereek
of proved  richness, and finds' that he
has either hit upon a poor spot or one
duffieult to work or for some other reason
unprofitable. Another for the mere sake
of chancing it, selects a fractional piece
of ground that ‘évery one else has pass-
ed by, and takes out .a fortune. The
word “luck” may not suit the fine ethi-
cal ideas of some people, but until some
one 'suggests a better one to meet the
cose, most people will continue to em-
ploy it.,

Such are some of the reasons why so
many people are trying to get out of the
Yukon, but it seems to us that a small
area, which yields from eight to ten mil-
lions of gold during what is practically
the second year in which it has been
worked, and which has not been one-
third opened by actual mining operatins,
has a brilliant futpre before it.

TWEEDLEDUM AND TWEED-
LEDEE,

The immeétise difference that exists be-
tween Twéedledum and Tweedledee is
proverbial..' ‘Nations have gone to war
over it; churches have been rent asunder
because of it; society has been distract-
ed in' consequence of it, and life-long
friendships' have been smashed to smith-
ereens by it. It is now the domianant
factor in Bfitish Columbia politics:

Mr, Turier I has eighteen supperters in
I the leﬁslat‘ur&elect Nevertheless He
was, pemxffed by the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor to catry out nothing which he re-
commended’ ‘as Premier though it might
be perfectly proper in itself, - THis is
Tweedledum.

Mr. Semlin has also eighteen support-
ers in the house, but everything which
Mr. Turner recommended, everything
which he himself recommends, every dis-
missal which he orders, every appoint-
ment which he makes is all right and is
permitted 'by the Lieutenant-Governor
to be carried into effect. This is T'weed-
ledee, :

Can you ‘distinguish between the two
positions? - ;

A peculiar phase of this situation is
that the gentleman, who is responsible
for it, that is the Lieutenant-Governor,
had not the least intention of creating it.
He had no more idea, when he did away
with Tweedledum, that he should have
to put up with Tweedledee than a child
unborn, He supposed that he had
found something which was neither
Tweedledum nor Tweedledee in the per-
son of Mr. Beaven. Hence he is con-
fronted with a condition of things which
he did not for a single moment antici-
pate. This does not, however, make
his position any the less illogical. If
the ‘result of the elections left him no
alternative except to decline to recognize
Mr. Turner, the same result left him
no warrant for recognizing Mr. Semlin
as entitled to speak for the majority of
the people. * As a matter of fact, every
one knows that when the house meets
if the government elect a speaker, they
will find themselves in a minority. Noth-
ing can be absolutely certain in politics,
but ‘nothing can be more certain than
that Mr. Semlin will be defeated on the
Address if he succeeds in organizing the
house. Yet he is allowed to go on ad-
ministering affairs as if he had a parlia-
entary majority. If the Lieutenant-
Governor does not recognize the illogical
nature of his position, he stands alone
ic that particular. We believe that he
does recognizeé 'it, but does not see lus
way- ont.

THE PLEBISCITE.

To-day week the vote on-the prohibi-
tion plebiscite will be taken. It is de-

One objection to other votes in which
the question of total or partial prohibi-
.tion ‘has been involved, is that a very
large number of the voters do not go to
the polls.  Therefore, though in most
cases the result has' been favorable to
prohibition, it cannot be said that a ma-
jority of the people have declared in
fayor of it, - It seems probable that .a
majority vote will be cast for prohibition,
taking the Dominioh as a ‘whole, but
that this vote will represent a majority
of the voters is by no means certain.

The'very great gravity of ‘the question
renders it.one upon which it is the patri:
olic duty of every man to express him-
self “at: the “ballot bex. A prohibitory
law involves changes of the greatest and

most far-reaching nature., It touches

sirable that the vote shall be a full one.| -

——
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‘the question of taxation, business, social
‘and moral reform, the administration of
3ustice, and in fact every relation in
litfe. No voter ought to think of re-
fraining from recording his opinion.

