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“ his mind to marry he might take his

To-day we show for the-first timeé in our Western
‘  Window the last word in Baby Beds. This Bed makes the
*  falling out of the baby impossible. It is the only real,
i modern, sensible sleeping arrangement that saves both

|
i
. the United States.
. It will mean more to you

in at all.

i

l

|

mothez; and ‘baby. - It'is in use in every civilized country '
on earth, and is bought by the nobility and peasants of all
Europe, etc., as well as by the wealthy and poor alike in

thing else on earth that money can buy. ’
It places the baby in bed with you snugly and yet not

¥ miny suttors. London in te sime ot|
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and to your baby than any-
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The World’s
Greatest

'

Love Stories.

How Thomas Coutts, the Famous
Banker, Married a Maidservant and
Left His Millions to an Aetress.

The famous bank of Coutts and Co.,
in the Strand, has, since the 18th
century, safeguarded the forcunes of
the richest and most aristocratic fami-
lies in England. It was founded by
four brothers, who came from Edin-
burgh in 1762, and its prosperity was
mainly due to Thomas Coutts, the
youngest of them, who eventually be-
came the sole director of the firm and
one of the wealthiest @men in the
country. How, for love, he bestowed
his - great fortune upon a Scots ser-
vant-girl, and then upon a strolling
play-actress, is one of the strangest
romances in London life.

Thomas Coutts lived over the count-
ing-house of a branch office, while
James, his brother, dwelt in the head
bank at 59, Strand. By the time the
business had been securely establish-
ed, receiving the patronage of the no-
bility and gentry, both partners were
courted by the leaders of London
society. Thomas Coutts, especially,
was welcomed in the highest circles.
A handsome man, with a quiet dig-
r'xity and charm of manner and a
shrewd sense of humour, he was also
very cultured, and could hold his own
in the most intellecutal and fashion-
able assemblies.. Many great ladies
gset their caps at this bachelor, who
was the biggest banker in England,

" and women with great titles, 'or with
young daughters, smiled most sweetly
and prepared their most honeyed com-
pliments when he came into their
drawing-rooms. Whenever “T o m
Coutts,” as they called him, made up

choice among many ladies of quality
eager to give him their beauty and af-
fection in return for his money-bags.

A Bride From the Basement.

Imagine, therefore, the consterna-
tion, the shrill laughter, the spiteful
words, the-malicious gossip, when the
news leaked out that Tom Coutts, the
most desirable bachelor in the town,
had become engaged to his brother's
maid-of-all-work!

“The man is mad!” screamed my
Lady Lavington. ‘“He does it to flout
us,” cried the beautiful Countess of
Buntingford. - “He ought to be sent
to the Tower,” exclaimed the Hon-

quiet way, and arranged for his
wedding with Betty Starkey, who had
come down from Edinburgh with a
print frock, a pair of pattens, a wood-
en box with a change of linen and a
best dress, a bonny face, a laughing
heart, ‘and strong arms to clean and
scurb. Tom Coutts had heard the
magic of her laughter. The sound of
it had pleased him more than the
simepring smiles of the fashionable
beauties in London drawing rooms.
He had seen that the bloom on her
cheeks did not come off like that of
the painted ladies of high society.
He had tasted her apple pies and
found them very good. He had seen
her sewing and scrubbing and dust-
ing, with untiring industry .and un-
failing cheerfulness, and this Edin-
burgh lassie seemed to have better
qualities for wifehood than the wo-
men who whispered scandal behind
their fluttering fans. He put his arm
about her waist, kissed her on the
‘cheek, and gave her money for a wed-
ding gown.
The Banker’s Wife.

For a while the engagement was
kept secret and Betty Starkey con-
tinued to perform her household du-
ties. One day a young clerk came in
with dirty boots, which Betty asked
him to wipe on the mat. He refused
insolently, Wwhereupon Betty “dressed
him down,” and said, “Before long I
will make you pull off your shoes,
and stockings, too, if I choose!”—up-
on which the young clerk was natur-
ally much mystified.

By degrees James Courtts swallowed
his pride, and at last attemded the
wedding feast at the house in St. Mar-
tin’s Lane to,which Tom took the lady
of his choice, described by Lord Dun-
donald as ‘“‘a most modest, respectable,
and handsome young woman.” Here
many great gentlemen visited them
and, to quote Lord Dundonald again,
Mrs. Tom Coutts’s “good sense, ami-
able disposition, and exemplary con-
duct endeared her to all her husband’s
family, and commanded the respect of
everyone who knew her.”

