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Obstruction Run Mad-

As will be seen by reference to 
our account of parliamentary pro­
ceedings, the Dominion House of 
Commons last week placed to its 
credit the longest continuous sit­
ting in parliamentary history. 
The necessity for such a long sit­
ting devolved upon the Govern­
ment in consequence of the near 
approach of the expiry of Parlia 
ment, and the undignified and ob­
structive tactics employed by the 
opponents of remedial legislation. 
The principal of remedial legisla­
tion has been admitted by the 
House of Commons by the vote on 
the second readingXof the bill, 
which, as our readers know, was 
carried by a substantial majority. 
But its opponents have so far for­
gotten the. amenities, of parlia­
mentary life, and have so abused 
the|privileges of free speech afford­
ed by the committee stage as to 
deserve the disapprobation of all 
lovers of justice and upholders of 
representative government Hour 
after hour, day after day is con­
sumed in discussions the most ir­
relevant, and altogether foreign to 
the question before the committee. 
Blue books are read by the hour, 
ballads are recited, and anything 
and everything is done to kill 
time and obstruct the business of 
parliament Motions for the com­
mittee to rise are made and dis­
cussed for ten or twelve hours at 
a stretch, simply to afford the ob­
structionists an opportunity of 
talking against time. When a 
mild remonstrance is made against 
this wilful waste of time the Gov­
ernment are charged A»ith a desire 
to stifle free speech and to prevent 
a thorough discussion of the bill. 
Could effrontery be carried to 
greater extremes ; could a more 
malicious determination to block 
tjie work of parliament be 
imagined ? The Government are 
willing and anxious to afford the 
fullest opportunity, for discussing 
the bill ; but the obstructionists 
will not permit such discussion ; 
on the contrary they take up the 
time of parliament discussing 
everything else under the sun.

This disgraceful obstruction is 
indulged in with the hope of talk­
ing out parliament and thus pre­
venting the bill becoming law. 
It is unfortunate that a handful 
of bigots, such as Cartwright, 
Charleton, Davies, McCarthy and 
Martin, abetted by Mr. Laurier, 
can thus ^uselessly consume the 
time of Parliament and waste the 
public money. It is quite evident 
that a system of closure must ere 
long be adopted in order to expe­
dite the progress of public busi­
ness. It will be noticed that 
when obstruction was at the 
worst, And the most unbecoming 
scenes were enacted in the house. 
Mr. Charleton, having presumably 
exhausted all other sources, 
brought his bible into requisition 
for the furtherance of the farce. 
It is satisfactory to know that he 
was severely reprimanded for 
feutÿi irreverent conduct Our 
readers will perhaps remember 
that this is the same "Charleton 
who, session after session, intro­
duces bills for the better obser­
vance of the Lord’s day and for 
the suppression of various trans­
gressions of the moral law. This 
is also the same Charleton who, a 
few years ago, instructed the 
tariff committee of the United 
States Cotigress how best to in­
jure Canada’s lumber trade, as was 
proved on the floor of the House. 
It is the same Charleton who is 
all the time playing into the 
hands of Canada's enemies in the 
United States. It is not. to be 
wondered at that he made such 
an exhibition of his hypocrisy 
and irreverence as that just men­
tioned ; traitor and hypocrite are 
co-ordinate terms.

This is the state of demoraliza­
tion to which Mr. Laurier’s con­
duct regarding remedial legisla­
tion has brought public business. 
For fear of alienating the ultra 
Protestant wing of the Opposi 
tion, he refused to support the 
measure ; in order to retain the 
support of the French Grits, he 
did not vote against it... When it 
passed the second reading he 
stepped aside and left the work 
of obstruction to the extremists of 
both parties, aiding and abetting 
them by his counsel and advice. 
A fine character, surely, to be en­
trusted with the Government of 
this Dominion L
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Our I ocai Legislator.