If we may judge from the newspapers,
the discussion of the question has been
carried oa in all parts of the country
with extreme moderation. The press, as
a rule, has not taken sides. Most of the
prominent public men have also kept
aloof from the campaign. Notable ex-
ceptions are the Hon. Messrs. Foster
and Fisher, both of whom have spoken
en more than one occasion for prohibi-
tion. Some of the provincial ministers
in the Eastern provinces have also taken
part, but as a rule it has been left in
the hands- of others.- - The opponents of
prohibition hdve not been much in evi-
dence, although latterly they have circu-
lated considerable literature.

What course the government will take
in the event of a vote being cast in the
affirmative, representing a majority of
the electorate, no one can say. The
only logical course will be to follow it up
with a prohibitory law. If this course
is not taken the plebiscite will be a farce.

DUDES AND AMERICANS.

The Times seeks to justify the recent
dismissals from- the civil service by send-
ing out to the’ public statements to the
effect that the government is simply get-
ting rid of dudes and Americans. This
is certainly a statesmanlike reason ‘to
give, - It is also charmingly courteous.
It is .also utterly untrue.

The  persons dismissed so . far are
Messrs. Mason, Kains, Gosnell, XKennedy
and - Allan, Mrs. Campbell and Miss
Woolley. We learn from inquiry that
of all these people, Miss Woolley is the
only one chargeable with the enormous
_erime of having been born in the United
States. . As there is no evidence that
this ' incident occurred with her know-
ledge and consent, it seems rather hard
that she should have been sent adrift
without an hour’s notice, because of it.
It the object of her dismissal had been
to economize, and the choice had to be
made between two' ladies, equally effi;
cient, but one a native-born Canadian
and the other a native of the United
States, presumably the former would be
entitled to the preference, but even in
such a case the dismissed lady would
have been entitled to some notice. There
is a particularly hard feature about Miss
Woolley’s case, for another situation
was open for ker in the city, and was
only filled’ when the persons requiring
her services had made inquiries as to the
likelihood of her remaining in the govern-
ment employ. If she had been given a
week’s notice even, she would have found
the position available.

As to dudes, how ill the eplthet suits
the gentlemen above named, only those
who know them personally can fully ap-
preciate. ‘The next thing we shall hear

privdte secretary, or the sixth member
of “the cabinet,.as somie ¢ill him, de-
scrited as a dude. But as the publica-
tion of such a statement is intended to
mislead people in other parts of the
province, it may be well to speak a little
of the personality of the dismissed offi-
cials. Mr., Mason is a gentleman who
has passed middle age. He has been
identified with large business interests,
and in appearance he is simply like any
other respectable man of his years. Mr.
Kains looks like what he is—a practical
surveyor—a plainly living, plainly dress-
ing, unassuming man. Mr. Zosnell is
rather of a retiring disposition, a stu-
dent and worker. His attire is incon-
spicucus and certainly very modest. Mr.
Kennedy was the engineer of the provin-
c’'al building, and Mr. Allan one of the
watchmen. They are like njne men out
of ten who fill such positions.

It seems and in fact it is humiliating
to have to speak of such purely personal
matters, but under the Semlin regime,
as illustrated by the Times, the cut of a
man’s trousers may at any day become
a political issue, There is a rumor that
hereafter members of the civil service
will be required-to submit samples of
goods, out of which they Yropose to
have trousers made, to the inspection of
the sixth member of the cabinet, the de-
feated member for De;vdney, for his ap-
proval.

It may not have occurred to many
people that there is only one really
transcontinental railway in ° North
America, namely the Canadian Pacific.
The United States so-called -transconti-
nental lines do not extend east of the
Missigsippi. Only the Canadian line
runs on its own rails from docks on the
Atlantic to docks on the Pacific. There
is likely, however, soon to be another
road entitled to this distinction, namely
the Great Northern. Recently & power-
ful syndicate, at the head of which is
James J. Hill, of the Great Northern,
acquired the Baltimore & Ohio railway,
which has its own line from Chicago to
Baltimore and New York. ' The next
move of the syndicate will, it is said,
be the aequisition of the Chicago &
Great Western r‘ailway, which wilk sup-
ply a link between St. Paul and Chi-
¢ago, and-give the Great Northern com-
bination its own line of rails’ between
Seattle and New York?

