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i—ﬂNTAHI[l WILL
NOT HELP MEN
LACKING WORK

L ‘Hon. F. C. Biggs Informs City
Official of Government'’s
Decision.

PROBLEM NOT ACUTE

Feeling Prevails That Munici-
palities Are Able to Care
for Jobless.

The province of Ontario declines
to render the city of London any
financial assistance this winter with
respect to unemployment. Official
notification to this effect was re-
ceived this morning by City Engineer
H. A. Brazier from the Hon. Frank
C. Biggs, minister of highways.

The latter’'s communication is in
response to the inquiry that went
forward to Toronto several days ago
‘from the city hall, as to the govern-
ment’s attitude this year, and Mr.
Biggs explains that after a thorough
consideration of the  situation
throughout the province it has been
decided to take no action.

“The government feels that the un-

| . employment situation is by no means
- acute,” he stated, ‘and does not jus-
tify any expenditure at the present
time by the government. Any ex-
penditure incurred by the municipali-
ties must be borne by them. If
serious developments occur, of course,

j it will then become a question of
further consideration.”

The minister of highways explains

. further that the issue has also been
taken up with the authorities at Ot-
tawa, when it was learnt that the
federal government is of the same
mind. It is felt, from all reports, that
conditions have materially improved
throughout the Dominion and that
there is no real hardship anywhere
that cannot be overcome by the sep-
arate communities.

This does not mean, of course, that
London will halt such work as was
commenced early this week for the
express purpose of providing employ-
ment for such bona fide citizens as
were out of work. This work will
continue as scheduled, the city en-
gineer reports, and as much work as
possible will be offered. “We will
employ just as many as we can and
split the work up among them, as in
other winters, if need be,” he said.

City hall authorities explain that
one of the features of the past year
was that Mayor Wilson and his asso-
ciates provided in the estimates for
just such a contingency, and the sum
of $90,000 is available. This amount
will do much toward alleviation of the
local situation, it is promised.

Last winter both the federal and
the provincial governments shoul-
dered a big share of the expense for
a similar undertaking, which relieved
the city materially. London received
this money two or three months ago,
as arranged.

In any event the city’s unemploy-
ment problem is not considered by
any means serious, and everything
bids fair for a much better winter
season than since before the war.

CITY OF LONDON BILL
LIKELY UNESSENTIAL

So 8Says Dr. Stevenson,
M.P.P.,, With Regard to
Sewer Debentures.

‘There seems to be a broad diversity of
opinfon as to whether the new council
will be able to weather the storm of
1823 without the assistance of the City
of London bill.

Dr. Hugh Stevenson, M.P.P.,, has a
suggestion to offer with respect to the
North London sewer debenture
‘While acknowledging that he
positive upon the question, he believes
that this matter can be satisfactorily
dealt with by an appeal to the Ontario
Railway and Municipal Board.

The member for London gave assur-
ance to The Advertiser today that he
would institute definite inquiries in
Toronto upon this phase, and would
have a reply within a brief period. He
believes that by recourse to this body,
the city could dispense with the services
of the City of London bill, and net a
considerable saving.

ANNOUNCE EXTRA TRAINS
FOR NEIGHBORING TOWNS

Local officials of the Grand Trunk
announce the followirg extra trains,
which will be run !.day to accom-
modate the holiday traffic: Extra No.
16,'leaving Windsor at 4 p.m. and
running through to Toronto; extra
No. 83, running from Hamilton' to

issue.
is not

London, leaving the former city at|and

3:08; extra No. 172, leaving London
at 4:380 for Owen Sound.

The second section of No. 16 will
be run on Monday as well as today.

/DECREASE IN FAILURES
REGISTERED IN CANADA

T'oronto, Dec. 23.—Failures in Canada

Newfoundland for the week anding

22 totaled 76, as compared with
the like period of 1921.

is ple-dnx Christmas news that

's failures are less than those

corresponding week of last year,

only the second week in the

that this has been the case.

failures were distributed

13, Quebec 30, Manitoba 5,

to preserve the local morals.

“BEWARE SIGNS” CARRIED IY KLU KLUXERS.

Now that the movie colony is shifting from Hollyw ood to Miami, the Florida Klu Kluxers are making ready

This picture of the Miami klansmen was taken just before a midnight parade
through the streets of their city en route to Homestead.

CONTINUE T0 HUNT
FOR HOODED BAND

Additional Troops Search
Gloomy Swamps For
Clue to Crime.

