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THE LAST STAND

It is not many years since cor-
porations supplied cities with water,
and, of course, every other utility. A
municipal owned electric light plant
was a new thing until a very few years
ago0

But now municipalities own all the
waterworks and municipalities own all
the electric light systems. In Western
Canada cities séem bound to own all
their street railways.

Poubtless the last stand was made in
Regina last week when a determined
sffort was made by a corporation to se-

;curr- a franchise from the people of

i Regina. But the proposition was de-

E featcd by a vote of two to 1 and the

corporation received about 25 per cent

il of the necessary vote. A couple of days
Jater the same people by a vote of
ghout 10 to 1 expressed a desire for a
sircet railway system owned and con-
trolled by the city. ' )

Twenty years ago the movement for
public ownership of waterworks became

No person ' would
think of corporation ownership of wat-

very pronounced.

erworks now.

Ten vears ago cities began to g0 in
for public ownership of electric light
and power plants. Cities are not giv-
tng a - clectric light franchises now.

At present the movement is for pib-
lic ownership of street railways. In
‘he next ten years very few. cities will
jve out franchises to private concerns.

o
ARMIES TAKING THE FIELD

Hostilities between Peru and Ecu-
ador, and probably involving Belivia,
the i inence of which is recognized
in diplomatic circles, would see, it is
B tiouzht, a change in the map, with
¥ Chile as the ultimatc -beneficidry.

Thouzh not a pariy to the quarrel, and

maintaining outwardly an attitude of

peatrality, it would be. in line with her
known ambitions and suspected de-
signs to seize the opportunity as fav-
orzy ¥ to an extension of her territor-
This opinion is
strongly held at Lima, and has been
the chief factor in dissuading the. Per_u
vians from attacking Ecuador in the
¥ st place, instead of accepting :the
woposal to submit the boundary ‘ques-

1i®%ines northward.

A\

Anotlur lwpoﬂlnt subject 1
cussion ‘was ;that of the 4Qsy ‘umon
tresh vegetables and fruit. ,.'ziiurA !
of living is !nm'euod very muckin th,!!
city on account of the excmivﬂy
duties ‘which are out of all propor"l'
on fruit. -The duty does not profit any
person. - One gentleman remarked
his firm had spent $3,000 on duueso%
tomatoes during the Jast few months:
Tomatoes unnot be purchased in. Can:
ada. ~W&termelons are payluﬁ a'd
‘which -amounts to 300 per e‘ent.*h?
watemelpns cannot be secured in his
country at this time. :

The openlng of the Indian reser\ee
is another matter: of conslderable 1nter~
est, The*demrtment at’ Otw.w&
beén.very active in this respect. . But
the :Indians have to be concerned anﬂ
the: policy is delayed on aecount of
their opposition in many cases. How=
ever, the department has shown that
it is ready and anxious and willing to
co-operate ‘in-order to deal "with the
Indian, who occuples vastly more land
than he. really needs. It is ‘possible
that the different boards which have
been complaining have not always done
their pari in: attempting to secure the
consent of the Indians. z

However, it is well that this malter
has been tal\en up again and:it:is w
be hoped that the boards wil conth'ma
the campaign L4

The resolutions adopted by the bo:u'd
are reasonmable, practicable and wm
bring results. -

O

BRITAIN'S LESSENING DRINK BikL

of the United Kingdom for 1909, com-
niunicated to the London press by Mr
Geo. “Wilson, secretary of the. alliapce
it appears that the considerab}e redue-,
tions noticed for some, )ear%'siill con-
tinue. His analysis of the figures plnces
the total e\:pendlture for last. year at
£155,162,485, as compared with -£181>
060,482° in 1908,.a decrease of “£5,897,
997" Theé' consumption of spirits wés

by 645,396 barrels. Wine, however, 4n-
creased by 163,744 gallons. Mr. Wilson
observes that had there been no “in<
crease in prices the reduction on_ the
total expenditure would have : been
£11,147,997, or upwards of $55,000,000.