- Referring again to the cultivation of
flax it is interesting to know that some
specimens of the product of British Co-
lambia were sent by the provmcial gOov-
ernment last fall to the flax ‘mills of
Dunton, McMaster & Co., Ireland, to
be reported on. : This flax was grown
from ' seed distributed under the direc
tion of Mr. Turner as minister of agri-
culture,
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will sbe “M#. 'Sword, the ‘new premier’s
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A telegram from Washington an-|

nounces that the term of . Sir Julian
Pauncefote as ambassador at Washing-
ton has been extended in consideration
of his eminent services. Great Britain
has had many able diplomats, but none
who filled so peculiar a post as that at
Washington with such general accept-
ance. He discharged his duties with
great dignity and shrewdness, and un-
questionably stands as high in the opin-
ion of the American people as any
United States ambassador has ever
stood in the esteem of the people of
Great Britain,  Probably Sir Julian,
when he retires from diplomacy, will be
created a peer.

The Vancouver World refers to the
ry that went up a few days ago as to
the duty of the Lieutenant-Governor to
insist that the house should be ealled to-
gether at the earliest possible day, and to
the singular silence of the press support-
ing the present government on that sub-
jest. Of course the World knows the ex-
planation. . It is quite well aware that
the length pf time by which Mr. Semlin
can postpone the beginning of the ses-
sion is the limit of his premiership. When
the house meets, the government will be
defeated, and then Mr, Semlin can retire
and enjoy his otium cum dignitate.

SAll the world is wondering at the re-
markable freedom from sickness of
Kitchener’s force. It is quite possible
that the strict rule adopted by the Sir-
dar against the use of intoxicants may
have had a great deal to do with it. Un-
doubtedly the usefulness of ‘intoxicating
liquor is fast becoming a rejected no-
twon among military men. The time was
when it was thought necessary to serve
out extra grog before a battle was to be
fought, but the experience of Kitchener
and some of the American naval com-
manders in the late war put a new face
on the matter.

A marked increase in lawlessness is
reported from Dawson City, and the ex-
planation given is that ‘the action of
United- States Collector Ivey, in
ing that.a. criminal, arrested in Alas!
for a crime committed in Dawson, shonld
be:set free because no‘extradition pro-
ceedings. had been instituted, has made|
criminals feel very much safer than they

 did, when the police could follow them

down the river to St. Michael, if neces-
sary. This state of things emphasizes
the desirability of arranging with the
United States ,government for recipro-
city in arrests.

The splendid effort which New West-
minster is making:'to carry out its plans
for the provincial fair will ‘doubtless.
meet with a hearty’ response from 'all’
parts of the provinee.. Let no one sup-
pose, however, that the Royal City
makes any appeal ad misericordiam, for
the exhibition itself is sure to be a very
fine affair, well worth going to see. Van-
couver is near enough to"ender the mat-
ter of accommodation of no importance.

We notice that the Boronto Globe con-
founds the C. P. N. with the C. P. R.
company, referring to the steamers of the
former as belonging to the latter. This
confusion between the two names is
quite. common among strangers, and it
may be well therefore to say that the
Canadian, Pacific Navigation company is
not in. any sense connected with the
Canadian Pacific Railway company, but
is a wholly distinct corporation made
up chiefly. of Victoria business men.

Non-treating clubs have been started
in the United States. They originated
as a joke, but are becoming very popu-
lar. . Every member promises never to
ask another member to -take a drink,
and wears a button for purposes of iden-
tification. Jt is said that commercial
travellers are taking hold of the matter
very ardently.

Rosslanders are beginning to chafe
over the fact that the papers will insist
in referring to their city as a “camp.”
When you come to thing of it the term
is a misleading one for a place with all
the et ceteras of civilization, including
a healthy municipal debt.

Judging from the prepamhons which
the Kaiser is making for his trip to

Jerusalem, one might be excused for|

imagh‘ing that. he fancies himself to be
about to imaugurate the Millennium,

A surplus of $1,575,881 is claimed: for | p

the last fiscal year. Yet additional
taxation is to be imposed in the way of
postage on newspapers.

We gare glad to see the Times uniting
with the Colonist in urging upon the
civic authorities the necessity tor pro-
viding better fire preteétion.

e N et e

In a moment of contrition the Prov-
ince expresses a hope that the spirit of
honesty, which has lain dormant in so
many people in British Columbia, will
awaken to, new life., We shall watch
the columns of our contemponry with in-
terest to see if, its apparent change of

#| heart is real or only a fit of hysterics.
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PILLS.