The report of the Public Works 
Department of the Provincial Gov­
ernment shows that, during the 
past year, upwards of $30,000 
were spent in that department A 
very considerable amount indeed, 
when account is taken of how 
little there is to show for it It is 
true the Government have the 

Grit member for the thirdnew
district of Princs county to show. 
Is the investment such aâ to en­
title it to be chargeable to “capital 
account ?

Dominion Parliament.

(Condensed from Halifax Herald’s Report)

If sittings ofv extraordinary 
length are required at Ottawa in 
consequence of the perversity of 
the opponents of remedial legisla­
tion, the same accusation cannot 
yet be made against those who 
control our Local Legislature. But 
the time is just as effectually wast­
ed as by their friends at Ottawa, 
as, for the past ten days, scarcely 
any sittings at all have been held. 
Our Grit friends in Provincial or 
Dominion politics are bound to 
waste the people’s time and money, 

>---------v ;
As the report of proceedings in 

the Legislature will show, the es­
timates tabled by Premier Peters 
call for $287,919. Last yeffi-, his 
estimates were $299,701, and the 
actual expenditure amounted to 
$302,632.19. It will thus be seen 
that as compared with last year, 
the estimates for the current year 
are about $12,000 less than those 
of last year, and $14,000 less than 
the actual expenditure of the same 
year. What ! are the Govern­
ment going to turn anew leaf, and 
practice economy ? We shall see.

The report of the visiting medi­
cal officer of the Hospital for the 
Insane shows that the number of 
patients on the roll on December 
31st, was 167, being an increase 
during the year, of 14 Thirty- 
two men and twenty-three wo­
men were admitted during the 
year, making the total number 
under treatment 208. Seventeen 
men and eight women were dis­
charged, and six men and ten wo­
men died during the year, leaving 
87 men and 80 women under 
treatment at the end of the year. 
The percentage of recoveries on 
admissions for the year was 18.2. 
This percentage of recoveries is 
very small, the lowest, with the 
exception of 1893, and 1894, 
when it was in round number 17, 
and 7 per cent respectively. In 
years past the percentage of re­
coveries was quite high, fifty and 
sixty per cent But of late years 
it has gradually dwindled down 
to the figures indicated.. There is 
something wrong. Is it princi 
pally due to the non residence of 
the medical officer ?

Premier Peters delivered his 
budget speech in the Legislature 
last evening. It certainly was 
the dullest and most labored effort 
in the shape of a budget speech 
that our Legislature has witness­
ed for many a day. The audience 
was small in comparison with 
that on similar occasions in for­
mer years, and the feebleness of 
the applause at the conclusion in­
dicated how flat the Premier’s 
utterances had fallen on the ears 
of his auditors. It is not much 
wonder that the Premier’s speech 
was up hill work ; indeed it re­
quired no small amount of cour­
age to attempt such a thing at all 
in the face of our deplorable fin­
ancial condition. The estimates 
of expenditure, as published else­
where are, in .round numbers, 
$288,000. The revenue, the Pre­
mier estimates at $287,000. The 
principal items of the revenue are 
the Dominion Subsidy ; Public 
Lands and Provincial Land tax. 
From the Land office $30,000 is 
expected, and $33,500 from the 
Land tax. Towards the close of 
his remarks the Premier, doubt­
less glad of a chance to change 
his subject, treated the house to a 
harangue on Dominion politics. 
He grew warm on this subject. 
He spoke of the bright hopes of 
the Grits coming into power at 
the approaching Dominion general 
election, and then a raid was tobe 
made on the Dominion treasury. 
He knew hie Grit friends, in 
power at Ottawa, would come 
to the rescue and replenish the de­
pleted Provincial exchequer. It 
used to be looking to Washington ; 
but it is now looking to Ottawa. 
It is quite in accordance with toe 
eternal fitness of things that the 
men who are just now, with hellish 
malice, persistently obstructing the 
business of parliament so as to.de- 
prive the Manitoba minority of 
their just rights, should be appeal­
ed to by Premier Peters to assist 
him to hold on to power in this 
Province. The Leader of the op­
position made a spirited reply to 
the Premier, and successfully 
punctured his untenable argu­
ments. But our space will not 
permit us to refer to the matter at 
any greater length in this issue.

