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PUBLICITY IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS.

The familiar ery that harm results to the city’s
interest from publicity in the cenduct of public
husiness has again been raised by members of the
‘Witthipeg board of eontrol, ‘cértain members of which
hdtﬁ recently declared themselves in favor of ex-
cluding the press from its meetings.

_ It is encouraging to observe that those who fay ored
the “star chamber’ sessions proved to be in the
minority, though it may be questioned whether,
even if they had been able to give effect to their
desires, the public would have tolerated the arrange-
mfent. The attention of the people needs but to be
called to~the dangers of the practice of holding
secret meetings in-order to ensure its condemnation
in! {8 manner prompt, effective and unmistakable.

Reports state that the suggestion was made
by .one of the controllers that a permanent press
agent be appointed, whose duty it would be to make
public through the newspapers just so much of the
business transaeted by the people’s representatives
as those gentlemen would deem it advisable that the
piiblic ‘should know. The suggestion is not new.
Many will remember that a Calgary commissioner
_ récently advocated the establishment of a munici-
pal bulletin for the publication of news and views
of municipal business. The press agent in either
case would be appointed: by the men under whose
dkectlon he would work. Such an arrangement’
would doubtless;be more than satisfactory to these
genﬂemw. Aects which . might excite ~criticism
wouId be kept as muchas possible in the dark, or,
where a measure of publicity was un‘wmdable,

: MWM ?bythespec\ous crytba.t.
“the.city’s interests may be hurt by-full publicity
in the conduct of public business. To the plain man
it is a sufficient consideration in favor of full publi-
city that the aldermen or controllers are his repre-
sentatives and the business in which they are en-
gaged his business. Nor does he need to be told
that the city’s interests will be as safe in the hands
of the press as in-those of the aldermen. He knows
that the interests..of . the . newspapers . are. those
of “the city in which they are published. Upon
the support of the citizens they depend for their
existence. They may, “therefore, be trusted always
to guard the ¢ity’s interests with a care as jealous
as that of any city offieial.

AN INTERNATIONAL MANIA.

It is becoming increasingly evident that, if the
demow of militarism is to be exorcised, it must be
through the agency of the plain people of all civi-
lized putions. They do not want war and they
are not likely knowingly to provoke war; yet they
must bear the enermous and inereasing burden of
armaments -and, in- the event of conflict, must
fight, suffer, die and pay.

"How long will they be content that this condi-
tion shall continue? They have the power to change
it and will do so when they awaken to a-knowledge
of ‘their power. ‘Already théir are signs that ‘they
are stirring.

The following, from an article written for The
London (England) Daily News & Leader by Ed.
Bernstein, a member of the German Reichstag,
is ‘both interesting and significant. The occasion
of the article was the announcement of the mili-
tary proposals of the French and German govern-
ments and the manifesto which it provoked from the
workers of bush countries. Of the militarist spirit
this German politician says:

“Jt is an international mania, and only in-
ternationally can it be cured. The parties
of the workers have realized this, and have acted
accordingly. The protestation against it of
the exeeutive and the Parliamentary representa-
tives of the French and the German socialists,
published last Saturday in the ‘“Humanite”
and the “Vorwarts” in both languages, is a new
and hopeful step in this direction. And, what
is most significant, this manifesto has not been
suggested by the one party and accepted by the
other; it is the outcome of a simultaneous con-
sideration in beth countries. On Friday, the
91st of February, the committee of the Ger-
man socialists sent a letter to the French suggest-
ing & joint manifesto; and, on the morning when

this letter arrived if Paris, a member of the .
French party arrived in Berlin with the same
message. On the same-afterneon, at almest:
the same hour, the same thought was coneeived
on the banks of the Seine and the Spree. A’
really symbolical coincidence! i

“In the same spirit. and on the same lmw
the workers in both countries will fight the new: !
sacrifices to militarism. They will prove ‘thes
earnestness of their determination that there
shall be no war nor'warlike peace; that:genuine
peéace and goodwill shall unitesthe civilized world..
Unfortunately, they are not numerous enough
in the Parliaments to vote down the desired
credits. But they will not tire in carrying
out the work of education, and they call on those
members of other advanced parties who have
retained the old ideas of intérmational goodwill
to fight side by side with them for the great
cause. It is.an arduous task, but it is also a
noble, elevating task. Looking around at the
middle classes, ane may despair of its success
but if the eyes turn to the democracy of the
workers the hearts are filled with new hope.
In the workers’ camp, on the other side, évery
sign is; welcomed which shows that there are
at least some people wha have heart énoaglito
say a courageous word at the proper hour.