Several causés co-operated during
1909 to reduce the consumptiaon of a!-
coholic liquors. These are stated as the
continuous, change in the habivts of, ‘;ha
people, the recent depression in’ trade
and  the increased price of spldt;ﬁ
which has:been the chief factér in the
enormous: reduction‘of over 7,000,0p0 |
ga'llons. out of a total consuimpticm, 4in
1908 of 38,133, 721 gallons. The increase
in pri¢e was” due to Mr. Lloyd- Genl‘gc s
budget. and Mr. Wilson estimiates tiat
since its first introduction at.the end
of April of last year, the publfe have
paid~$22,500,000/more than they othot‘
wise . would _have, done. Of this sum,
alfghtly less than '$15, 000,000 went m
additional: duty, ‘the “balance so.ing to
“the_:trade.’’ “Additional profits ~were

%a to arbftration; But” the “fresh
cawse of quarrel-—the attack: on the
Peruvian consulate in the Ecuadorean
epital—raised - popular ,indignation “to
such a pitch that the Peruviar; gb\fErn-
ment had no ‘alternative but to pre-
pare for eventualities.

Today the.situation finds.the armies
of both. countriesin-the frontier, mobil-
ing in anticipation of an overt act
that would .precipitate a declaration of
war. The ¢ontending armies are nearly
tqual in strength, each having some
1000 actives, well armed and fairly
well drilled as South American tactics
0. At sea Peru has a decided ad-
i Vantage, with her .two new ' 3,000-ton
P tuisers  and threef smaller ‘craft, as
§ ininst Bolivia’s ‘negligible showing of

marmed vessels fit only ag transports.
 Pinancially, neither country. is in shape
tokeep an army-in the field on a fight-

Ing basis, and as neither Kas borrowing

Power, it is not seéen how hostilities
i an be prolonged. Advices from  Bo-
| lvia made it appear that she would join
| hands with Ecuador, but at last ac-
p founts no active steps to carry out such
3 & policy had been taken.

b Secretary -Knox. and King . Alfonso

‘hve striven:ta ‘hold Yeru and. Ecuador
0 ‘the terms of the pmtwol under
L Which the Spanish; monarch ‘was to ar-
EMtrate the origlnal cause of -quarrel,

‘\“ all to no purpoge

——~———-o——-.-;-_._
" WARD OF TRADE RESOLUTIONS

The resolutions of the Calgary Board
X Trade to pe submitted to the cem-
Mutlon of the Assoctated Boards of
Trade. of the west, which wore adopt-
:at 3 general meetln‘ yesterday af-
100h are very' semsible and without
‘:::bt Wil meet ‘“with the approval of
Convention and @ eventually have

800d resytg,
The firgt resolution  refers to .pre-
- ™Ving some part ofithe-range -that
:,,Mm for the mtueflnduatry It re-
‘u‘dlnends that a ceftain portion be set
for grazing, that the grazing
%5 be made permanent and extend-
oui ‘2:" a number of years. Through-
3 larberta and Saskatchewan there
. 8¢ areas which are suitable for
_v:mam!fand nothing eise. But  into
“ﬂeade: these areas ‘unwise ‘home-
P “eds have gained entrance and haye
o athe large cattle men to. too
i Teas, and resulted disastrously
B It must bhé remembered that
Ever, g ¢ industry’ n ﬂr)s»coun'-ry is'a
'Itwm e s *mnomnt"‘ona and that
B Shc'?ntmue to'be: an’ mwtant one,
ould continue tp be‘an’ impert-

At

ﬁm‘:n: But in.order fp';werve the
Ndustry ‘there ﬂu@"bem de-
*f Permanence shoist 4, and there

be "othing permanent-if the Teases

i ° Subject ¢
9t tio yem° “n@m on’ a utlee
t"e 18 no desire WM -.‘the ‘scope
" settiers, - Byt igtie ‘rievance is
settlers ofttime insist i pitching
s and staking out land, which |

n

atrmuluu-‘! ma 'M M :

algo' made in beer, so that apparentiy
the budget has ‘not been altogéther' a
burden ‘on' the’liquor business. Tt will
now, - however, _be' hit more heavily b}'{
the increased license duties, which, i
they are maintained are expected .to
put many of the smallef concefns’ ot
of -business. ..