In order to make room for the pew Ca­
thedral, old St. Dunstao's is to he moyed 
back about its own length, aoroH Sydney 
Street, unto the grounds adjoining 6t, 
Patrick’s School. The Sohool Board have 
given their pposent regarding the ground, 
and permission has been obtained from the 
City Conned to allow the building to pro- 
jeot siybeerjfeet on SydneyJStreet. fOüCd

The first half of the sitting of 
the Commons on Monday 6th. was 
devoted to public and private bills, 
but those were skimmed o*er as rap 
idly as possible in order to get down 
to the all important measure of the 
session, the Remedial bill The 
house went into committee on the 
bill, and the discussion was resumed 
on Mr. McCarthy's amendment to 
the fourth clause, purposing to strike 
out the first line and substitute for 
the “ board of Education ” “ the 
present advisory board of the pro 
vince.” The member for North 
Smicoe again repeated his objections 
to clause four, contending that it was 
inconsistent with the second sub-sec 
tiou of cl ruse 3 which vests impor­
tant powers in the Catholic board 
Hon. Mr. Dickey replied that the 
wording of the clause was exactly the 
same as in the old act. Mr. Mc­
Carthy’s difficulty was a theoretical 
difficulty, because those sections have 
stood side by side in Manitoba for 
nineteen years. Sub-section 2 of 
clause 3 was of much less importance 
than clause 4, and if on investigation 
it should prove to be unworkable he 
might be prepared to drop it. 
Messrs. Mills and Davies replied 
again to the point raised on Saturday 
that it was unconstitutional to create 
under this bill another board of edu­
cation in addition to the one created 
by the local legislature. While re­
storing the rights of the minority, 
parliament bad no power to interfere 
with the educational machinery of the 
province. Hon. Mr. Dickey iod 
Sir C. H. Tupper contended that par­
liament was vested with full power, 
under the privy council judgment, to 
enact this legislation, that this power 
was plenary, in view of Manitoba’s 
refusal to take action. Mr. McCar­
thy at great length replied, giving bis 
views on the uneonstitutionality to 
legislate. Mr. Martin went over the 
whole subject of the old schools and 
the sys'em of their managements 
Mr. McCarthy continued the dis­
cussion and was followed by Sir 
R chard Cartwright, who declared, 
that the bill was clumsily drawn and 
indeed did not appear to be drawn 
by the government at all. To his re­
quest for information upon the ne­
cessity for the clause, Hon. Mr. 
Foster replied that the explanation 
had been given over and over and he 
was sorry to see Sir Richard Cart­
wright join the ranks of the obstruc­
tionists. Mr. Henderson took up 
the discussion, expressing the hope 
that the difficulty would be settled in 
some other way. For that reason he 
had voted for the six months’ heist 
and now he hoped there would be as 
little disturbance as possible of the 
school system.' Mr. McCarthy— 
hear, hear. He would therefore ob­
ject to tacking a separate school sys­
tem on to the administration of the 
public schools. Mr. Foster—Hear, 
hear. He would therefore not stul 
tify himself by voting for the amend­
ment of Mr. McCarthy. Mr. Mc­
Carthy retorted that he now regarded 
Mr. Hcndersàn’s past votes on the 
bill at being of a sham character. 
Cries of “ order” arose from the con­
servative benches, followed by laugh­
ter as one honorable member called 
out, “ Don’t read him out of your 
party.” Dr. Sproula continued the 
discussion for an hour, after which 
the first sub-section of clause 4 was 
declared carried, Mr. McCarthy’s 
amendment having been voted down. 
On sub-section “ B ” however the ob­
jections were renewed. It was con­
tended that the standard of qualifica­
tion for teachers being made the 
same as for the public schools, the 
'eachers’ certificates issued by the 
provincial board of education shall be 
recognized by the Catholic board. 
Mr. Laurier held that the first pro­
vision would enable the teachers 
to escape from the Catholic re­
ligious examination provided they 
held public school certificates. 0,1. 
O’Brien moved an amendment that 
sub-section “ B ” be struck out and 
one substituted providing that the 
provisions of the Manitoba educa. 
tional act as regards qualification and 
examination shall apply to teachers 
employed in the separate schools 
must pass such an examination in 
religious subjects as the separate 
school board of education might 
prescribe. Sir Charles Tupper said 
it was evident the objector was more 
Catholic than the Pope. (Laughter.) 
If any separate school board wanted 
to employ a Protestant teacher, 
which was quite possible, such a 
teacher would be absolutely debarred 
by Col. O’Brien’s amendment. 
(Hear, bear.) Possibly the onlyrrea- 
son why the amendment was moved 
was in accordance with thg policy of 
a few gentlemen to destroy or dis­
figure tnê bill. Evidently an insig­
nificant section of the house had de­
cided to prevent the bill from becom­
ing law. Mr. McCartoy evidently re­
cognized the force of Sir Charles 
Tupper’s point as be moved an 
amendment to the amendment to 
strike out the provision regarding the 
examination on religious topics. At 
one o’clock, after Deputy Speaker 
Bergeron had been steadily at his 
post as chairman for five hours, he 
called Mr. Mills of Annapolis to take 
his place for a little while. This led 
to a protest from Mr, Davies, who 
contended that the chairman had no 
right to retire if it was the intention of 
the house to remain in session all 
bight. This point was discussed for 
some tjroe, Mr. ^Bergeron in the 
meantime having retired, A re- 
mark Hon. Mr. Ouimet, I thipk. 
Mr. Cfiamnan, you can rule .that you 
are rightly in the chair,” set the house 
in a roar, which was renewed when 
Mr Mills gave his ruling in the words, 
t Wei', I am pertaiply here.” At two 
o'clock in the morning the committee 
divided^ on Mr, McCarthy’s jmeud- 
ment to the amendment, which was 
lost by a vote of 23 to ie- Among 
those who voted with the ten were 
Messrs. Mulock, Sproule, Martin,