The friendly words of advice given by Eng-
lish Radicals to the French Radicals inay today,
not, obtain a good hearing in the councils of the
latter, but they will, for all that, not pass un-.
heard or without effect: Nothing is superfluous
in this important movement; no contribution
to international understanding will be lost.
The press of the delirious has a wide circulation;
may the Press of the sober not relax in their
crusade against the spread ‘of the armament
delirium.” -

WHAT CANADA CAN DO.

“We have built three transcontinental railways,
breaking rock for the roadway, crossing mighty
rivers, threading a difficult and dangerous path
through the mountains. Where is the weakling
or the coward who says we cannot do on sea as much
as we have done on land?

The builing of battleshipsis énly a part of the va,st,
enterprise which we have -in view for Canada.
The made race in naval armaments-may cease,
but if so our mighty enterprise will not be abangdpned.
We will -build merchant ships a.nQ passenger ships.
We will put life and vigor into. évery pommunity
in Canada which has aecess to sea, or lake, or river.
We wil' isiiild everyem Dok and we will be

eA8fied with nothing less than leadership in building

The need for an emergency naval pohcy ha.vmg
passed, it would be in order for Mr. Borden to pro-
coed at once to formulate a permanent policy and
let. the people of the Dominion pronoutice upon i.

The census of the city’s population is to be taken
on April 19th. The date fixed is none too soomn.
Brandon has too iong been misrepresented. The
citizens should co-operate by giving the required
information to the enumerators promptly and will-

ingly. - ¥

Magnetos

By GEORGE FIICH,
Author of “ At Oid Siwssh”

A magneto is a pocket electricity factory whose
chief mission is to make an automobile go.

When a magnéto is werking well it produces a
beautifully continuous electric- current which is cut
into small chunks and fed into the cylinders, caus-
ing the explosions which have made the gasoline
engine justly famous—and for lack of which explo-
sions it is also justly infamous.

Magnetos are small and delicately built. They
are located beside the motor, usually where they can
easily be reached by any man who -can ‘stamd o
his head and wriggle into a garter-snake” holec.
They are placed this way for two reasons—to keep
amateurs from bothering them and, to make it
worth while for an 80-cent an hour mechanie to tackle
the job.

It is as hard to find out what is the matter with
a sick magneto as it is to cure a woman with nerves.
A magneto may appear to be in the picture of health
and have all of its faculties in good working order.
Yet it will produce electricity as reluctantly and
seantily as a chureh- congregation produv(\s money
for the missionaries The magheto is the nerve
centre of the automobile’ and when it gets out, of
kilter the machine develops blind staggers im-
mediately.

An automobile with an mvahd magneto s just
exactly as useful as a democrat wagon with a medi-
tative and reluctant mule in the shafts.

It is possible to buy electricity in bulk and run
an automobile with a collection-of dry cells stuffed
full of lightning juice. But the magneto is far
more  economieal. By HNiring an expert about
twice a year to take your magneto apart and shake
his head sadly over the remains at a total cost of
about $35.40, you can often save $20 worth of dry
cells.

This may not look like economy to the man who
walks, but it is about as near to saving money as the
automobile owner ever gets.

1 under the new bill about 850,000.

| should:be dull nat to

NEW FACTS OF EUROPE'S MILITARISM 1|
HOW BRITAIN REGARDS THE NEW ISSUE |

The real meaning of the decisions of
Germany and France to increase their
armies—and the significance to Europe
of . that “action and-the position which
Great Brifain should take on the mew
fzyct.s, is lucidly shown iu a leading article
in the Manchester Guardian,

“We see evidences i’ many directions
of ‘a new orientation of European policy
as the fesult mainly of the Balkan war,”
says the Westminster. “For the time
being Great  Britain! and Germany no
longer océcupy the foreground, and in
place of the debate on their naval strength
we¢ now have -a growing preoccupation
#ith the military strength of the -triple
and dual Alliances, which expresses itself

of their armies.”
Germany vs. France.

“The’ prospeéts of peace in , Europe
ave ook, bkl o0 7its, ritiohhl tnjofinent
about asbad as they could well be,” says
the Manchester Guardian.

“This year the German Army Act ex-

| pires, and notice has been given of a new

bill. under whieh the active strength of
the German, army will be raised about
15 per cent. The active strength is at
present 720,000 men; it will be in two years
This
increase is not directed against France or
any single power. Its excuses are the

feats, the danger of war
great powers in the Balkans, and perhaps
(though ne official statement of reasons
has yet been given) the fear that the

event of war be thrown on' the side of
Jussia and France.