-FOREST- PRODUCTS 2
\ :

The Forestry Branch of the Domin-
fon: Department of the Interior hias Just
issued  its eighth = bulletin; .éntitled
“Forest Products in Canada, 1908.” T’he
bulletin ‘gives the result of .the first |
year's work of -the branch in ithe c.gi
lection ot statistlcn regarding. the | ant
nual production in Canada ®f, lumbei.
pulpwood, polés and other wwood W
ducts. The statistics have been com:
piled from answers to circulars sent
out by the branch to manufacturers:in
the d“’terent wood-working industr!ﬁ
Whileit; is' not: claimed that: they are
complete, yet' the figures seem to be
the most comprehensive yet published
The work was new, both to the manu-
facturers i and to the officials of . the
forestry, branch, and mistakes have no
doubt-occurred in it. The work is-to be
‘continued,  however, and increasing
familiarity iwith the work, béth oni.the
part of the manufacturers and on- thnt
of “the branch will. doubtless * brins
about greater accuracy and cpmplete-
ness in‘the.returns. The total value of
the production of lumber, lathy shlngl.gg
cross-ties, poles and pulpwood durl’np
the year was- $67,425,044, The- prodpex
tion of sawn lumber is shown by t.he
figures . to" be about 3,348,176,000" feef.
board measure. per annum, »valuea -a.t
'$54,338,036. In this Ontario leads ighb
a production of '1,294,794,000 feet, vained
at. $54,398,077. Quebec is second with
690,135,000 feet of the value bf $10,888,"
608, and British Columbia third,- with
647,977,000 feet, worth 80,107 186. The
other provlnces rank in the foljowing"
order: New . Brunswick, 3‘08 ,400,000
valued at'$4,081,402; Nova Scogle. 210 .
825,000 feet, of the value of 32,873,73&‘,_
Saskatchewan, 91,166,000 feef, valubd
at $1,576,820; : Manitoba, 56,44 7,000 feet,
value; $867,969; Alberta, 41,382,000 Teat
valued.at $593,244. The total’ produc-
tion. of ‘woodpulp i 363,070 téns, made
from 482477 cords of wood and yal-
ued at $2,9216:3. ' Bijtiva (‘olumh.a
easily ~leads. in the production; of
shingles;  proicing 794,652,000 of the
value of $i391,305. Ita neiarest gonrs
petitor is:Quebec, which produced 406,
440,000, valued at $849,787, and then
sollow -in " thelr order, Ontatio, With™a
wodueﬂon of 223,533,000, valtued ; At
$461,155; - New. Brunswiok, _ m.iuwoo
‘worth. -$325,865: Nova

as,ru,qeo ‘valued at $69,370; Manitobu; |-

+1,125,000, _vwﬂh 33,150, sm8

fdr the' Dmhlvn was m«om
lhladu the aggregate value' ot which
,101,996. In the mnmcu;e%:

: her nearest competltot’. New Bruns-

From an estimate of the drink.Hifi

less by 17,022,775 gallons, and of beer .

‘!lck, the value of whose nod\lct is
088. Quebec made ’8.914‘000 llﬂll.
‘worth $189,076; British’ Columbia 86.-

62,638,000 worth. $136,8903; “Saskatehe-
‘wan, 18,477,000, valued- at . $40,173;
Manitoba, 7,370,000, at:a value of '§10,-;
200, and Alberta 1,069,000, worth $3,-
584. The total number -of laths manu-
factured was 671 662.000 o! the- \ ue
of 8]'48'{;125 :

Duzing . the year. z{o @Bﬁw -
|, chased 13,987,416 o -;ﬁq for' ¥ eh
they paid $5,281,685. OF hepe Hie steam
railways (47 in numbér having a: total
of 25,722 miles_of  trackd: bought .12
738,157, pay!ng therefor %,ISD,UA Jind
‘the. electric roads (purr;beri-r&? 1
‘having 818 miles of ~trs¢k) xirch
240,259 ties cqstugrtsz o1t ]
cludlng under this term both the mt-
ern and the western: cedars). is ecasily
the favorite wood - for ties, twice as
many ties being of. thisagpecies as of
any- other, while ‘hemlock and tamar-
ack in about equal numbers take next
iplace. Reports as to the poles purchas-
ed were received {rom 46 telegre,ph and
telephone companies,’ 151 electric light,
power amnd rall“ay ,cempames and 19
steam railways ow nlng thelr pole Hines.*
These represent se,su milés of .line,’
supported by 2433 245 poles: These
companies bought a .fdtal of 185.807
Ppoles, paying for:these, at the point of
ipurchase; $284,549.. Of .these 185,807
poles 162,211 were. of: ' cedar, other
woods used-being tamaracks spruce and
Pouglas fir. :

A O: R

EDITORIAL NOTES

And ‘mother ear;h;lj!d her face be+
hind a cloud as this’gay young comet
came thundering, forth. to throw his]
arms about her. Coy mother earth!

