18

THE ADVERTISER,

ILLONDON, ONTARIO.

Animal Curiosities.

Two Good Oat Stories — Tricks of Animal! Hum-
bugs—;hree Persons Fight With a Deer—Im-
pnsone by Woodpeckers —Wondertul Devices
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X\ OODPECKERS.
the woodpecker
provident and
{not to be trifled with or tyrannized
lays its eggs in another bird’s nest, | over with impunity, as the following
and to make the deception surer it |incident will show: A companion and
takes away one of the other bird’s |I on an August day not long since
ezgs. Animals are conscious of their | pitched our camp at a spring on the
deceit, as8 is shown by the fact that | tablelands of the ridge
they try to act secretly and noiselessly; | from Santa Clara Valley, Cal.
they show a gullt if detected; | the spring stands a large grove of live
they take precautions in advance l oaks. In one of these not far from
id discovery; in some the tent door a pair of woodveckers
manifest regret and repentan | had for years, no doubt, made their
bees which steal, hesitate often | dwelling place. Somewhat shy of us
and after their as if they fear- j at first, the
punishment. A naturalist describes | little attention to our presence. It has
how his mnkey cor ted theft. | frequently amused us of a sultry after-
‘While he pretended to sleep the monk as we lounged upon the
egarded him with hesitation, a s laid on the grass, to
ery time master moved | birds, with whose labors the warmth
or seemed on the point of awakening. anpeared to have little to do.
* % % % We had camped there a week or ten
NOTES ON LIONS. | days, when before breakfast one morn-
The ton Yor s rough ing \\«-Rhuaul a ('vrmmot‘lunl about the
home of our staid neighbors. Our at-
that at it will almost take | tantion was attracted by their shrill
the skin off the looker. It is not safe | outcries and the whirr of their wings
to allow a lion to lick your harnd, for | among the branches overhead. It had
if he licked the skin off and got a taste | no grown light enough to see
of the underlying 3;1 od, 4‘11”,‘,\”( i than pushed back the flap of the
to be there, he would w tent door and peered out to ascertain
end everything adjoiniz the cause of the d?ut\,n'ha_ﬂ"f‘. ¥t soon
Nothing more perfect 1n became anparent that a little tecolote,
(-.“,'.'mvr‘.: exists than [m | or ground owl, at the approach
\y,.i‘-},ya lion wi He had taken lodging in the hollow oc-
five toes on each i faet, i cupied by the woodpeckers, to their
four on es of his nd feet. KE: | consternation. But the return
toe has &a claw. brought courage to the rightful owners,
Nothing about a lion is without rea- | and they resolutely set about finding
gon, and the reason he s more toes | means to eject the intruder, They tried
and claws on his fore than on his hind !

bluffing awhile about the only a
feet is that he more use for them. | to the hollow tree, but to
1f this were not so, the majority would other than to cause
be the other way. The lion is nocturnal | 10 peck
by choice. He has no ticular [% E“’:[‘llt't" ) ‘ v
jection to daylight, but 1 s to4pend | last, finding that neither threats
it in the bosom of his family, or at ! ent: ‘eaties were likely
least adjacent to it. It should not pe | and resolved that if they were to be
supposed that because he roams about | prived of their home i1t would be
at night he neglects family. Fe last of that tyrannical owl, the wood-
réams in order to fill the family lar- | peckers brough presently from an-
der. He kills to eat, not for amuse- ; other part of the grove an oak ball of
ment. He never bothers small { the size of the aperture, and driving it
long there is big game within | tightly into the hole hdrew to an-
reach. Vhen feeling fit, he can take | other hollow tree, leaving the bird of
an ox In his mouth and jumv fences | Prey hermetically sealed upn. After
aend ditches like a professional steeple-

several days, when we started to re-
chaser.—Westminster Budget. turn to San Buenaventure,the ball was
* % ¥ =

still in the hole, and the woodoeckers,
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some lonely spot, turn away quickly
and think of something else. Charity
might possibly accept some such re-
vulsion of the maternal instinct in ex-
planation, and the anthropologist will
remember ‘“nature,” that “holy thing,”
and the case of the rabbits once so
aptly cited in this connection.—Blac

wood’'s Magazine,

|\Missing Links.

Sunday law enacted on this

was enacted i
provided that : who

not attend church or Sunday
ould be fined two pounds of tobacco.

THE first known coin 1s Chinese, It
is copper, and specimens weighing
from one to five pounds, and supposed
to date from a period at least 2,000
vears before Christ, are still in ex-
istence.

