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Need of a Parcels Post System
By J. W WARD ~

Th« raorbiiant chargea of the eapre* companies are one of the unjust burdens which ike people of Canada 
•re loudly protesting against today Thin burden could be immediately lifted by the 

eitension of the parcels poet system, and the competition of the 
government against a psurnte monopoly of a public service

The «établis tweet of a general a ad 
practical parrel* poet system wee Id be 
•fee ef Ik# greet «et turn*» wblek meld 
be reef erred epee tbe people ef Ceeada 
There le e widespread dew a ad for tbe 
parcel» port, sad preetteally the oatr 
oppralllon to the project la that which 
i« prompted by tbe eeldeh laterwrte ef 
the es press eompeelee. Farmers west 
the parrel* pert la order that they stay 
be eeebled la purchase from the cities, 
without (let leg ««nrbllaat „ express 
chargee, ertielee which they raaaiet ob 
late eetleferlorily la the «owetry stores; 
city mercbaata «mat the parrel» pert 
ee that tin may he able la «apply the 
demaada of the dwellers la thy eeualnr; 
and both farmers sad townspeople who 
heow of the work legs of the paresis 
port «y stem la Rerwpeaa roeatrim are 
«ehlag that this «eaten» may be estab­
lished la order lo hrlag together tbe 
prodacer ee tbe farm Bad tbe roeaemer 
• a the city.

The Mean facturer»' View
This qeeetioe, moreover, ht nee le 

wbleh the fermer», the cltv dweller» eed 
the Canadian meeeferterere are agreed 
end eee work together ior their met jel 
advantage For this r re eon aloes. If 
there were ee other, the qeeetioe de­
serve* the gveetcet possible prominence 
Industrial Canada. the organ of the 
Canadian Meeeferterere’ eaaoriatloa. la 
rommeetiag epos tbe ferret roar ratios 
of that eaaoeiatioe. «ays-

'•Row important hi the problem of 
distribution was I lient rated by the eon 
aldemlloe that «ma given to the tab ter t 
of the parrels port at the ronrentloa. 
Mr. R. D Falrbalm opened the dleree 
aloe with a gee era I review of th# alto 
allow on this continent and la Romps 
That hover and eetler are brought rInner 
together le Rompe than in Amerlrn wne 
amplv proven Tn Oermany. where hrai- 
new la carried on nreording to aelentitlr 
principle», parrel» pont baa been de 
veloped to the hirhent degree The 
charge in low and the restriction» nre 
few. Practically everrthlne In the 
whole scale of porrhnaoble good» to a 
weight of one hondred and ten pound» 
ran he sent through the mails at a 
fraction of a cent a pound. What a 
boon to the city dweller! The house­
holder In the congealed district can bey 
hie hotter or vegetnbleo. or a docen 
other article» of daily consumption, 
direct from the farmer ia the moat re­
mote province of the Rmplre A hun­
dred and ten pound parcel will include 
moat of the ordinary supplice of a 
family, Thue parcel» port removes that 
burdensome disadvantage which coiqca 
from living In a large city erlth only 
a eompamtlvelv «mall farming popula 
Hon immediately adjacent.

Brings Producer to Consumer
'* It brings the farmer and the consumer 

of hit product* together, even though 
they nre hundreds of mileu apart. What 
is "worked ia Oermany on this large 
scale is in force in other countries on a 
lean elaborate basis, lo France the 
limit of weight ia twenty two pounds, 
although it will be seen readily that 
this alïoira for a very general distribu 
lion of merchandise; and the charge ia 
low. In Great Britain eleven pounds Is 
the maximum weight. In Canada we 
suffer from the dual disadvantage of a 
high coat and low maximum weight. 
We cen only send live pounds and are 
charged sixteen cents a pound for doing 
so. It was urged by one speaker that 
the broadening of the parcels post aye 
tern would operate to the disadvantage 
of the merehant* in the smaller town*. 
That might be the eaee if the reduction 
in ratee were very marked; but only 
to the extent that the consumer was 
able to get into more direct contact 
with the producer. But, as conditions 
now exist, the one* who get the benefit 
are the foreign • and British merchants.

w-hw «an saart larger paresis te petals 
la Canada,' at a leas seat, thee *aa 
Canadian merchants Is the nett loWa 
Mo feat nr* of the transportation pr»b 
lew la of greater importe*# than this, 
and It will call far carefal atadv eed la 
vertlgellee by the Hallway eed Trees 
portalioa committee derieg lb# cemlag 
year.’1

A Foreign Preference
Canada already kaa a limited parcel»