The public would ‘have more respect
for the -premier ‘it he did net try ;to
sldestep. even ‘thqugh a straight sta.te-
ment . would show. .that he had. ‘been
wrong. & ek, LI e
It is satisfactory +to.find that Hal-
ley’s comet is receiving more telegraph
space than Jim Jefiries and the Black
€loud, but Halley’s comet comes only
gnce in seventy- ﬁve years.

-'I‘_hc tail of Halley’s comet is some-
thing like a million miles in width. .If
some ball players- we. might mention
vould use that for a. walloping stick,
they might hit the ball sometimes.

With the coming of the baseball re-
turns last pight, many  a .Joval_  fan|
would not have objected very much if
Mr, Halley had given this portion of
the universe a little tighter squeeze
with the tail of.his comet.

It is with a feeling of pity and sor-
row that one. witnesses the premier of
Alberta giving evidence  before . the
commission, ‘evadinig, - sidestepping,
dedging and ﬂounderin‘ abeut. There
iS no attempt. at; nmlghtforward
answers or at candid evidence. . And
that is the man who is at the head. of
the  province at’ the “time Yof 'its “de-
Velopment. It is a mattér of great Te-
gret. " - :

With the C. P_.‘R."awarvding a_con-
tract- of over $5;000,000° for irrigation

numerable in all parts of the province;
and. a second irrigation company’ going
to ‘work on a large scale and two
other railways bulldlng as fast as they
can, one can have some idea that Al-
berta is getting somewhat- busy. these
days and will contifiue to be- busy for
some time to some >

o -

The Drug Weakness

(Toronto:-Globe.) «

The American ‘Pharmaceutical - So-
-ciety has taken a’ decided stand against
the carrying on ot any kind of business
that will encoutage or- facilitate -the
consumption of intoxicating liquor as
a- beverage . or the use‘'of drugs that

its. ~ This action ‘will-have a heneficial

tended {0 frustratethe efforts of pro-
hibition workers' and “in- calling, pub-
lic attention to the growth  of habits
that lead to self-destruction by’ insid-
ious and often unsuspected means. It
is eéxtremely difficnlt’ to . prevent .the
Lunfit from devising some means of
self-destruction.” The man who. prefers
the .temporary hilarity. of a beclouded
mind or the forgetful ‘dreams of sys-
pended intelligence. to the normal de-
lights of mental and :physical health

been his common means - of self-des-
fruction, and under- ‘the . spell ‘of, its
stimulation he olten brings’ calamijty
on others as well as an himself. “The
svant and suffering, ‘too, resulting from
the weakening of mind-and body: af-
flict others in no way to blame.

Orlc.ntal and southern influenees and
the more. general diffusion of a know-
ledu of ‘drugs other - means of: alow
self-destruction “have-come into use.
',I‘he unfit can find in- morphlne, co-
calne, ether, and, other ‘drugs ‘méans of

ivarious formrs.0f :mentakab- -
érration. The nJmoat universal ‘medi-
cine habit tends to remove-any aver-
sfon of fear with regard ‘to-such.prac-
tices, andthe. eﬁec

beyond his control- before - his condi~
tion is known to or suspected by his
friends. Indnlnnce in a.lcot;ouc Dbev-

the subject at ence under the notice of
his friends, and influences are set at
work of a reformatory nature, -But in

ten no ngtlenble ot
of reclamation. The easy- possibilities
of the drug habit were  illustrated by
soldiers . during -a. recent campaign,

who discovered ‘that the: cordite: in
Ftheir mtmm was m‘w \ld

wotld produce the -partigl-

mve sou.ht to‘f:’:;ou
‘have 2 far-reaching: influence,
jaws are more absolutely maont

£62,000 worth 8208155' Noya- Se&ls. 9

+| one, made from five separate lists sub-

Tin ‘s compo.m List “Uncle ; T.q
I.ud. W%th “East Lynne" a ctm
. Second,

The Dramatic Mirror has given a list’
of ‘the- 'tten plays most acted” at the
prelem, time.” The list is a composite

mitted by men with a knowledge of the
subject.