‘“But, whatever the reasons, it has
caused great alarm in the French news-
papers.. The active strength of the
French army is now 600000 men, but of
these 70,000 are in Algeria ‘and Tunis, so
that the .actual superiority in Europe of
the German army ovey, that of France is
nearly 200,000 men. It will be more

than 300,000 if the reichstag passes thei:

new army bill. Thisisuperiority in num-

bers, great as. it is, €56l rather-less than
‘the superiority of Gerutany -in population.
There are 65 Gcmmm to 38 Frenchmen; |

there. will, if the neW bill passes, be 53
French soldiers for 85 Gerumn Still, we
tstand and even

to Qmpathue wi nervoumess.

of  the

| portionate sacrifice.

“of proposald' to ekterftl the two years’
Service' t6 three years. This change
would bring about {lie peace strength of
the French army to over 800,000 men,
or approximately cqual to the German
army. We cannot ifterpret the message
French president in any other
sense than that a proposal for a great
increase in the French army is at any rate
under, consideration -by the government.
He eulogizes the army as the most effec-
tive auxiliary of diplomacy; declares that
a mnation ‘cannot be effectually pacifie
except. by being always ready for war,
and in: a-passage that we find moving,
profoundly as we disagree with the politi-
cal views underlying it, he declares that
‘a’ diminished France, a France exposed
by her own fault to challenge or humilia-
tion, would be a France no longer.” But

{'these sentiments mean trouble, and it is
impossible not to connect the projects of
with ”mi

an increase in the Franch Aty
appointment of M. Delcasse as ambassa-|
dor to St. Petersburg. M, Delcasse is
the great apostle of the bals wnce of power
in Europe, and he is not going to St.
Petersburg for nothing.

Nations gs Prodigals.

“No useful purpose would be served:-by

attempting to apportion the blame l)t'—}

tween France and Germany for this pros-
pective increase of armaments.
not stand alone, Every nation in Europe
is wasting its substance. What makes
the case of France pm(i(ula,rly touching
i the muglutudc to make in a perfectly
hopeless Hnugg_lv with natural  laws.
The nddings of an extra year to the term
of military service means an additional
tax of, say £50, on every family that has
a son of military age. It is the value of
250,000 men put as an additional tax on
the industry of France. And all in the
hope of proving that two is equal to three.
1t cannot be done. A nation with a popu~
lation of 38,000,000 cannot have a stand-
ing army equal to that raised by a nation
of 67,000,000 except at a wholly dispro-
Germany has only
to make an equal effort and France would
have to raise the term of barrack life to
four and five years.

in new proposals for raising the strength|®

revival of the Russian army after its de-
between the,

They do'|

“It.is saddening to see a nation with
the genius- of France running its head
against a wall in this way. Two courses
are open to France. She may make .up
for her numerical weakness—which every
year will make more marked—Dby extend-
ing her alliances, so as to make a counter-
poise -to the ‘power that she fears most.
This is M. Delcasse’s. way, and as her
allies’ will wish/her to have as poweiful
an army’as possible, it will be attended
by constantly ' increasing sacrifices .on
her part.

The Other Way.

“The other way is to recogiize that a
nation numerically weaker cannot meet
stronger nation on its own terms, and
that it must make up for its natural
weaknesses” by some radical change of
military policy. Such a change would
be the frank, abandomment of the mil -
tary offensive, the vestrietion df her arma-

a new orientation of pelicy corresponding

the way that M. Jaures has suggested.
Can there be any doubt.which way a
sincere well-wisher - of France, with no
interests of his own to serve, would wigh
her to follow?

Two Conditions.

“On all Englishmen alike lics the duty.
of doing nothing to encourage Francc an

principle of neutrality is, therefore, to
base it on the lowest, if. the wisest, mea-
sure of common ground. There are two
The first is that we should assure France
that it is our interest, and that we believe
it to'be hers also, to corie to an agreement
with. Germany, and that neither has our
friendship with France a hostile front

Germany, should it be attaimed, a hostile
front towards

our policy in her own.
just because we recognize our old antagons
ism to France to-have been a mistake, we'
do not mean to repeat the mistake with
Germany in the place oncg occupied by
her.

Peace Via War.

“There is a very general mmsunder-
standing on these principles ‘which is un-

wutes in L’Humanite, ‘want peace. Th

ernment and the Franch ~government
want peace. Yet the two peoples are on
the road to war, thanks to the very pre-
cautions that they take, one against the
other, and that though neither i menac-
ing the other. Either Europe will cure
itselfl of this folly, or it will tear itself
asunder in its madness.’