Bain, Bennett and W. F Maclean. 
The amendment of Col. O’Brien was 
also defeated, and then sab-section 
“ B” was declared carried. At 2.30 
about forty members were in the house, 
an all night session evidently being in 
store Members of the conservative 
side are divided into relays. A new 
lot of members came on duty at 4 
o’clock. ,

There ttat_gn air of weariness over 
the house of commons on Tuesday 
morning at the hour at which mem­
bers generally put in their appearance 
for a day’s work. Everything looked 
untidy and unkept. Members were 
reclining listlessly in their chairs listen, 
ing in a half sleepy manner to mono- 
tones of Orator Bain. At eight o’tl >ck 
Hon. Messrs. Daly and Prior were 
the only two members on the treasury 
benches, and thirty other members 
represented the commons of the do 
minion in attendance on parliament. 
At one spot in the chamber Sam 
Hughes and Mr. Mulock were con- 
fabing ; at another point Clarke Wal­
lace and Billy Maclean were sizing up 
the situation, while Mr. Girouard was 
busily engaged in trying to place 
paper bat labelled “ sleep darling,” on 
the head of Mr. Turcotte. During 
the course of Mr. Baine’s sermon 
three French members created a liitl 
diversion and awoke their slumbering 
colleagues by bursting into the cham 
her, one playing a mouth organ and 
two others keeping time with *■ root 
ers.” To revert for a moment to the 
early hours of the morning, it may bt 
said that Clarke Wallace kept up his 
end in good style until after fou 
o’cl ickr While Mr. Wallace wa: 
speaking George H. McDonald wan 
dered over to the opposition side and 
took possession of Mr. Laurier’s seal. 
Sam Hughes noticing this, called the 
chairman’s attention to the fact that a 
new leader of the opposition had been 
installed and wished him to state his 
policy. This was too much for Mr 
McDonald, who hurriedly left the 
chamber. Shortly after nine o'clock 
Hon. Messrs. Haggart and Oime 
took the places of Daly and Prior, 
while Mr Mills gave way to Mr. 
Bergeron as chairman. Mr. Bergeron 
sought to put the question when Mr. 
Maclean sat down, but Mr * Martin 
thought the committee was not ready, 
as many members had just come wht 
had not heard the arguments of the 
early morning. For their benefit Mr. 
Martin rehearsed them. Mr. Mulock 
also very obligingly repeated the argu 
ments of the early morning, and 
chaffed the government. He pic­
tured Sir Charles Tupper as dying for 
his country in bis own quiet bed in 
his comfortable room in the building. 
Sir Richard Cartwright he entered and 
got the fnbr. He said he had been 
looking after his own constitution and 
was now prepared to look after the 
ccnstitutiqn of the country. He re­
minded the heuse of many past inev 
dents when lengthy sessions were held. 
He immensely tickled Hon. Mr. 
Haggart by recalling the time when 
the minister of railways and Sir Charles 
Tupper obstructed the house for forty 
eight hours because Le (Sir Richard) 
as finance minister would not agree*to 
adjourn the house on St. Patrick’s day 
to enable Sir Charles to address some 
gentlemen interestetLin St. Patrick. 
Cartwright proceeded to denounce the 
disgraceful orgies of the last a'l nighi 
sitting, when he remarked, “ I verily 
believe led to the death of one mem 
ber of this house within a few days.” 
He warned parliament that if these 
orgies were repeated every member 
taking part in them would be exposed, 
and the question might arise as to 
whether or not the bar in the restau­
rant should be abolished. He thought 
that a fair time should be taken every 
day for discussion of this question, but 
physical force should be met by like 
force. After a speech from Mr. Mc­
Neill, Dr. Weldon addressed the house 
for about an hour, protesting against 
lengthy sittings as injurious to the 
health of the members and the temper 
of parliament. He believed that all 
the troubles of the present position 
were due in a large measure to Sir 
Charles Hibbert Tupper. He had 
an impulsive temperament, and when 
the position of minister of justice was 
offered to him he should have declined 
the post, as the portfolio he bad pre­
viously held totally unfitted him to 
take it. He was impulsive, Impetuous 
and excitable, and a young man with 
such a disposition was not fitted to take 
charge of a department requiring cool­
ness, learning, judgment and openees of 
mind. It was not Topper’s fault that’ 
for fen years he had been stndviog 
marine matters aqd not law Dr. Wel­
don paid a high tribute to Hon. Mr. 
Dickey’s ability and capacity. The dis­
cussion was continued at great length 
by Messrs Charlton. Sproule and Mr. 
McMnflen, who said nothing of special 
moment, Shortly after three o’clock 
in the afternoon Mr. Laurier rose. He 
said reluctance on the part of the mem­
bers to sit after 2 o'clock in the morning 
was a reasonable one. Sine that hoar 
nothing had been done. He suggested 
that an agreement should be reached to 
sit say ten or twelve hoars a day that 
time being as much as the country 
coufd expect any men to remain in the 
chamber, 4s three o’clock had arrived 
he trusted Mr, Martin's amendment 
would be disposed of and the house get 
down to business, The acting chair­
man, Mr. Jones, was about to put the 
question when Col. O'Brien rose and 
continued the discussion atsomeleugth, 
charging Sir Çharles Topper with 
obsequiousness to the imperial author­
ities. Sir Chari Tapper, hart., said 
Mr. Laurier’s proposal was a reasonable 
and proper one, and personally he was 
prepared tq conpnr in it. He would 
point out, however, that parliament 
stood in a peculiar position. The coun­
try had known for nine months what 
policy the government intended to pur­
sue, but where was the overwhelming 
feeling against tfce bill, which some 
members représente^ to exist in the 
coqptry. Mr. £aorier knew the danger 
Of the heave getting og( of a committee. 
The palpable, open and constant ofc:

striction which had taken place was 
calculated to convert the proceedings 
of parliament into a monstrous farce. 
If, as the opposition contended, the bill 
was worthless and would accomplish 
nothing, why not let it go through? The 
government would be prepared to take 
all responsibility and risks. He urged 
that the measure should jje passed, the 
estimates voted, half a million of public 
money saved to the people and then an 
opportunity at an early date to take the 
vordictof the country. It seemed, how­
ever, to be the intention cl an insignifi­
cant minority to obstruct this measure. 
He was amused to hear Col. O’Brien 
talk about obsequiousness. If they 
wanted an instance of obsequiousness 
it was there in the case of a gentleman 
(Col. O’Brien) who had a typewritten 
resolution put into his hands by hie 
mentor, Mr. McCarthy, and then who 
allowed Mr. McCarthy to call him down 
and ent off the tail of the resolution. 
(Laughter.) Evidently Mr. McCarthy 
bad prepared the trap tor his obsequious 
friend from Muskoka. Those two 
gentlemen reminded him of the position 
of the hen Who had hatched ont a dock- 
ling. When the duckling took to the 
water the old hen bristled her feathers 
and invitedfthe duckling to come back. 
Mr. McCarthy had had to call his duck­
ling (O’Brien) back. (Loud laughter.) 
Sir Charles then proceeded to refer to 
Mr. Lonrier, whom he accidentally 
designated as leader of the boose. Sir 
Richard Cartwright rose chuckling and 
remarked : •* My bon. frind is a little
prev ions.” Sir Charles Tapper—Well, 
if the bon. gentleman ever gets to the 
position I hope he will be a little more 
comfortable than where be now is 
(Load laughter.) Mr. Lanrier had a 
contingent behind him which was un­
controllable. Evidently he was leader 
of the opposition only in name. (Hear, 
hear.) Hi< forces had been broken op 
into banditti, who did not recognize any 
leader. (Long cheers.) Sir Charles 
concluded by appealing to hon. mem- 
bars to unite to pass this bill, to con­
clude the business of the country and 
then appeal to the constituencies. Under 
the circumstances, however, the house 
could not go ont of committee. Sir 
Richard Cartwright said it was evident 
from Sir Charles Tapper’s remarks that 
the government had no sincere desire 
to pass this bill. (Loud cries from 
ministerial side “try them.”) Sir 
Richard, continuing, proceeded to recall 
for the benefit of the secretary of state 
some instances of obstruction daring the 
McKenzie regime in which he (Sir 
Charles) took a part. The discussion 
was continued by Messrs. McCarthy, 
NcNeiU, Charlton, Borden and Mills 
(Bothwell.) At 20 minutes to 6 Mr.
Martin’s amendment was disposed cf.