Special to The Advertiser.
Mer Rouge, La., Dec. 23.—Addi-
tional troops converged today upon
Moorehouse Parish, where,
gion of muddy lakes and gloomy
swamps, the authorities of the law
are gripped with a mystery hooded

death over its victims. Another
Michigan gun company is en route
from New Orleans, and two com-
panies of infantry are on the way.
They will be posted in every public
building along every road and trail,
while federal agents run down the
hooded terrorists.

As the troops assembled to rein-
force those who are already on the
ground, the decomposed torses of
Wat Daniels and Thomas Richards
lie in pine caskets in a lodge room
here, awaiting examination by sur-
geons.

The bodies were dxslodged from
the bottom of Lake La Fourche by
a terrific explosion early yesterday
after they had laid in the mud and
oose there since last August. The
men had been bound with wire and
thrown into the lake, It is believed
members of the hooded mob that
killed them dislodged the corpses by
setting off dynamite in an attempt
to hide them elsewhere.

ORDER OF CRUSADER
NEW BRITISH CLUB

Society Similar to Ku Klux
Formed in Old London.
e
Special Cable t¢' The Advertiser.
London, Dec. 23.—A ‘secret society
similar to the Ku Klux Klan
America and the Fascisti of Italy,

of
is

 springing up in. England, the Daily

News declares today. The organiza-
tion is called the Order of Crusaders.
It was founded two years ago, and
recently launched an intense recruit-
ing campaign.

Its total strength, however, is kept
secret.

The garb of the order consists of
crimson robes, with a large cross
blazoned on the front of the gown.
Interviewed, the grand senechal de-
clared he ‘knew a little of the Ku
Klux Klan and the Fascisti, but ase
serted, “1 am not prepared to answer
questions as to our relationship un-
til I consult our committee.”

“l think the I'ascisti would be a
good thing for England. Names of
the officers of the crusaders are not
a gecret.

ON ERRANDS OF MERCY,
SEARCH CAR FOR BOOZE

Ottawa_Dec. 23.—While out on er-
rands of mercy last night delivering
Christmas parcels to the poor, two
prominent society women had their
car stopped by a man giving his

‘name as Albert Fox, and stating that

he was on the provincial police force
and was searching automobiles for
liquor. The owners of the car re-
fused to permit a search by Fox,
but called the police and drove to
the police station, where a search
was made. No liquor was"found.

HOLIDAY SHOPPERS
BREAK ALL RECORDS

New York, Dec. 23.—Holiday buying
In New York has broken all records,
$250,000,000 has been spent by the
shoppers here, it was estimated today
in business quarters. This sum repre-
sents an increase of from 15 to 20 per
cent over last year.

Nearly every line of Chirstmas trade
has reported an increase in sales, and
more persons than ever have been re-
quired to handle the business. . In the
5,000 drygoods stores alone nearly 200,-
000 persons have been employed.

4

RESUME WORK ON DOCK.

Victoria, B. C., Dec. 23.—Resump-
tion of work on the Esquimault dry
‘dock was formally ordered by Hon.
J. H. King. federal minister of public

works ‘on his arrival here yesterday.
The work is expected to be com-

in a re- ||

organization with power of life and |

.gives assurance of &

‘pleted about June, 1924, will
cost a total of $1, ."Pd

days.
on page five

street a year ago.
impressions.

be published each second week,

Lloyd George’s Article on Ireland
Is On Page Four of This Edition

Lloyd George is writing thirty articles for The London Advertiser—
his own views on what has happened and what may happen to the
nations of the world. He is telling what he knows, with all the brilliancy,
fire and perception which he alone possesses.

Two of these articles have already appeared on the last two Satur-
The third has now been cabled and is published in this edition
It will also appear on Monday morning.

Today’s artxcle deals with Ireland—the drama of her fight for freedom
from the days of Gladstone to the signing of the treaty in 10 Downing
It is less history than a series of vivid pictures and

Lloyd George's articles to The Advertiser will appear also on the next
three Saturday afternoons and Monday mornings.

LLOYD GEORGE’S ARTICLES ARE IN THE ADVERTISER ONLY.

Thereafter they will

OFFICIALS EXPECT
MERRY CHRISTMAS

But All Say the Pablic Can
Get in Touch With Them
in an Emergency.