WHEN King Thebaw of Burma was
d»»thrum-d the English left him an es-
tate in his own couniry for his main-
tenance. They now propose to seize
on the income from it in order to pay
his creditors.

The Royal Edinburgh Hospital for
Sick Children was lately opened by
her Royal Highness Princess Beatrice.
The Puilding is to cost about $200,000.
While going through it she presented
each of the nurse with a silver com-
memorative badge.

NOTWITSTANDING her advanced
age, Queen Victoria always drives out
in an owen carriage, even when the
weather is cold or wet. But she is wrap-
ped about with innumerable rugs, and
when it rains one of the Highland ser-
vants sitting behind the carriage holds
an enormous umbrella above her head.

TOLSTOI'S “Master and Man’” has
just been translated into Turkish by
Mme. Lebedeva, who had previously
into that language the
greater part of the works of Push%in
and Lermontoff. She is now engaged
in turning Seid Emir Ali’'s
of Mohammed”
order

rinia in
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THIEVES lately broke into
Church of Santa Maria 1in Trastevere
at Rome, carrying of the communion
and tearing off the gold orna-
ments and votive offerings from the
of the Virgin, whose head they

broke off and threw in a corner. For

“Life and
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S e | purchasged,
to encourage the Rus- ! _ . . e :
| sian Tartars to read Russian. | rightly be called purchases,
i | percentage of their value.
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Profits of [lonopolies—

A Cotton Combine’s Golden Career—Four Years'
Profit Equal to Its Capital—Coddled Into Ex-
istence and Maintained by the Dominion High

Tax Policy.

VDV VEID DR

The prospectus which was published
hy the Dominion Cotton Mills Company
the other day gave to the

of cotton in this country an interesting

consumers

glimpse into the short but most

markable history of the cotton

re-
com-
bine’s operations, or at least that por-
tion which is carried on under the
above name. This company commenced
its career, it will be remembered,
the beginning of the year 1891,
out of conditions which,
by the N. P., made

in

brought about

the cotton in-

dustry the easy prey of the monopolist |

by so nearly or altogether ruining the
mill-owners of the country that they
were “glad to sell to save a shred pf
their capital.” The parent 'company
was the Hochelaga, in which the pro-
moters of the new company were large-
ly interested. Around the nucleus of
these mills, whose previous operations
since their establishment in 1872
resulted, we have been told, in only
twofannual dividends, the acquirement
of other mills scattered over the coun-
try was carried on until there were
in all ten mills gathered under the
new company'siroof. The situation of
these mills is as follows:

Hochelaga, Montreal, (two milis).
Magog, Quebec.

Coaticook, Quebec.

Moncton, New Brunswick.

Kingston, Ontario.

3rantford, Ontario, (two mills).
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Windsor, Nova Scoctia.

HOW MILLS WERE ACQUIRED.
Those which were purchased were
if the transactions can
at a small
In some in-
stances there was scarcely any ele-

i ment of what is ordinarily understood

i as purchase in the handing over by

i the old companies of their properties

i to the combine
! figures.

days afterward the church was crowd- |

ed with people who went to Kkiss the
mutilated image and pray for pardon
for the sacrilege committed.

{ fuse
{ powerful forces of the coterie of rich

OF THE 4,914 sealskins brought into |

Port Townsend, Wash., during the sea-
son just closed 3,650 were of female
an indication of the rate at which
the seal herds are belng destroyed. It
ijs aid by those who have been with
the sealing fleets that more than half

{ selves for
{ cotton industry ca tive
i

fwas $1,500,000.

of the females killed were either nurs- !

ing pups or were graved. The skins
brought into Port Townsend only re-
present about one-eighth of ‘Lhe total
catch of sealing fleets.

A JASPER vase presented by the
Czar of Russia to the city of Paris has
just arrived at Havre. It made of
most perfect block of jas;

eight feet high,
rms on one side and
of Paris on the other;

female heads, one “11
national headdress, re-

Petersburg, the other
with a Phrygian cap, the French re-
public; on the base are carved the
words, “Cronstadt, Toulon, Paris.”

A BICYCLE boat has been invented
by a telegraph operator m Seattle, and
has been successfully oper the
waters of the harbor there at a sexed
of nine miles an hour. It iz a combin-
ation of whaleback boat and bicycle.
Described in the simplest way, it is a
boat with a bicy mounted amid-
ships, the power exerted on the pedals
being transferred to a propeller ar-
rangement at the stern. The rudder
:le handle bar,

is

is
Russian a
the city
handles are
Russian

it

he

ated on

cle

The boat shell is a steel framework
covered with canvas, and the whole
thing is kept right side up by a 2%0-
7ill be able to get
ul-y't nine miles

e boat when

much more than
an hour out of
he has

v”.