«

At three o’clock Wednesday morning 
clause five was still under discussion, 
and it became evident that a policy of 
obstructing business at that hour had 
been determined upon, for Mr. McNeill 
arose and moved ,jhat the committee 
rise and report progress, homebody 
raised a point of order, whereat Mr. 
Davies (P. E. I.) called ont that he bad 
a much more serions point of order to 
raise, namely, that an hon. member was 
raising a terrible racket in one of the 
back benches by snoring. The member 
was aroused. Mr. McNeill went on to 
talk against time till he got into a per­
sonal argument with Mr. Coatsworth. 
At this juncture Hon. Mr. Daly arose 
and ^pointed out that obstruction had 
b(gun'jq§£ at the same hoar the mom 
ing before,\ maintained by Mr. Me 
Carthy’s force and assisted by the lib­
erals. There was "a determination on 
the part of both not to allow the bill to 
proceed, and it was well the country 
should place the responsibility where it 
belonged. After speeches by Messrs. 
Davies, Spronle, Bain, McMallan and 
lanes, all obstructionists, the discus­
sion was continned by Messrs Bennett, 
Sutherland and Charlton, the latter read­
ing from hie pocket Bible and poining 
out certain lessons characteristic of their 
broad Christianity, which conld be 
taught in the public schools. He men­
tioned among these the building of the 
ark, Bean’s blessing, Joseph and his 
brethren, etc. ClarlçWalIace—Will the 
hon. gentleman please read abolit Joseph 
and his brethren ? (Much laughter.) 
Mr. Charlton willingly obliged Mr. 
Wallace amid load laughter. This led 
to a dignified rebuke from Dr. Bergen, 
who indignantly protested agaldet any 
man reading the Scriptures to hold them 
up to scorn. He severely rebuked Mr. 
Charlton. In the uproar which followed 
Mr. McGillivray was heard to say : 
“ Why, Mr. Charlton is an elder in our 
church.” Dr. Bergen—Well, if be is, 
the sooner you get rid of him the better. 
(Great uproar.) Mr. Lanrier rising 
shortly before six o’clock, warned the 
government that this bill would not be 
railroaded thro"gh the hoosa by unfair 
methods, which the midistry was pur­
suing. Coarc re methods of this cha: 
racier won! I not succeed, Sir Charles 
Tapper said he had given credit to Mr. 
Lanrier for wanting to act fairly, but he 
was evidently not entitled to that credit. 
Claarly Mr. Lanrier wae aiding in the 
system of obstruction, of which parlia­
ment had neVer previously seen tie 
like. He was in close alliance with Mr. 
McCarthy tq prevent this bill from be­
coming law. Mr: Ltan0r bad shown 
himself to be totally unfit to discharge 
the dntiea of leader of the opposition. 
(Cheers.) He had outraged every sense 
of justice, not only of parliament, bat of 
every fair-minded man in the country, 
by his conduct. (Renewed cheers.) 
Continuing at eight o’clock, Sir 
Charles said this matter of obstruc­
tion had been seriously considered in 
other legislatures. He believed that 
under tfie oirpqrqetaqoeg the only 
course open to the government 
was to resist the motion to rise 
and press the measure in the house. 
Mr. Lanrier replied, speaking under 
the same excitement. He decla red that