Most of the city officials anticipate
a quiet Christmas and they will all
be within easy call of the city hall
should their services be required in
the case of an emergency.

None of them will be out of the
city. City Building Inspector Piper
quiet time and
adds that if the strain becomes too
great (two holidays in succession) he
may be located at his usual desk in
the city hall. , “I can get busy on
those city hall plans, you know,” he
commented, “if I get tired of the easy
life.”

City Engineer Brazier will also
spend the day as quiet as possible
and can be easily be located, he said,
should anything develop that would
require his attention at once.

The city treasurer, “Jim” Bell, is
another who will take advantage of
the double holiday and enjoy a per-
iod of relaxation, content to leave all
questions as to a possible city of
London bill to be decided Tuesday
morning.

Sam Baker, city clerk, anticipates
a real old-fashioned Christmas day,
with Christmas tree ‘neverything.’
There will be a host of relatives and
friends at his place-he says and a
real good time is expected.

FRENCH SOGIALIST
WILL VISIT CITY

Another International Figure,
Eugene Longvaj, May Ad-
dress London Labor.

London, Ontario, is rapidly assum-
ing a position of no mean importance.
It is quickly becoming a regular stop
for figures of national importance
who visit America from time to time.

The next visitor expected in the
near future is Eugene Longvay,
leader of the Socialist group in the
French parliament, who is now in
New York City. He will visit cer-
tain of the more prominent Canadian
communities, it is assured.

In regular session last night the
members of the local branch of the
Canadian Labor Party commented
upon his presence on this side of the
Atlantic ,ahd it was determined to
extend him an invitation to address

‘a public gathering in this city.

There is reason to believe that he
will accept, it is reported.

RELEASED ON CHARGE
OF KILLING HUSBAND

Detroit, Mich., Dec. 23.—~Mrs. May
B. Ford, arrested a fortnight ago on
a charge of attempting to engage a
professional gunman to kill her hus-
band, N. J. Ford, farmer, was re-
leased from the county jail early to-
day. under bond of $15,000.

Mrs. Ford, who was in a highly
nervous condition when she appeared
in night court, collapsed when Judge
Charles Bartlett announced her re-
lease.

TWO PERISH IN FLAMES.
Randolph, Miss., Dec. 23.—George
A. Faun and John Shea were
burned to death when Faunce’s shack,
on the outskirts of this town, was
‘destroyed uﬂymtodl:

'rwm,
‘There

CANADA BIRTH RATE
INCREASED IN 1921

Statistics Show Infant Mor-
tality on Decrease Dur-
ing Same Year.

There were 2,240 more births in
the eight provinces ef the Dominion,
exclusive of Quebec, in 1921 than in
1920, according to vital statistics re-
cently sent out by _the Dominion
bureau of statistics at Ottawa.

The total for 1920 was 166,739, as
compared to 168,979 in 1921, Sas-
katchewan led the other provinces
with a percentage of 30.1.

The records of infantile mortality
show that more than 10 per cent of
all children born in 1920 died in the
first year of life. In 1921, the pro-
portion dropped to 8.8 per cent, or
14,893 deaths in a total of 168,979
births. Deaths of children under one
year of age constituted 21.9 per cent
of all deaths in 1921, as compared
with 21.4 in 1920. In nearly every
province the infantile death rate per
1,000 hvmg births was lower in 1921
than in 1920. *

In 1920 there were 59,344 marriages
g.r;t%]!n 1921 only 51,073, a decrease of

The total deaths, all ages, in a
population of 6,415,000, is placed for
1921 at 67,722, being a crude death
rate per 1,000 population of 10.6, as
compared with a total mortality of
77,722 in a population of 6,296,000, and
a rate of 12.3 per 1,000 in 1920. A de-
crease in both total numbers and
rates as shown for every province.

SAYS DEATH OF BAR
[5 GOOD CHEER OMEN

Abolishment of Open Saloon
Sufficient Reason for
Christmas ‘‘Cheer.”

Washington, Dec. 23.—"Be of good
cheer” is the wish of Prohibition
Commissioner Haynes in his Christ-
mas message today to “Friends of
the eighteenth amendment,” in which
he declared the success obtained in
prohibition enforcement ‘“gave every
reason for hopefulness, gratification
and congratulations.”

“Do not be dismayed,”
Haynes. “There is a
program of misrepresentation, con-
stituting as it does the most pre-
tentious, most pernicious propagan-
da to undermine enforcement since
the enactment of the amendment.”