LIQUID air is now manufactured on
in Germany, the
requisite cold being obtained by the
1“11\?‘1 evaporation of the product itself,
with the expensive
intermediary cooling
used for refrigerating,
valuable as a source of

basis

hus dispen
,n.«u ess of
agents.
but is also
xygen, for as the
comes richer in oxygen; the
product contains 70 per cent of oxygen,
a sufficient degree of purity for
commercial purposes, while the gas
may be further purified by the removal
of the residue, which is chiefly nitro-
gen. An indirect result of the simpli-
fication of the process for liquefying
air should be the production of argon
in large enough quantities to bring it
within the reach of all students of
chemistry.

THE remains of the late Liady Caith-
ness are to be interred in a ruined
Scotch abbey where, as she firmly be-
lieved, the spirit of Mary Stuart first
appeared to her. Lady Caithness 4was
vears old, and her death was due,
more than to any other cause, to the
worry of superintending the erection
of her palace in the Avenue de Wag-
ram. She was a woman of great ex-
ecutive ability, and though immensely
she personally managed her great
une, and even dispensed with the
services of a housekeeper. And it is
said that she had not discharged a ser-
vant for 25 years. She entertained mag-
nificently, giving balls that were
among the most celebrated in Paris,
own concert room, the finest
hall of the kind in the city, she had
lectures by the most
persons of the day.

THE uncertainties and danger in a
courtship by correspondence were illus-
trated at Marion, Ind., a few days ago.
The afternoon papers told of a
mantic wedding,

ing
ing
It

65

fort

“ro-
but the morning pa-
related a sorry sequel.
A man in Marion in some way became
acquainted with a young woman in
Feoria, and in a six months’ corre-
spondence that followed the couple de-
cided that fate had intended them for
other, though they had never
All the arrangements were made
for the wedding, and the young woman
went to Marion and was married the
morning of her arrival. After the cere-
mony the groom took his bride to the

. home he had rrepared, but she express-

grave digappointment, said she
didn’t like either him or his home, and
started straightway back to her
father’s house; She explained after-
ward that her, husband had sent her
a picture of a‘handsomer man than
himself, and had misrepresented his

i upon mill prop:

i the promoters
{ their

at the
The alternatives open to the
hrad-pressed companies were
to take what was offered them, wheth-

{ er it happened to be 25 cents an thi€}

dollar or a less generous offer,

it and be utterly

or
ruined by

re-
the

Montrealers who have organized them-
the purpose of taking the

of the new
it started wupon its work
How this was paid up
is not known: neither how
paid in cash nor how
rties put 111 by the chief
promoters. Unfortunately only such
information has been mddo public by
as the working out of
plans has imade necessary. In

The paid-up stock
pany when

! part the acquired properties were paid

! ceive
| statement,

per- |
ingenuousness.
the company had been paying only 8 |
had |

air liquefies it be- |
German |
{ &.tlll larg
many |

| $1,650,000—allowing that

distinguished |

for by bonds,
ing
are

paid-i

but in all iikelihood, tak-
into account tha way such matters
dealt with, the promoters received
1p stock in payment for the prop-
erties which they put in; in which
case, we may be sure, the valuations
urmn which the stock was issued were
not,
1t is thmefo ‘e reasonably cert
3 ue of paid-up stock is some
from representing cash
th va lue put into the company.
not
the
may
stock.
EMBARRASSMENT OF PROFITS.
At that figure the stock remained for
the period of a year and eight months.
Then the company decided, for rea-
sons which will be explained, to pour
some water into it. The following de-
cision was made public on the Tth Sep-
tember, 1892: It had been determined,
it was said, to distribute to the share-
holders $1,500,000 of stock, the distribu-
tion to be made in the proportion in
which the stock was held, and each
shareholder to become entitled to re-
a Hhlly paid up share ‘of
by paying therefor $10. The
which was given as coming
from the company, with regard to this
proceeding was candid to the point of
It was said that while

ain that

or
But

strain the facts against

combine, that first $1,500,000

be regarded a bona-fide paid-up

$100

and 10 per cent dividends its profits
been from 22 to 27 per cent. That was
the statement made ovpublic at that
time. Quite lately we have been given
in one of the company's
the actual figures. These show t?
the profits for the first year (enc
26th February, 1892) amounted to $
615, or 30 per cent upon the
stock. In the second year