* state to an extinct volcano “vomiting 
smoke and send.” As for Sir Charles’ 
solicitude for the Manitoba minority, 
“God help my poor fellow countrymen 
and co-religionists in Manitoba if they 
are to depend for h»lp on this bill, and 
the Government who professes to be so 
anxious to put it through.” He charged 
that the late Sir John Thom peon, writ­
ing in 1877, declared that all injury to 
the Catholics in Nova Scotia had 
come from the Conservative party. 
Moreover, Mr Charles was the man who 
a few years ago wrote of the Catho­
lics that he had no confidence in 
the breed. Sir Charles Tnpjer replied 
by stating that one of the gravest acts 
of deception which Mr. Laurier could 
have been guilty of was iu quoting the 
remarks’of the late Sir John Thompson 
as having referred to the party led by 
him (Sir Charles.) Sir John Thompson 
was. referring to a period in the history 
of the Conservative party in Nova 
Scotia anterior to his (Sir Charles’) 
leadership. It wee the cause the Con­
servative party came back in 1856 de­
feated, because of its anti-Catholic 
policy that Mr. Johnson, as leader, 
urged Sir Charles to take the leadership 
and re-organize the party, with a policy 
of equal rights to all. Sir Charles added 
that his position would be desperate in­
deed before he would take the unfair, 
deceptive coarse which Mr. Laurier 
was pursuing. (Cheers ) Equally false 
was the charge that he ever wrote of 
Catholics that he “had no con­
fidence in the breed.” Mr. Laurier had 
lost the confidence of his order, of his 
co-religionists iu the country, by having 
joined himself to Mr. McCarthy in his 
obstruction to this measure. The alle­
gation about his having predicted a 
crop of a couple of hundred million of 
bushels of wheat in the Northwest. The 
Record would show that he had merely 
quoted a calculation of the wl eat raising 
capabilities ’of that country, a calcula- 
tion prepared by an official of the dr - 
partaient of the interior. Sir Richard 
Cartwright read the Hansard of the 
speech delivered in 1884, and to the 
amusement of the Conservatives the 
quotation resulted in his own discom­
fiture. Sir Charles added that upon 
that occasion he was doing what a!- 
wavs secured him the enmity of the 
opposition, namely, saying a good word 
for his country. In conclusion, be 
would remind his honorable friends op­
posite that he had never yet predicted 
a party victory at the polls that bad 
not been fulfilled, and he predicted a 
trinmph for the Conservatives at the 
next election. (Cheers. ) Sir Richard 
Cartwright retorted upon Sir Charles 
by reading an article from the 
Toronto Mail of 1891 denouncing the 
then high comm sioner. He also 
quoted from Hansard to prove that Sir 
Charles bed prophesied the cost of the C 
P, R. would be recouped to the country 
by sales of public lands. In conclusion, 
he held that these committee meetings 
are of no use in farthering business, 
while it made parliament a public scan­
dal. Sir Charles Tapper put it to the 
last speaker if it was honest or honor­
able to quote the utterances of the 