Citing the abolishment of the open
saloon as sufficient reason in itself
for ‘“good cheer,” other reasons Mr.
Haynes said were more impartial ob-
servance of the law and greater re-
spect for the constitution by all
classes, greater activity of state and
other enforcement agencies, reduction
in the available beverage supply of
bonded liquor and liquer selling, and
the fact that the “home brew fad is
taking final gasps.”

WOODSTOCK PUBLISHER
BUYS CHATHAM PAPER

Chatham, Ont., Dec., 23.—The an-
nouncement made this morning that
the good-will and plant of the
Chatham Daily News, also the Week-
ly Banner-News, together with job
printing and bindery has been ac-
quired by W. J. Taylor, publisher of
the Woodstock Sentinel-Review. The
formal transfer will take place Jan-
uwary I. The retiring proprietor, A. G.

has been identified with

said Mr.

nation-wide,

HYBRB RADIAL
GAUSE BI6 STIR
AT HAMILTON

Battle Grows Bitter On Ques-
- tion of Expenditure of
Six Millions.

BECK ATTACKS THORNTON

Intimates Head of National
Railway and C. P. R.
Joined.

Special to The Advertiser.

. Hamilton, Dec. 23.—The campaign
here over hydro radials is beginning
to warm up. Three meetings were
held last night in defferent parts
of the city, two addressed by the
pro-radial, and one by tlle anfti-
radial speaker.

Sir Adam Beck covered the same
grcund and produced the same argu-
ments in favor of municipally owned
lines as he gave last evening at the
I. O. O. F. Hall

Both meetings were only fairly well
attended, many empty seats giving
indication of only moderate interest.
An incident, which took away any
dullness at one gathering, was a pas-
sage at arms between two old politi-
ca! antagonists, T. J. Stewart, M.P.,
and W. O. Sealey, former M.P. here.
It grew out of a challenge of Mr.
Stewart, who is strongly epposed to
the bylaw, issued to Mr. Sealey to
point to one radial railway in Canada
that was paying. The outcome was
a disagreement, which did not have
a decided Christmas tone. Mr. Sea-
ley failed to nam® any road which
is making dividends, and Mr. Stewart
found no reason for cooling in his
opposition to Hamilton's venture for
over six millions,

Attacks El'hornton.

During all his dddresses Sir Adam
continues to devg@te considerable at-
tention to Sir. Henry Thornton, and
last night, perhaps through a Slip
of the tongue, he said the head of
the National Railway and the C. P.
R. were joined. He was thrusting in
directions against possible ene-
mies to radials, and declared that
opposition to this scheme was coming
from the C. P. R,, and that Sir Henry
Thornton seemed unable to realize
that he wasn't any longer in the
service of private railway companies,
but in that of public ownership.

The statement of the new president
of the nationals, linked with the im-
aginary influences of the Canadian
Pacific, created a unity of some form
or other in Sir Adam’s mind, which
the hydro knight didn't pause long
enough to amplify or make clear.

Dealing with the issue, he claimed
that radials would make Hamilton
prosper; that the six millions odd,
for which this city was obligated,
would be mostly spent here for equip-
ment; that busses would be put out
of business, and that a line from

Toronto to Niagara Falls would prove
to be a gold mine.
Replies to Charges.

Fred Richardson, warden of On-
tario County., spoke at one of the
meetings in the east end of the city
and replied to charges of Sir Adam
Beck that Richardson owned a lot
of real estate in Dickering Town-
ship, and was anxious for the national
to be electrified, so that the value
of the property would go up. Mr.
tichardson said Sir Adam made
very rash statements. He did own
a farm, nothing more, and he would
be benefitted no more iy’ the national
eiectrified the Toronto Eastern than
if the hydro did the work.

The nationalization of the G. T. R.
was the development which had
changed his attitude, as it had
changed that of hundreds of other
citizens.

Mr. Richardson fortified his re-
marks by quoting: evidence from the
Sutherland commission, given by En-
gineers Gaby and Heuston, of the
hydro, to the effect that the pro-
jected hydro radial would take rev-
enue away from existing railways.
He also read quotations, made from
speeches of Sir Adam Beck at one
time, in which the latter advocated
the electrification of the Grand Trunk.

Willoughby Ellis, hydro commis-
sioner here, Geo. Halcrow, M.P.P.,
Ford Smith, T. J. Hannigan and
others took part in the meetings.