At the head of the list, Jike Abou Ben |

Adhem leading- all‘the rest, we find our
old friend, “Uncle- Tom’'s Cabin” Only.

“Ten Nights in a Barroom” and “East}

Liynne” are anywhere near it ‘in’ the
public esteem. {

The remaining seven, in the order of
their popularity, are *“Camille,” The
Tiwo Orphans” ‘Rip Van Winkle,”|
“Hamlet,” “Jerry the Tramp,” "Hazel'
Kirke” and “Faust.” l

But while the ten are entitled to pre=y
cedence as ‘“the most acted plays there
are others: ‘which might be termed
“much acted plays” which the compiler
of the composite list thought worthy;

+-of special mention.

“These are’ ‘‘Colleen Bawn,” "Monte!
Cristb,” “The Octoroon,” “Fanchon the
Cticket,” “Oliver Tw'st,” “Lady Au-'
ldey’s Secret,” “Streets of New York”;
and “'Way Pown East.” |

it is when reading over. lists like'
these- that we get a fair idea of the
troybles.that the “new theatre move-
ments.” ' the - “Shakespeare revivalists”.
and the ““drama-with-a-purpose” . en-
thusiasts are fated to encounter. - _

"Their theories. are no doubt.exceed-
ingly good. They certainly look well in
print. But the vast mass of_show-
goers remain practically uninoculated.
They know "what they want and they
are getting 'it. - And they don’t want
ahything else,

While . “Broadway successes” come
and have their }ittle hour and go, and

the “intellectual drama” leads. the pre-

carious existence that mere intellect
frequently leads in this world - the im-;
mortal “ten most acted plays,” not to
mention divers other favorites like the,
“Ticket of Leave Man” ‘and ‘“‘Hawk-'
shaw the Detective,” pursue their
trinmphant way. '

They may not know the boards of the;
leading metropolitan theatres except at
rare intervals. But in more modest
surroundings in city;, town and country
they are supplying the general -public
with the special brand of action and;
emotion that it undoubtedly prefers.

The editor of the Mirror, contem-I
plating the composite list, falls into a|
depreciative vein., He says that thexe,
is ‘hardly one among them  excepti
‘“Hamlet” that compliments the taste ot'
the general public. He adds that "the]
‘drama that satisfies the multitude is
simple drama, and it deals with ele-
mentary facts.”

This may be true. But what is to be,
done? - Uncle Tom and Hazel K. and;
Jerry the Tramp and the rest have:
such an-awful hold on the country that '
it seems almost a waste of time to try

i

iheads,” said to be those of two ladies

WE expected as mu(fhx.. ,The fu'st ten ‘days
cleared about 5500 rolls of wallpapers: out
of stock. A record sale of its kind in this'part
of the country. But can you wonder when such.

sensational bargains wewe offered? The . sale . continues with about 200

bundles to choose fromai; the following: prices: s
$2.00 to $5.00 worth‘“of R O A SR e S R
$400to$900worthotpapersfur........................... $100
$7.50 to ‘B]:)OO\\orthofpa,pers forcocsmbi  connem o o Sk 30

Also-about 5000 rolls of ceiling and border in bundles of from 10 to 20
rolls. - Regular values fmm 15¢ to $1.00 avoll. Price perbundle........50¢"

- Also a quantltv of var mshed papers sfor kltchens bath-rooms, etc. Regular
Bcroll. ™ "Bale plice BEL U Flasd ST EL Rl G e ks s mie v s e 25¢

s er wALLrAPEgs 'NOW.

IN MEMORY OF THE GREAT RULERWE HAVE LOST, KING
EDWARD VII, STORE WILL BE CLOSED ALL DAY FRIDAY.

M

would have merely marked the site
where the AGld Brig had been.