C* aewlce. packages ef merchandise 
ag handled with a weight limit ef 
• vs powada and at a general rate 

ef one cent an ewnce Thee# pec began 
•re handled la ordinary mail sacks, and 
tbe character ef article# that can be 
mailed te consequently limited te seek 
commodities as will net be Injured by 
tbe neeeeerily rewgb methods of hand 
Hag Per Instance, erne If tbs rate 
was low enough, no one would tbleh of 
«hipping egg* by mall, even within th# 
firs pound limit, though eggs and every 
kind of dead prod are under the limit 
of 11» pounds weight are shipped by

owe port o«#e la Oaaede te another, 
even though they might he only a few 

. mike apart, they weald bare to be dt 
tided late three parrel*, «web weighing 
taw lhoe Ire peweda, sad the sin»’#» 
weald be •!.;«.

Two laid Discrimination 
The dtarrimlaalioa against domestic 

transportation and la favor of over 
wee commerce la I we f eld ffret ia the 
weigh! limit, and second la the rate 
The writer hee ee objection to the lew 
rate» charged ee parcel» carried be 
twee* Canada and ether cneelriee, bet 
•■rely If there was reason for ear Mot 
master gsserel making international 
conventions ta pat Ik see raton lato farce, 
at least eqaal privilege» eboeld be ex 
leaded te ear owe people ia eeedteg 
parcels from one part of Canada to 
• not her A redeetkm of ratee. however, 
weald net be satisfactory without ee 
iocrseoe ia tbe weight limit There 
appears la be ee reason, eseept th« 
opposition of the exprsao eompeelee, 
which arc part of tie railway com

Inquiry into Western Freight Rates
The campaign for a rrrlurtion of freight rate* m Western Canada, 

in which The Guide he* Inhm a prrmmrnt part, ha» had it* fimt- 
fniits in the devimon of the heard of railway rcirmisaioncT»’ to hold 
n general inquiry into the whole question of Western freight rates. 
The rnmmiwioner* have ashed tHe govrrrmcnt to appoint routwrl 
to represent the puWio at the inquiry, and will first lehr I he mailer up 
at Ottawa on February IS, afterwards holding sitting* at variou* 
point* in the West.

The order of the board which is signed by Hia Honor I. P. Mabesv ibirf 
rommismnnrr, ia as follows

" Where»», as many general complaints end petitions bars been made to 
tbe board against the existing freight rates charged by the railway rompantes 
operating in Canada west of Lake Superior and tbe board bad bee* delaying 
the consideration thereof until the final determination of the Regina rsic . ».r

“And, whereas, the supreme court of Canada on the llth day of December, 
ultimo, dismissed tbe appeal of tbe Canadian Pacific and Canadian Northern 
Railway companies from tbe order of tbe hoard No I1IM. dated tbe 10th 
day of December. IfilO. in tbe matter of tbe application of the City of Regina 
(above referred to) requiring the discrimination in favor of points in the province 
of Manitoba, and against points in th# provinces of Srahalrhcwan end Alberta, 
lo be removed by requiring the Hase freight rates from Port Arthur and Fort 
William and pointa cast thereof, to the said points in Saskatchewan and Mt^rts, 
sod the said decision having left the hoard free to undertake ■ wider inquiry, and

” Where»», ns tbe tolls of tbe railway companies operating in the province 
of British Columbia are already the subject ef inquiry by the hoard upon tbe 
complaints of tbe Vancouver hoard of trade and the Doited Farmers of Alberts, 
and

" Whereas, the board ia empowered by the act upon its motion to hear sad 
determine any matter or thing which, under the set, it might inquire int... hesr 
and determine, upon application or complaint—

"Therefore it is dwiared to be advisable that
"(I) A general inquiry be at once undertaken by the board into all freight 

tolls in effect in the provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan end Alberta, and in 
the province of Ontario, west of and including Port Arthur and Fort William, 
with the view that in the event of its being determined that the aaid tolls, or 
any of them.' are excessive, the same shall he reduced as the board may 
determine.

” ft) A sitting of the board will he held at the rity of Ottawa on Tuesday, 
the 19th day of February. l»1t, at 10 a m., to consider the procedure upon the 
anid inquiry and give directions with reference thereto."