BUILDING PERMITS
EXCEED LAST YEAR

Inspector A. M. Piper -States
Total for 1922 Has Reached
$2,689,360.

all
al

Building still continues in London, if
construction and alteration permlts is-
sued by Building Inspector A. M. Piper
are any indication.

Last year's record has already been
eclipsed, the inspector stated today,
reporting that the 1922 total has reach-
ed $2,589,360, as against the sum of
$2,527,510 for 1921.

‘With mild weather promised by the
weather man throughout the winter
season, it is predicted that the buiiding

{trades will be busy the greater part

of the

HEIR TO SPANISH THRONE.

The heir to the Spanish throne, the Prince of Astrias,

is shown here

(left, front rank) marching in the corporal’s position in the Royal Regxment
This photo was snapped as the regiment passed the Royal Palace in Madrid
after returning from battle manoeuvres.

Unusual Christmases Told

By Soldiers and Civilians

Recalls Days of War in France, When the Enemy
Became a Friend, With the Exchange of
Cigarettes and Yuletide Gifts.

From the time that flint-hearted
old Scrooge had his Christmas dream
to that frigid day when heroic Cap-
tain Scott, alone in a vast Antarctic
waste, scribbled the last words of his
diary, the Yuletide has been fraught
with odd experiences.

Londoners can tell you a thmg or
two about Christmas. Right here in
the prosperous homes of merry citi-
zens, the festival does not pass with-
out leaving memories of rollicking
comedy and often sombre drama.
Memories of sorrow, too, for some,
and thoughts of dreary adventure in
lands where cheer and sadness stalk
arm in arm.

Diffident persons dislike telling the
story of the “most unusual Christ-
mas they ever had. But the reporter,
displaying commendable persistency,
rmanaged to extract from them some
peculiar tales of past Christmases. So
lets start with a trip with Colonel
Hill, O. C. of the R. C. R/’s, and see
what happened Christmas Day seven
years ago. The Royal Canadian Regi-
ment awoke. The business of awaken-
ing was a mighty disappointing one.
You went to sleep to dream of the
homeland, of a cosy little room with
a cosy little fire and a dear little wife
or mother waiting to bid you “Merry
Christmas.” Then you awoke to the
stern reality of war. But that
day Canadians expected Hienie to
surrender. So the rumor went. Then
the war would be over, and there
would be great old times behind the|r
lines. As the first signs of a flat Ger-
man head appeared over the enemy
parapet, the Canadians wondered if
the owner had been charged with a
peace mission to the Canadian troops.
They waited the appraach of the soli-
tary figure breathlessly. As he came
nearer 'they saw he was smiling
broadly. In the middle of No Man's
Land he stopped and yelled, “Merry
Christmas, Canadians.”

Enemies Are Friends.

In a2 moment the enemies had be-
come temporary friends.

“Happy Christmas,” gaily
the men from the Dominion.

“Froeliches Weinachten und glud-
ckliches New-Jahr,” replied the af-
fable foe.

Schooners of good German beer
were extracted from bulging pouches,
cigarettes lit, and presents exchanged.
Both Hun and Canuck, however, re-
mained as close to their own line as
passible. Bully beef was tossed to
Hienie, and tubacco thrown to the
Canadians.

“Here's to you, Fritz,” said one
young Canadian captain, who was
fortunate enough to have traded a
plug of chéwing tobacco for a pint of
beer. “Here’s to you—" drinking,
“and may we both be back in our
home towns next Christmas.”

About Harvey O’Higgins.

Harvéy O’Higgins, noted Ca.aadian
writer, spent his early years in this
city. One Christmas morning when
he was a young man the postman
came to his door with three envelopes.
O'Higgins looked at the address on
two of them, saw they were from
friends, opened the flaps and with-
drew two Christmas greeting cards.
The third envelope had the name of
a well-known New York publishing
firm on the corner. Mr. O'Higgins
gazed at it dehghtr-'dh No doubt it
was a check for that short story he
had written. He had never been able
to sell a story up to this time,
and as the manuscript had not
arrived with the letter, he pre-
sumed it was acceptance of his story
in the form of a substantial
check.

He opened the envelope with great
gusto and a rejection slip fell out.
The embryo writer was crestfallen.
Chagrin and disappointment spread
over his face. His Christmasg was
ruined.