There is, says the Scotsman, no. ma=
terial change in the outward aspect of
the bridge, but the fact that there is so'
{little to show for the expenditure of
over £11,000 may be taken as an indi=
cation of the judicious manner in
which the experts have carried out
their work. Every, stone in the struc-l
ture was examined and probed, andi
every joint was cleaned out to‘an un-‘
usual depth and filled in with strong
cement. The’contours of the old bridge
have been preserved, and even the;
broken-backed south arch is untouched.'
'and it retains its abnormal appearance,’
The stone in the east parapet with the
now almost obliterated outlines of two

Owing to the booklet “The
Mainstay of Multitudes,”
having been delayed on the

press it has been decided:

who originally buiit the bridge, 'is in

L5
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¢onstruction and building roads in- 1|

tend to the formation of injurious hab- |

effedt - in checking. a. trade:that ‘has|-

is certainly of the .unfit. Alcohol has ||

: Of late years owing to the growth .et ]

Jstich thag the |’
vietim may cultivite habits thdt are||

erages produces: conditions: that' bring |,

self-destruction: by aupythere is: of-: ]
victim is beyond. all rea.lon&ble hope 3

:they desired. Lemwkm has already

-on public aumtt than those designed |

Qnm takes. first nmo ﬁ;h-

to save men and women t--v mom--
BOIVNOB. /1 S P TE S S -

» DRk - o its old position, and the undulations of
the roadway- also, to some extent, re-;
The “Auld B"Q" °f Ayr Imaln as before. The operations' have’
brought to‘light the rudiments of anl
" The! works for ‘fie preservation of|old gatehouse or watch-house' on ‘the
the’ Auld Brig f Ayr, which have been ! east side. It is not considered.probable,!
going on for three years, have been!the Scotsman adds, that the Auld Brig
practically eompleted, says the London : of recent historic times is the original
Times. Readers  of the Times Wl“'bridge but there can be no doubt that
récall the great effort made some five ,it-is the Awld Brig that Burns immor-l
years ago to save the old bridgé, which'talized; and it is.still substantially the
had become unsafe, and was about to!structure that he knew. The whole
be rebuilt. - Lovers of Burns were much | work: of preservation has been.carried!
alarmed, " the: - engineering DPOIESﬂon‘out under the personal -superintend-
was §0 much moved that ‘many’ engi-!ence of Mr. W. 8. Wilson, C, E. Glas-
neers voluntarily surveyed the bridge. | gow, and ‘Mr..  Morris, with whom was
and Lord Rosebery uttered an earnest’ 'associated Mr. John Youg, Burgh;
plea that it might not.be ‘wiped out of ; Surveyor, of Ayr, as representing the
existence. The movement thus power-|town council.
filly -supported, was, happily crowned
with success. “The town‘council’s first
intention was reversed, and the bridge,| ' You do not-have to leave the house
which will be'thrown’open to the pub-jio get word to good help in Calgary.

Hc this'summer, is B Auld Brig of | Ph 83 and put 'an ad. ‘in the Al- M 33
Ayr, lsn:tead :f :. n‘:\:‘ sbr{:ilge, ;r}gx‘icohiberz:f\ Classified columns. The 0" nlng' Albertan a Year

to extend the closing date
of the Children’s 'Contest
“from  April 30 to June 20

=
B

Commencing This M orning, Thursday,
May 18, Contmumg Unttl Sat., May 28---Just 9 Days

=

We are offering our large and well assorted stock of Kitchen, Dmmg Room, Bedroom and Parlor Furni-
ture, also Carpets, Linoleums and Housefurnishings at 20 PER CENT. discount off our regular price. This
isa grea.t opportunity to furnish or refurnish your home and Save Money. 5

tarts This Mommg at 9 a.m.
Be On Hand Early!

REMEMBER OUR EASY PAYMENT PLAN HOLDS GOOD THROUGHOUT TH{S STOGK-;&E
DUGING SAI-E.

lease Remember.
Thts is No Removal, Slaughter or Sacrifice SaIe

Thm is a gemune 20 per cent. dlscount on every. piece of furniture in our store. -Also remember, we
_ carry the largest stock of medium priced furmture in Alberta You w111 be sure to find what you want'in

‘204 Eighth
Ave. East

Phones |

1169, 2075 |

Calgary s Most Progressive
| Furmtpre Store

B