Toronto Mail of 1891 as those of a paper 
now the organ of the government. The 
Mail at that time he said, wss the 
bitterest opponent the Government had, 
and be bad himself earned the special 
enmity by denouncing upon the public 
platform the anti-Catholic course of 
that paper. Lati r on, Messrs. Lanrier 
and Wallace got into an altercation. 
The latter was called to order by Mr. 
Taylor for insinuating that he had gone 
back on hie promise to the electors of 
Leeds to vote against this bill, and that 
it wag said Mr, Taylor was going to be 
made superintendent of the Rideau 
Canal or deputy postmaster genera 
Mr. Taylor gave this a most emphatical 
denial. He had not been offered nor 
bad be sought for either position, be 
sides he was going to seek re-alection in 
hie constituency, and more than that, 
he was going to carry it. (Cheers.) 
Shortly before midnight Mr. McCarthy 
sprang a new point on the honse, Mr, 
Mara was acting chairman, and Mr. 
McCarthy’s contention was that Deputy 
Speaker Bergeron conld not legally va­
cate the chair and calljanother member 
to take his place. Mr. Mara ruled that 
under the English practice Mr. Berger­
on had power to cal) upon another 
member to relieve him. Thereupon 
Mr, McCarthy appealed from the chair, 
man's ruling. The speaker was sent for 
and Mr. Mara stated the position of af­
fairs. The speaker immediately pro­
ceeded to put the question, when Messrs 
McCarthy and Davies wanted to discuss 
the matter. The speaker decided 
against them, and although the two 
members tried to “jockey,” the speaker 
was firm. He declared the chairman's 
ruling sustained, whereupon a division 
was called, resulting in 92 voting in 
favor of Mr, Mara’s ruling and 25 
against. Included in the majority were 
Messrs, Wallace, Henderson, W. F. 
McLean and nearly all the French 
liberals, while the minority included 
Messrs. McCarthy, Weldon, Spronle, 
Stubbs, Tyrwhitt and McNeill. The 
other nineteen were liberals.
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The obstruction was kept np all 
day Thursday. At 8.30 p. m., after 
forty :eight hours obstruction, a motion 
for the committee to rise was negatived 
and the committee settled down to the 
consideration of the bill. Clause seven, 
governing the appointment of the super­
intendent of separate schools, was pass­
ed. Then clause right, defining his 
duties, caused a lengthy discussion. 
The whole of clause eight having been 
disposed of the committee diverted to 
plauee four, sab-section C of which, re­
lating to the selection of school books, 
t)a4 previously been alloyed to stand. 
Hon. Mr. Dickey submitted an amend­
ment providing that any school books 
used in any province in Canada might 
be need in Manitoba. Mr. Langlier
protested against the clause as giving 

he felt infinitely obliged to him for his the Catholics less than what they had 
exhibition of nn?eemly and jmpoteql bafora 1880, but his lirother liberal, Mr. 
rage, as given before reqees. He Choquette, said Mr. Dickey A proposal 
weqt og to compare the secretary qf was fair-
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