The splendid common sense and
simplicity which distinguishes so
many Scotswomen, however humble
in rank they may be, enabled Betty to
take her place in the best society
without embarrassing her husband,
whose private fortune increased stead-

ourable ; : Lettice ' Farnaby. Even
James, the elder brother, was deeply
annoyed that Tom should

stoop S0

ily as the years passed by, and who
became the supreme head of the bank
upon the death of his brother James.

low for:‘his bride—as low as the
bagsement kitchen of 59, Strand.
. But Thomas Coutts smiled in his

Married Aristoerats.
_ His wife bore him three daughters,
and when they were on the threshold

i
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to capture “Tom Coutts’s _M!?tetsg'5
as they were called, but found thew |

‘eplendid” entertainments at his ‘house.

| Betty the servant-maid, made great

| ost, married Sir Francis Burdett, from

‘|'name: was linked with his own,

{ acting her most famous part as Aud-

as their fathers wealth, attracted

well guarded by a man who was éaj
shrewd in social life as in his busi-
ness. But he .was not austere, and
for his daughters’ sakes. he gave

which were attended by many of the
jich noblemen whose fortunes passed
through his ledgers at the bank.

_So it happened that the children ot

matches and became the wives and
mothers of aristocrats. Susan the
eldest, married the Eafl of Guilford.
Frsnces, the second, married the Mar-
qness of Bute; and Sophia, the young-

whom was decended  the Baroness

Burdett-Coutts, the greatest “lady

bountiful” of Vietorian England.

In the autumn of his life a domestic
tragedy afflicted Thomas.Coutts, who
had risen to such prospereity and who
seemed to be the most enviable of
mortals. Betty, his wife, whom ke
had loved with an enduring affection,
was stricken with illness and lost ker
reason. It was a blow at the heart of
a man who,” beneath his garvity of
manner, had a tender and sensitive
nature, and who, at seventy years of
age, when his daughters had . made
homes of their own, still desired wo-
manly companionship.

It was at this period of his_  life,
when,  according to public opinion, he
was ‘“old enough to know better,” that
the great banker plunged into a new
romance.

For some years he had taken a great
interest in the drama, and had been a
generous patron of many theatrical
enterprises. Needless to say, such a
friend of the playhouse was weelcom-
ed behind the scenes, and he had no
difficulty in forming the acquaintance
of any actor or actress to whom he
wished to pay his compliments. It
soon became whispered about the
town that “old Tom Coutts” was pay-
ing many compliments to Harriett
Mellon, whose pretty face had captur-
ed younger hearts than his own.

: Born in a Barn.

This charming littlé actress had
been born in a barn—the daughter of
a strolling player and his wife, who
wandered about the country perform-
ing in small halls and earning a pre-
carious livelihood. The child trotted
by the side of her mother’s skirt, and
as soon as she was old enough played
small parts. in stock companies rath-
er similar to that of Mr. and Mrs.
Crummless, with = their remarkable
boys and the “infant phenomenon,” as
descrbed by Dickens in “Nicholas
Nickleby.” From this rough-and-
tumble-life little Harriet was rescued
by some benevolent ladies and sent to
a good boarding school. But the
spirit of play acting Wwas in her blood.
and as soon as she left school she
went back’ to her old profession and
toured the -provinces again. She had
a talent and vivacity and roguish
beauty which quickly attracted the
notice of managers and made her a
favourite with the public. = A critic
comparing her with other celebrated
actresses, remarked that, while Miss
Farren was elegant, Mrs. Jordan fas-
cinating, Mrs. Goodall delightful, and
Miss De Camp “set half the fellows
mad,” Miss Mellon looked like a:girl
fresh from the country, with "bloom-
ing complexion, a tall, fine figure, rav-
en locks, ivory, teeth, a cheek like a
peach, and coral lips.

Just as Tom Coutts had been fascin-
ated by the simple charms of Betty
Starkey, the maid-servant, so now he
was_smitten by the fresh beauty of
Harriet Mellon. He was an elderly
man, with grown-up daughters, but
there seems to be no age-limit for ro-
mance, and he was touched with a ten-
der sentiment for this actress.

Soon after their first meeting he
sent her a note for £100, assuring her |
of his esteem. A little later the
gossips began to wag their ' tongues,
when Harriet gave out to her friends
that she had won £10,000 in a lot-
tery. As she would not mention the
name of the lottery suspicion, was
aroused and scandal set on foot.
Journalistic blackmailers threatened
to expose the actress unless she paid
for silence. Paragraphs were pub-
lished in . the newspapers hinting
that “a certain well-known actress,
Miss H—— M——, was receiving fav-
ours from a rich and venerable bank-
er whose house of business was not
a thousand miles away from' Charing
Cross.” One of .these papers remark-
‘ed that “a rich banker had’ lately ac:
quired a relish for' melon, and had)
;:_‘T;h:sed a slicc -at a very dear

il

A Vialt to Deury Lane. |

. Thomas Coutts ﬂ”’tend ndal an.
e bought a house called Holly Lodge.

on & special mission 1o see Harrio|

me “As You Like It,” and ‘wear-
1ing, we are told, “a short petticoa

e M

Iy manner. Then one night he went| "

Liniment.

cures Rhewmatism, Lumbago, Neural-
gia, and all Aches and Pains. Over
Ten Thousand bottles sold this year.
Call ‘at our Drug Store, Theatre Hill,
‘and see for yourself.

Stafford’s
Prescription “A”

a cure for Indigestion, Dyspepsia,
Catarrh, Gastritls, and Nervous Dys-

pepsia, For sale by 300 outport mer-
cants, Price: small size, 25 cents;

post 5 cents extra. Large size, 50
cents; ‘post 10 cents extra.