To make things worse,

wished

he had

volunteered to act as Santa Claus
for the children of a neighbor. Mak-
ing his gloom with a forced smile, he
and his neighbor looked about them
for a basket in which to put the toys.
They secured one and O'Higgins pro-
ceeded to act the role of Santa.

He had distributed all the play-
things, and the children were happy.
The basket was empty, but for a
sheet of white paper that lay at the
bottom. Mr. O’'Higgins glanced at it
casually. To his surprise, he saw it
was the rejection slip from the edi-
tors, who had refused his story. He
picked it up mechanically, and saw in
the torn envelope_a check for §500. It
was made out to him.

Later he discovered tha.t the edi-
tor had accepted his story, and had
sent him the check with a rejection
slip by mistake. O’Higgins had
thrown tke letter into the waste-
basket jn disgus{. It was the first
published short story of
famous writer, and needless
it brought to him a very
Christmas.

Yuletide in lreland.

In 1918 it was thought in Ireland
that the yuletide spirit would pro-
hibit the possibility of bloodshed.
Michael Mulcavy, now trainman in
London, was arranging a Christmas
tree in his mother’s home in Dublin.
He had affixed electric bulbs to the
branches, and expectedsa fine old
time for the children. That evening
they poured into the house and gazed
with startled eyes at the myriad ar-
tay of good things appended to the
ree.

While gifts were being dlstnbuted
a crash of broken glass proclaimed
the approach of republicans. The
bullet struck an electric fuse, and
the lights were extinguished The
children were in panic.

“Stand to,” said a masked gen-
tleman, peering through the window.
“Are ye for the republic or agin’ it?”

Mulgavy promptly swore eternal
allegiance to the rebela, and the al-
lotment of the gifts was allowed to
continue uninterrupted.

“But we were terrified.,” said Mul-
cavy. “Because every single one of
us were antagonistic to the republic.
That's why 1 crossed the pond to
spend my Christmases in Canada.”

Awoke in France.

In 1917, said Col, Eric Reid to The
Advertiser, the boys awocke in France
on Christmas Day. Now, the Cana-
dians were ever noted for their sobri-
ety overseas, But on Christmas
everyone was given a large portion
of rum. The officers and men visit-
ed one another, and in honor of the
day, received tumblers of sparkling
wine from the various O. C.'s of the
united. We were to entertain
the general that day, and our
would not allow the band to
any alcohol, because he wished them
to play in the general's honor. Six
o'clock arrived, and the general with
it. The feast was all set. The band
was asked to play the National An-
them, but all that appeared was a
lone clarinet player—the others had
diecovered a cache of rum and.
taking advantage of the spirit of
fellowship, had participated not wise-
ly but too well. Ordinarily, they
would have been court-martialed.
but the yuletide spirit prevailed, and
they were allowed to enjoy their lark
unpunished.

South African Tales.

Tales worthy of the most sensa-
tional fiction have been told of in-
cidents on Christmas Day. “In the
city are veterans of the Seuth
African war, who entertained them-
selves Killing off Boers on Dec, 23,
1900. Interviewed today, many re-
called past yuletide adventures, but
all look forward to Christmas of 1922
beside a crackling grate fire at home.

to say,
merry

Poor Old St. Christopher Deposed
From Throne in Skeptical Russia

Canadian Press Cable. '

Moscow, Dec. 23.—Santa Clavs is
apt to find Christmas little to his
liking in the principal cities and
towns of Soviet Russia this year; in
fact, to the young communists he will
be “person non grata.”

Members of that organizatlon con-
tending that Christmas and St.1 Nich-
olas both are wornout myths, have
announced that the celebration of the
Russian Ohristmas, beginning Jan. 8,
will be marked by a series of elabor-

utnlvall. in- which Sa;;:.r Claus
_be assigned no part.
that the singing of

Christmas carols ghall be, dispensed
with, and that the figure of an angel
may not be displayed on a Christmas
tree appearing. in public.

Instead, the celebration plans call
for torchlight processions, masked
balls, dinner parties and gay theatre
performances day and night. together
with various other forms of amuse-
ment designed to suppress and off-
set any religious ceremonies. The
yvoung communists contend that
Christmas legends have fooled chil-
dren and their elders long enough,

and that everyone should know bet-

a now

colonel { the

take |

POLICE BOMRD
DWER BUS FEE
TO S5 A SET

Action Taken at Special
Meeting Last Night by
Commissioners.