the parcels poet in Germany. When 
the jierrele poet regulations are ex­
amined, Canadians cannot help feeling 
that we are great international philan­
thropists. Under the lew, the poet 
master general ia authorired to make 
international postal conventions. The 
result la that the inhabitants of Great 
Britain and the principal foreign coun­
tries enjoy the right to send packages 
st 12 cents a pound or lima, and up to 
11 pound» in weight, from their own 
countries to any pert of Canada. Sim* 
larly, a foreigner, or anyone for that 
matter, ran «end an eleven pound parcel 
to Great Britain or the principal foreign 
countries it the same rate. For la- 
stance, an eleven pound package may 
he sent from any poet office in Canada 
to any place in France for 9* cents, or 
to Rngland, Germans, Jamaica, the Lee- 
ward Islands, Mexico or Trinidad for 
♦1.32 Tn send the same art ici* from

pnniee, why the post office rennot under 
take to carry every kind of parcel which 
an exprene company will handle at the 
prraent time. If the express companies 
charged reasonable rat*, there would 
not he the same dimand for the parcels 
poet, hut, as Judge Msbee. chairman 
of the Railway Commiwioa, stated in ■ 
famous judgment, "the origins! priori 
pie upon which the expre* companies’ 
tariffs are baaed is, * what are the 
heaviest tariff* we can obtaia from the 
public for th* least service we can give 
them»’ ”

A Rural Service
There ia no question that a parcel» 

poet service could be given by tbe jmet 
office at a great reduction of the exprene 
companies' chargee, and ia addition, 
the parcels poet would have the great 
advantage from the point of view of the 
farmer» of the country that parcel»

wosld he collected and delivered at 
roes tri pert office» (and la some cases 
at their Verna*) tseised of eely el rail 
way rtalioaa as la I be ease will «spruesMfgNk

Mace th# geveranwel a Needy hee as 
«stews! < • system ef machinery for eel 
ketloa transportation and dhrtribetlee 
of mail ne «• largement ef the basins», 
tw levied* I he bnndHeg ef |m reels would 
art me#» a proportional IncrsaM ef 
st pease Neither wee Id Ike baadHag 
#f letter moil he hampered nr delayed 
by tbe addition of the pare eh port. Aa 
leersaae ef tbe pent eSee staff, wow Id 
be reqairedc eed this would suable the 
letter avail la be handled with greater 
deepeteh thaa at prraent. tbe whale 
rtaff bring available for th» handling 
of letter mall when required, eed the 
parcel mail waiting wotII the mere nr 
gent matter had been disponed of In 
th» cltlra note vara wee Id be employed 
for the delivery of parcels, and tbs seme 
vskirl* might be wed te convey letter 
carriers lo the starting prints of thrir 
root* instead of thrir having to walk 
or depend on the street rare w e| 
prraent Mail k at present carried to 
rural pent offlc* by «tags, and tbs 
addition ef the parcel» poet woe Id 
simply eerweltate a larger vehicle, or. 
ia some coma, tbe eohrtltetlee of aato 
mobile, for hors* The rev eaee de 
rived from the pa reek prat woe Id a ho 
make possible a much more rapid eaten 
•Ion of rural mall delivery, aa agency 
which would be eu untold saving of 
lime and labor te farms* and their 
horeea.

Th* Country Merchant
It h a very raterai belief, and we 

very generally entertained by roaatry 
merchants, that the -establishment of e 
general petrel* post wee Id very greatly 
larrras* th* braies* of mail-order 
house», with minora remit» to the small 
retailer» throughout the country Both 
reason end experience, however, show 
that the frara of the country merchants

h rrawest arc greatly exaggerated 
la view of the fart that thr mall order 
how* her# built ap thrir brain** 
without the aid of aa up to-date pa reels 
prat. It Is maalfratlv impossible to 
ascribe thrir encrera lo a governmental 
service or to a «earns that thrir r outlawed 
•screws would be materiallv affected 
thereby. The mall order homes, at 
every catalog wilt show, alwavs urge 
thrir customers to make up a snlflelentl* 
large order lo ship by freight, that Is* 
a consignment of 100 pounds or mors, 
and the rrault ia that • person who re 
qnlr* e certain article from • mail 
order hones either Indue* hie neighbors 
to join with him In making up the 
order, thereby becoming an unpaid can 
rawer for the msil order house, or he 
orders goods, sufficient to make up th# 
wright which under other rlrromrtane* 
he would purchase at the local store.

Make tbe Country Attractive
Apeak ing of the altitude of the 

country merchant toward the mall order 
hone*. Mr Ransford, a member of the. 
Canadian Manufacturers’ association, 
said at the recent convention of that 
body:

"1 maintain , , . that the greater 
faellltiw yon pat into the hands of 
people living in small pier* to deni 
with departmental «tor* at the centres, 
or, In other word», to live in th# country 
and at the same time have the advan 
tags of shopping ia the city store, the 
more yon will make tfce country attrac­
tive end Ike lens likely yen will he to 
make thrac people leave the country 
part# and flock to the eltlw. There was 
a meeting of the board of trade la my 
town n short time ago. They have 
adopted the method of having a com­
mittee of the retail storekeepers quietly, 
•nb roe*, watch everything that com* 
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