Stafford’s
Phoratone
Cough Cure.

a fine remedy for Coughs, Colds,
Bronchitis, Asthma and Various Lung
troubles. For sale also by 300 out-
port merchants. Price, 25 cents;
postage, 5 cents extra.

These prescriptions are prepared

only by
DR. F. STAFSFt(.mD & SON,

nov17 tAf John’s, Nfld.

and yellow silk stockings with black
clocks.” She saw him between the
acts, and found that he was. Very
grave. He said he could no longer
bear to see her “made up for the
stage,” and he urged her to abandon
her profession for his sake. She
obeyed his wish there and then, and
never appeared behind the footlights
again. But the relationship of the
elderly man to this pretty and popu-
lar girl could only end in one way,
and shortly after his wife’s death
Thomas Coutts called upon the young
lady at Holly Lodge.

“My dear,” he said, “you must come
with me to church and be married.
Your reputation will otherwise be de-
stroyed. ;

She obeyed again, and the child who
had been born in a barn became the
wife of the greatest banker in Eng-
land.

“Dear old Tom,” as she called her
-husband, did not regret.the romance of
his old age. Harriet was a faithful
wife to him, and, although he gave
her unlimited money te spend — no
less. than £28,000 for pin. money in
one year—she gave most of it away
in charity, and was always a simple-
hearted woman with great gifts of
gaiety, and with a warm heart be-
neath her bodice.

‘Duchess of St. Albans.

‘When Thomas Coutts died there
was found in his study a portrait of
his wife across which he had written
the date of her retirement from the
stage, “when,” he wrote, “she mar-
ried Thomas Coutts, banker, of the
Strand, which proved: the greatest
blessing of his life and made him the
happiest of men.”

But the greateest proof of his devo-
tion: was the fact that upon his death
he bequeathed ‘every penny of his
vast fortune to his wife. The widow
of “old Tom. Coutts,” who as a child
had often gone hungry, was now one
of the richest ladies in England. Five
years later she became a duchess as
the wife of the ninth Duke of Si.
Albans. But she was still as gener-
ous and simple-hearted as when she
had used her ‘“‘pin-money” for char-
ity and shared her pay as an actress
with poorer friends. Dying without
children in 1837, she gave back to the
Coutts family the entire fortune she
Lha,d received, and it went to the
Barness Burdett-Coutts, who made
a noble use of it. 4

Whatever may be said of the char-
acter of Thomas Coutts himself, this
at least is certain—that in the choice
of his first wife, Betty ‘the maid-
servant, and of his-second wife, Har-
riet the- play-actress, he showed rare
wisdom. They were both good wo-
men. -

hine and North Sea
Canal Plans Approved.

progress- is being made with the
L work, which when completed will al-

410w the passage of fair-sized -vessels |

10 steamh a “P8r as Berlin; it is now
erﬁ that the plans for a new canal
Afrom the Rhine: tp~ the North 'Sea

WiJL soon. be: pageed by the govern-
| LT
" .Two schemes are under considera-.
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- Berlin, Nov. 10.—While satléfactory, &

. Thon y 8 i tidn. the' intention. being. to give the | B

easy excuse. for maleious, gossip when/| J1V€T 2 mouth in German territory, | |
g (and thus divert Geérman traffic from

Holland.- - The® proposed waterway |

| Mellon at Drury Lane, where s was | :
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With the advent of cool nights and a hint. of com-
ing frost in the air

'Warm BED Coverings

make their need felt.
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This week we present offerings that will appeal to
the thrifty  housekeeper

l - WOOL BLANKETS

from $2.00 to $10.00 -per pair.

’ Come to us for your Blankets and you will find
the stock to select from, also good value
for your money.

S. MILLEY

e ————————

ol bbb bbb b b b bbb b bbb bbb b 4

S. H. PARSONS & SONS,

Photograph Studios, corner of Water and
Prescott Streets,

are open every night till nine o’clock, later by appointment. Photographs
taken by our new Electric Lamp are equal in every respect to those taken
in daylight. Orders for Miniatures, Water Colours and Enlargements for

CHRISTMAS

_ Presents should be placed as soon as possible.
A good line of Mouldings in stock. We make a special feature of
Framing Pictures. v o
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Fashionable Furs
for all occasions.

HERE is never a time during the ap-
proaching .season when furs are not both
becoming and necessary, and this season’s furs
far surpass those of any previous one, never
before have we carried such a variety of beau-

tiful furs in so many noveliand fashionable
styles,

- We have a brilliant display of C
y o ollars,
Stoles, Throw-overs and Muffs either in sets
or Separate, in Mink, Marten, Sable, Squirrel
and other furs, These make a fine selection

from which to choose gifts for: the coming
Christmas Season, '

! ﬁ‘e f“is e are dplaying ths yer gre
ou {GSS e. Fmest selection ever shown in
the@;tx‘a_,pglﬁ, we recommend you to call and see
gngr:n before making any . definite Choice else-
[Ep . g | o
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