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in August, "85 a
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F one were Lo chronicle the|
history of the ‘Northwest |
Mounted Police from the date‘
of its first -organization down |

to the present, recalling every deed
of bravery, every act of heroism,
every bit of individual self-denial in |
in the unflinching discharge of duties
assigned, of tasks executed by thoseq
who recognized no obstacle so great
as to be unsurmountable, what vol-
_ umes would be necessary to record
the valiant service done and what a
number of heroes would thust be-
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come known .to the world whose
praises today are unsung save by
iheir own comrades. Within the past
thirty days there has been an instance
ol personal bravery shown, coming
up only in the regular discharge of
their duty, which in a few short
months will be forgotten, yet those
two “boys,'™ as they have been char-
acterized, in accomplishing the cap-
ture of a criminal made desperate by
the fact that he knew an intermip-
able. - sentence, awaited him in the
event of him being taken, performed
‘an act worthy of the most flattering
praise. B,nt what M did was done

v aoc}dent that had m
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only ;!.s a matter of duty without the [ as the delay that was caused in thei
hope of reward and in a short ﬂme'(‘ompletf‘n of their task: The mag-
the deed brave though it was will (nificent ~ service performed by the
have passed from the memory of all| force in the memorable O’Brien case
excepting those most intimately con-|is of such recent occurrence that it
coerned. It is within the remem- will be remembered by all. How in
beauce of probably the majority of | the search for evidence that would |
the people living in Dawson today, | fasten the guilt upon the murderers
as it occurred bui a few ycars ago, acres ol ground hidden beneath the
when the entire country depended up- | SNOW Was gone over and over On:|
on the police service for their mail. | hands and knees; the vast extent of |
In '98 there were no comfortable | ice that was cut away in the hope
roadhouses every few miles, no cut- that the bodies of the victims might |
oft by which a circuitous route | be found, the days and days of drag-|
‘ging the river and the infinite pat‘h'
ence and perseverance observed in or- 1
der that justice might he meted out |
to thpse guilty of a crime without al
parallel in the history of the Yukon. |
And all bééause it was their duty, a
part of their lives. Duty ! What a |
cold-blooded, uncompromising word|
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§ and what a multitude of heroic acts |
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are done in its name.
The early history. of the police in
what 1s fiow the Yukon territory is

ten. The police
here no more

were not always
than has Dawson oC-
cupied its present location for a
time. There are a great many of &
old-timers who will remember W
there was no peace officer of any
scription from
Michael, But there was no néed of
any in those days. There Was no
crime in the country, everyoné knew
everyone else, there was 1o such
thing as thef}. Grub caches were
free to everybody who found them-
selves in want of something to eat,
a slab. of bacon, a sack of floug or a
few pounds of bheans were taken if
needed and if the owner wer® Away
a note was left giving the amount
and the man’s name. SéStiement
was later eflected either by payment

year's outfit was
‘putes arvse which-could nutbe-

| tied DY arbitration a ¥ er

ling was called and there w

!peal from the decision of tHE enmp.
| "1t was during the winte 83
f’tha.t. the attention of the Domition
{ goverument first directedgtos
%wud this portion of the vist !

was

.

| west, this mighty empire then :
‘ to so few. Gold bad a year or so}
: fore been discovered on Fertymile
: &|{river, and the federal authoritigg. e

{ conversant with the riches yield

the Cassiar, thg Cariboo and O
eca districis had in mind the possy
bilities of a new Eidorado yet to be
developed in the far morth. This
: region was know to. be rich in fur
bearing animals, but if gold had ex-
before ?  Consultations were held
during the winter with the result
that it was determined to send &
man inside to investigate and report
_ 2 |advisibility of . establishing & de-
@ | tachment of the N. W. M. P. and
@ | assume  actual confrol of a region
could be avoided, no trail beaten as | which hitherto had kmown 1o guiding
hard as adamant, and no one to chopghand. The man selected was Captain
out a road over the rough ice gorges. | Constantine’ who in company. With
Two  constables woul leave with !Stafl Sergesnt Brown, of the oid
their dog team, their sled loaded |“B division, left Regina in Pobch:
down With bags of letters, & couple [ary, '94, for the Yukon. They Srrs-
of robes, -and, barely emough provi- (ed in Dyea in March, Wik e
sions to take them to the next post, assisténce of some In secured
and they were few and far between. !for them by Healey fk;m;:'ummk:

It they were unlucky ehough to break | their-outfit over Chilkoot “7%0
through the_ice and take & plunge in- | dibg it across ' the lakes to Linder
to the chilly watets of ihe Yukon, {wan where Tumber Wwas A
camp was at once made and when and a boat built. As soomn a8 Davi-
they had dried their clothing on they gation opened

the captain and ser-
pushed regretting not so the geant set sail and in due time pulled
50 -

. miners, ‘which in timé ripened into

95, Captain Constantine left Regina | tion of

a most interesting page in the chron- | poral Webster. Of that -detachment
icles of the territory yet to be wtit—{
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mile. Nothing was done that sum- and Constable Murray: - Upon the
met beyond securing general infor- arrival of the detachment at Seattle
mation relative to the country and | passage was secured on the Steamer
forming acquaintances with' !he{“‘l‘lxcelsio' " then about to sail for
i St. Michael, and three days later the

friendship ’o( a lasting nature In l!ong voyage to the north was begun.
the fall Captain Constantine left for ‘Bad weather was encountered and it
St Michael on the “P. B. Weare,” | required 14 days to reach puteh Har-
Sergeant Brown remaining at Forty- | bor. Three days out of the latter
mile. A4 St. Michael the captain be- port ice floes were met with and lor
came the guest of Captain Healey, of | 14 days more they were bufieted and
the United, States revenue cutter | bumped around, tossed here and there
““Bear,” traveling with him as far as flike a cork. St. Michael was finally
Unalaska, where he boarded H. ‘M. freuhed and after two days’ wait the
cruiser ‘‘Pheasant’ and was taken m;stan up the river was made on the
Vancouver. A few days later he ar-|‘“‘P. B. Weare.” The voyage %o
rived at headquarters and submitted | Fortymile consumed 28 days, the
his report. ! steamer. . reaching there July=28. No
It was soon deeided to send a de- |sooner had they landed
tachment to the Y#tkon, and in June, | hands began work on the construc-
barracks, sunitable guarters
winter Strickland
with 12 men started up the Yukon in
search of suitable logs and it i1s &
strange coincidence that before they
came upon timber which answered

in charge of 20 men, among whom
were Inspector Strickland, Dr. A. E
Wills, assistant police surgeon, Staff |
Sergeant Hoyne, Q. M. Sergeant
Engle, Corporal Newbrook and Cor-

for Inspector

there are but two now in the coun-
try who are-still on the force; Staff
Sergeant Telford, now in charge of

) police hospital

the mouth of the Klondike river, and
the logs with which  the buildings at
. 0ld Fort Constantine were construct-
then steward, 'ed were cut on the flat where Daw-
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sold out for $75,000.
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