“Let us hear-M. Jaures appeal to his
party: ‘It is our task, the sublime mis-
sion of the Socialist proletariat, to avert
this disaster- from the peoples; to save
of 1abor, the hope of justice. The demo-
cracy of France, under the dangers that
multiply abeut it, will come out of the
inertia in which it languishes. The
solence of reactionaries, the audacity of
kwlvcllt»ur('rs and traitors, will not long
“uakc- head against her.’

“Can we doubt in which gpeaks the
true voice of France that they know, in
the conventional tags of the President’s
message or in the Dantonesque.feryor of
M. Jaures? In the one calls the France
luf the Revolution, in the other the France
lof the Monarchy and the Empires.”

in-

|

|SAVED BY WOMAN'S QUICK WIT.

Stops Elevated Train Within Four Feet
w of Fallen Man.

New York Mar. 31.—A quick witted
woman saved the life of Abel Crave of
2799 Eighth avenue last night when he
teached for his hat and fell to the tracks
at the northbound station of the Ninth
avenue elevated road of 125th street.,

As Crave bruised and bewildered,
trying to regain his feet a train was com
ing into the station. The woman ran
to the station door, picked up a red lan-
tern standing there and waved it franti-
cally until she saw the train come to a
Her warning en: abled the motor-
man to apply the brakes in time to clear
Crave by about, four feet.

The station agent called a policeman
to pull Crave back to the platformn and
during all the confusion the woman dis-
appeared.

was

stop.
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AUTHORIZED.CAPITAL s -$10,000,000
CAPITAL PAID UP i | - 6,686,000
RESERVE FUND - s ' G“SM x

Savings Bank Department

Interest allowed om deposits of $1.00 and upwards from dah of
deposit,

Lottars of Gredit issuod, payabie in all parts of the workd}
M. MORRIS = - - = MANAGER
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meénts to the requireinents of defenée, and,

to this change in her strategy. This i

the wrong. To base our policy on the}

weight of the British army might in the conditions -of - this policy of  neutrality. |’

THE IMPERIAL LIFE ASSURANCE CO.
OF CANADA

'MONEY.TO LOAN AT LOWEST CURRENT -
RATES AND ON REASONABLE TERMS

L
An Ideal Life Assurance Company is that which can pay satisfactory
returns to its policyholders and at the same time build up its policy reserves
on a strong basis. Such a course ensures security for the cu'ryxng out of all
contracts and places the company in the best possible position to maintain
its surplus earnings, In both these features this Co:npany hu an omptma.l
record,

A.LHALL Loan Managen e a
H. A. SHORT, Life Manager Srediy :

BANK OF HAMILTON CHAMBERS, BRANDON

Francd, The second s}
that, neither must she expect usto.defloet | |
And, lastly, that

BESoOR -s-*-x--\--x-*-xu-x-* '

towards Germany, nor our friendship withr{ %

1 1035 Rosser Ave. ’
Opposxte Post Ofﬂce A T

Geran government and the Freneh gov-

| peace, demeocracy, civilization, the future}

fair both to this country and to France, »
nnd hoth countnca—sta.nd to gain hy per-i.

AllLosnsMadeBeu
Rate of

First Loan made April 22, 1911
Loans made during month of
lfl  December, 1911
Loans made during month of
il  June 1912
il Loans made during month of
} August, 1912 ;

Loans made during month of
November, 1912

Loans madé during month of
December, 1912

$4,000.00 .

$17,00000

$22,000.00

- $34,300.00 §

$35,100.00

$68,000:00

| oot > $103,100.00 4

o o, e $263.100.00

The Canadian Home Investment Co., Limlted' :
Head Office: 2nd Floor Pacific Block,
Local Office: 36 CLEMENT BLOCK, QRANDON

Loans-Pending and in Process of
being made at Dec. 31, 1912

WORKERS
WATCH
NEWS
WANTS

Work that's congenial, pleasant and
profitable. The kind of endeavor that
calls forth heart interest and enthusiastic =
gervice. Finding just the right kind of
a job. :

There's a practical and speedy way *
to get in touch with opportunity’ and
choose a position that is* worth while
and holds encouragement and advance- -
ment for the future. For those who are
are trustworthy, capable and energetic
‘he News Want Columns _contain many
chances that lead to jobs that are-steady
profitable and - pleasant. Watch . them
or better still, just insert a few lines, the
cost is very small and the resulis very
satisfactory. PHONE 463.