~ CURE

Headache and relisveall the troubles inef.
ﬂont to a bilious state of the system, such ag
Dizzinees, Nausea, Drowsiness, Distrs<s after
uﬁng.?l.lnln the Sldo, &o. While thelr mo.g

has been shown in

— SIcK

Headache, Carter’s Little Liver Pills
.quﬂlyvdmbh‘uw in Constipat ign.cw.gt;ndix:
while
oomotﬂldhordnﬂo?thoctamnch.lﬂmnl:at;:
thebowels. Even if theyouly

“"HEAD

Mathqmmhdmutmle- to those who

this distressing complaint; but fortu.
muly their, does notend here,and those
.ble ln lomy

do without thcm. Bnt

ACHE

5 the bane of -ommyum that here is where
:&mudoonr‘fxut & Our pills cure it while
ers do no'
cum'- Lnﬂo Liver Pillsare very small and
wery easy to take, Cncortwo
'A'hayummouyvq
gnﬁnm. lnvmni
by druggists everywhere, or sent by mail.

CARTER MEDICINE CO., New York,

Sml Al fmall Doss Small Priog

The - Nelson Miner, which does not
think that Mr., Vernon made a good
agent-general, believes that the office
ought to be maintained. It says the
government should weigh the matter well
before discontinuing it.

in“!’»ww

Captain Paget, R. N., has arrived at
the conclusion that Cervera'’s sortie from
Santiago was foolhardy. It hardly called
for A npva.l edncation to determine that

. ; P e

It a the ~licence commis-
done: oge(rnu%fm ‘arrived at the con-
clusion that saloons may be kept open on
- plebiscite day. o,

..—-,—a——-—-—
SHORT DESPATCHES.

“‘Three men strangled Andrew Casso-
gue to death yeste: in his bedroom in
a tenement house Seventh street,

illiamsburg, N. Y They also dttempt-

ed to strangle his wife, who was sleep-
ing by her husba_nd’ side, but was
aroused, making her escape, gave
the alnnn. i‘he woman then discovered
h her husband had placed un-

der his pillow before retiring, had gone.
The police found two men runming from
‘the house and arrested them. They

; ‘ﬁme:heir names as Michael Siegel ‘and

“Thomas, and said they knew noth-
ing about the crime.

The ravages of disease are gradually
sapping the life out of former Ambassa~
dor Bayard, and he continually loses
xtound although his wonderful constitu-
tion makes a strong resistance. He pass-
ed a restless night and to-day will be
considerably worse than at any time dur
ing his sickness. The end is looked for
in"the course of a few days, although he
will probably have a number of rallies.

In the conrse of the German Emperor's
first day’s - shoeting at Hubertaustock
yesterday His Majegty brought down
ten splendid sta

The London Dail News says the
Philippines are McKinley’s Old Man of
the Sea. and the mere cooling of the
annexation fever will not shake him off.
Aguinalde’s message to the ‘Associated
Press is couched in the language of sus-
piciously ‘tnutological protestation, and
comes rather late in the day. Aguinaldo
himself could hardly expect his version
to be- grcferred to that of General Otis.

estructive hurricane yesterday
swept over the southern part of Spain,
doing great damage in the provinces of
Seville and Grenada. Six persons fell
victims to the storm at Guadrix, in the
province of Grenada.

At a public meeting in Kingston Ja-
maica, for the purpose of discussing the
posibilities of raising funds for the re-
litf of the sufferers from the recent hur-
ricane, whigh swept over the West In-
dian islands, the Archbishop of the West
Tndies declared that the conditions in Ja-
maica were such that it was not possible
to do more than emphasize an expression
of sympathy with those who were in
ueed of help.

r. Kranz, of the Furopean union of as-

mers? cables to Messrs. Chandler &
thehle, of Boston, the discovery of a star-
like' consteHation in the centre of the nebu-
lae of Andromedn and Romeda.