WENIGE'S SUGGESTION

| Bus Operators Must Take Out

$15,000 Liability Guaran-
tee, Says Council.

Police commissioners, at a speeial
meeting last evening, reduced the
omnibus tax of $10 per seat to $5 a
seat. None of the other clauses of
the bylaw, which was passed at the
November 21 session, were amended
or deleted.

When the 'bus operators were ﬂr_et
given copies of the bylaw, early this
month, they at once called a meeting
of protest, and were unanimous that

i the tax the commissioners sought to

levy was prohibitive. They engaged
counsel, and placed the matter be-
fore the council. The aldermen sug-
gested that the tax be cut in two.
Mayor-Elect George Wenige, Ald.

{ Albert Judd, and others, declared at
; the time that a fee of not more than

$5 a seat was sufficient.

The bylaw will go into effect Ja.n«
uary 1.

Friday's session was the result of
the wgorous protest registered by
the 'bus men and by various ecivic!
officials.

Operators will be required to fie
a bond with the city treasurer be-!
fore obtaining their licenses. They,
must take out a guarantee MHability
of $15,000 for the protection of thq
traveling public, and of $1,000 for
damage cases. i

The commissioners decided not tol
alter the clause, which provides that
only passengers for whom seats m
provided can be carried.

Under the bylaw, as it now sta.nduJ
the 'huses are only allowed to stop‘
for the purpose of letting off or lak-\
ing on passengérs.

BURIES WIFE ALIVE

IN 00ZING LIME PIT

Chauffeur Kills Mother of His
Children to Marry Another

Woman.
Special to The Advertiser.

New York, Dec. 23.—Abraham Becker,
chauffeur, tried on a charge of slugging'
his wife and burying her alive in a lime
pit, was found guilty of first degree'
murder by a Bronx jury early today.

Becker in testimony introduced fis
alleged to have killed the mother of
his two children so he would beg free
to marry another woman.

Mrs. Becker’'s body was discovered in,
the lime pit on Nov. 29 by detectives
seeking to solve the mystery of her
disappearance last April

Reuben Norkin, friend of the con-
victed man, was accused by Becker of
tire actual slaying, after Norkin con-
fessed to detectives that he stood guard
while Becker lured the victim to a
vacant lot and kilied her. Norkin i
under arrest on a charge of murder,
and will be tried later,

The jury which convicted Becker de-
liberated his case just one hour. When
the foreman stood in the dimly-lighted
Bronx court house at 1:47 a.m. and read
the verdict, Becker, who had been de-
bonair and smiling, paled and slumped
in his seat.

TREASURER RE-ELECTED.
Canadian Preses Cable.

Melbourne, Australia, Dec. 23.--8.
A. Bruce, treasurer of the Austra-
lian commonwealtii, was re-elected
last Saturday in his old constituency
of Flinders, Victoria, according to
latest general election returns.
The first result of the voting for
senatorial candidates last Saturday
has just been announced. Hon. .J.
E. Ogden, Labor party, has been re-
turned to the Senate as representa-
tive for Tasmania.

| THE WEATHER |

FORECASTS.
Today—Light Jocal snow.
Sunday—Westerly winds; mostly

ctoudy; not much change in t.mpera-Q
ture.

A moderate disturbance which was
off the middle Atlantic coast yesterday :
morning has moved northeastward to
Cape Breton, developing into a storm
of considerable energy, and causing
gales with snow and rain in the Mari-
time Provinces.

The weather has been comparatively
mild over the Dominion.

Temperatures.

The highest and lowest temperatures
during the 24 hours previous to 8 a.m,
today were:

Stations.
Victoria
Calgary
Winnipeg
Port Arthur
Parry Sound
Toronto
Kingston
Ottawa
Montreal
Quebec ...
Father Pomt
St Fair
Halifax 5 28 Cloudy
LOCAL TEMPERATURES.

The highest and lowest temperatures’
recorded in London during the 24 hours
previous to 8 o'clock last night were:
Highest, 31; lowest, 24.

The official temperatures for the 1%,
hours previous to 8§ a.m. today wefe:
Highest, 33: lowest, 26.

Barometric Readings.

Friday—8 p.m. 29.02,

Today—8 a.m., 28.99,

High. Weather.
Cloudy
Cloudy
Cloudy
Cloudy
Snow
Snow
Cloudy
Cloudy
Clear
Snow
Snow

Low.
44
24