£3,-
naid-up
they w

ere

),290, equal to 39 per cent upon $1,-

500,000 nf stock, with which profits the |

watering operation was a natural out-
come of combine methods. It would
not have been wise from their voint of
view to appear to be paying too high
dividends. Political
alone would seem to be sufficient to re-
quire that this infant industry s
throw some cover over its distribution
of profits. What defense, for instance,
could a Government make on behailf

of the cotton duties, which are as the |
- | the

citadel of the monopoly, if this ‘s
gling’’ combine were to pay dividends
of from 29 to:39 per cent per annum?
Jt was accordingly determined
double the shareholders’ holdings of
stock. The $1,500,000 of new stock was
distributed,
only $150,000 of cash went Into the com-
pany’s treasury, the dividend-bearing
capital was doubled. At this amount
of $£3,000,000 in round figures it has
since remained.

Of this three millions
ant to remember, as the kernel of the
whole matter, that the amount actually
invested by the shareholders is only
the
in exchange for
put in upon
The company’s bonded in-

stock was not issued
mill properties
valuations.

'dehtpdntbs may be left out of the cal-
| culations, as the interest charge which

it has entailed
| company’s statement
| which these figures are taken.

| For

is allowed for in the

of profits from

RICHER THAN KOCQCTENAY.
The statement of profits is as fol-
lows:
the year ending

1892
For the 3car endmg

1398 - acii:
the }ear ending

13448615
589,294

1894
For the year ending
1895
For the half-year ending Aug
31, 1895....... s SR o i |

419,972
812,459

By these ﬁgures the country is in-
formed that for the four years and a
half which the combine has been obner-
ating, this section of it (the Dominion
Cotton Mills Company) has made pro-
fits exceeding by more than $200,000 its
paid-up stock, if we include, as we

should, that portion which is admit- |

It grew |

had ‘

combine’s own | :

either |

com- |

much was |
much was issued !

to say the least, unduly depressed. !

issue |

prospectuses |

>er, the published figures beling |

considerations |

ouid |

10 §

with the effect that while |

it is imvort- |

original !

inflated !

tedly water. The company is authority

also for the statement that dividends
« have been paid to shareholders dur-
irg these four years and a half amount-
ting to $902,500. This comes to an
| average annual dividend upon the
i stock, with water left out, of 12 Der
| cent. This was all they thought it
{ prudent to distribute out of their enor-

mous profits. But besides this there
{has been piling up to their credit at
their bank a huge reserve fund, which
lon Aug. 31 last, by thelr own state-
ment, amounted to $1,075,167. The aver-
age profits each year have been §460,-
.U&:u-—zwc‘ung in one year 39 per ant
{ upon the paid-up stock, and equivalent
{ to an average annual dividend of 29 3-4
per cent for each of the four years and
a half of the company’s short but gold-
en existence.

THE OTHER BRANCHES.

This is not all; it is but a small part
of what there is to he said of the over-
{ ations of the combine. The Dominion
{ Cotton Mills Company is oniy one sec-
| tion of the organization which, under
| two or three charters and as many dif-
| ferent names, but with a single head
and purpose, has laid the consumers or
i cottons under ransom. The working of
{ the Canadian Colored Cotton Mills

Company and the Montreal Cotton
j Company, which are under a common
i presidency, with the Dominion Com-
| pany, would show, we are convihped,
{if they could be examined, the same
| haleyon state of things which have,
| by the necessities of its financing,
| been revealed within the past few
1(3:‘1}'S with regard to that com-

pany. The authorized capnital of the

Colered Cotton Company is $5,000,000,

while as for the Montreal Cotton Com-
| pany, its shareholders have also heen

perplexed with the pe
i of swollen profits. This 1s a company
of which one of the combine’s defenders
in Pariiament declared that, although
it had been in existence since 1879, it

{ had paid only one dividend until w 1thh1
'thﬂ past few years. But at its annual

meeting, held on the 7th of February,

1893,
{ profits of the year had been such that

in addition to the dividends which had
been declared uvnon the ecapital stock,
the amount carried to the surnlus re-
serve had been so large that it
thought to be advisable to increase the
nominal stock from $1.000,000 to
000. The directors were accorc \nf"'
empowered to obtain the inc
There is a sameness of methods a
singleness of purpose among 3

{ ton lords which would indic:

| they are of one family, even w 1
not more definite authority fux the be-
i lief.

Outside of all this much remains
be said with reference to the worki
¢f the cotton duties, as well as with
reference to the dictatorial attitude
which the combine has assumed
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Some Remarkable Rocks in Western

Ontario.
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OF THE BRITISH COURT.
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But Draw Big Pay.
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