S tehes to Bradstreet's indi-
eate amor more important changes i
available supply last Saturday - com-
E:red with the ogoecedlng Saturday: An

crease of bushels at Manitoba

orage points and 122,000 bushels at Fort
Wllllam and Keewatin.

The diplomatic representatives of Russia,
France, Belgium, Spain and Hollard, have
called upon Hung Chang to cond e with
m upon, h!l dismissal from the Chinese
foreign office. Much comment has been ex-
cited by the action of those ministers.

Governor Pringle’s unanimous re-nomina-
tion by the republicans of Michigan is con-
sidered to-be a certainty by the crowd of
delegates, party leaders and candidates
now. gathe in Detroit. It is freely ad-
mitted that the conservatlves of the party
that the governor’s srength with the peo-
ple, compels the support of republicans,
fpcluding those who do not approve of all

he governor’s acts.

Thée National Zeitung asserts upon th(:
highest authority that the personal estate
of Prince Bismarck does not represent as
much as 2,500,000.marks (about ,000).

A ‘despatch ‘to-the Central News tr;n;]l
Candia says that Col. Chermside, Brit sd
military attache at _Constantinople, an
formerly the co?dmattlnlder of ;g; cétav‘_ sga;;t

ere a
i d whotﬁ;ﬂgﬂtlsh gunboat Halcyon, is

gntlnulng inquirfes into the situation there
secre!
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TRADE -OF

Pacifiec Coast Souty
Also Flouris§
Fluetu

New York, Sept 3
morrow will say:—H
velopments manifes
among the lines prev

mv'nmble conditig

year, however, resul
conditions in Califo
were less favorable
and failures are downl
the east the least fa
tinue to come from
‘Wool is quiet and 1
not encouraged to b
of the moderate tradi
Canadian buying of
Boston is noted.
better distribution bul
settling influence of]
material, and print cl
weaker. Activity in
facture continues ung
conditions are report
of a further moderate
has increased particul
try to-day, general_l
cheapest market for
world. The export trad
Northern points cont]
and another advance
reported by some ia
cerns.

Business failures in
for the week numbe
last week, but comparg
week a year. ago.

The clearances for 4
Canada were:—Mont
increase 15.4 per cent.
159 increase 9.1 per:
$1,551,151 decroase 23
fax, $1 153,816 incrd
Hamilton, $712,519 d
cent.; St. John, $637,

New York, Sept. 2
to-morrow will say:—
of reports from Cs
more favorable this
to the movements of
Halifax trade is gettin
with prospects regard
for the fall, and yet co
what slow: Trade in

by #

attracted a number of
treal a gradual impro
values of cheese and
trade and collections a
_is firm without immedia
' vanece. Toronto
trade very good with
ware and leather actiy
retail trade at Winni
tive and deliveries are
collections remain fair,
ported at Hamilton in
lections good.

‘Wholesale trade conf
at Victoria, with. colle
age, and prospects fo

. are favorable. The

the Kootenay distriet]
Though orders at Va
districts are not so pl
continues steady, an
clothing, and boots an

FILIPINOS P
o

United States to Ree
pendence, But
From Forei

Manila, Sept. 23.—A
tion of the attempt
shows that the cook
ported, and that no p
ed, as alleged by the
eral Spanish Casedo:
remain at liberty at
of them were emplo]
household. . One of
of oxalate of potash
and the cook dete
but nobody was inju
also found in the
There is no reason td
acco!

The Fillpmo govel
send along a despatq
Kinley, protesting ag|

Spanish mis-statemel
to “ undermine the
Filipinos and tl
i'nltead of doing so,

" despatch tendering t

€rnment - and the
" through President 3

sion ‘of “ high esteen

ment- towards the
of oppressed

ments of liberty an

On_ Thursday the
“have'a grand festive
bration of their ind

The Filipinos na
decided to request
to recognize the in
islands; second, to
torate ‘over their
to induce the powe!
independence; thirg
comniission of Amé

for the arrangemen

procate the America

FRENCH-CANAD

" Fresgident’ Faure Co
Connection W
Celeb

Montreal, Sept.
President of the H
- conferred the follo’
occasion of - the i
Champlain monumé

Commander of this

Lieutenant-Governo
“Officer of the Leg

Marchand, prime 3

ince of Quebec.
Knights—Hon. Ju




