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The Annual Address of the Conference to the Ne-
thodist Societies.

Dearvy eeLovep Breturen,—The Ad-
drees which we presented to you on the oc-
casion of our last Annual Meeting, opened
with a grateful acknowledzement of pros-
perity. Signs of prosperity are now also
’nnlod to us. Whether we advert to the
increase of numbers in our Societies, to the
progress of spiritusl religion in different
places, or to the augmented facilities which
are provided for the wider diffusion of ex-
perimeatal and practical Christianity, we
find abundant cause, on a review of the
yoar which has just closed, to offer afresh
war tribute of thanksgiving to Almighty
God, the Father of lights and of mercies,
whose * hand is upon all them for good that
seek Him.” :

But we are, at the same time, constrained
to mention that disturbances of a serious
nature bave recently agitated some parts of
the Conanexion, and produced not a few of
the disastrous consequences which are won!
to result fromn dissensions and schisms in a
Christiaa community. We are happy in-
deed o be assured that, even by means of
these disturbances, the principles and fidel-
ity of our best friends have been more fully
tried and approved; and we entertain a
cheerful hope that, in this case, as in many
former ones of a like character, * the things
which’ have *‘ happened” will, in the issue,
and under the control of Him who 1s ** Head
over all things to the Church,” “ fall out
rather uato the furtherance of the Gospel.”
Meanwhile, however, we cannot be insensi-
ble of the jeopardy to which, not only indi-
viduals, but some entire Societies, are expo-
sed ; and of the possibility, nay, the proba-
bility, that in more instances than it ever
will be easy to know or name, there may
be a mourn{ul declension in vital godiiness,
and a departure from the fold of Christ. In
these circumstances, it is not without
mingled feelings that we proceed to lay be-
fore you such counse]s and encouragements
as the state of our affarrs, whether prosper-
ous or adverse, seemns most to requite.

Permit us, dear Brethren, at the very
outset of these our pastoral admonitions, to

exhort you to a more diligent cultivation of |
personal religion, and to the maintenance of

circumspection and consisiency in all your
Christian walk. “ Draw nigh to G.d, and
He will draw nigh to you:" draw uigh
through child-like and constant fuith in
Him who ** His own self bare our sins in
His own body on the tiee,” who ‘ once
suffered for sine, the just for the unjust, that
he might bring us 1o God:" draw nigh by the
grace of the Holy Spirit, who sapp'ies all
the aid which man needs in approaches
to the Most High; and thus, looking to the
Father, through the Sou, zud by the ‘“ one
Spirit” of truth and love, expect the pro-
mised gifts of light, and hfe, and peace,
which so freely descend from the eternal
and nexhaustible Source of good.
ed is the people that kuow the joyful
sound : they shall walk, O Lorn, 1 1he
light of Thy countenance.”  Receve from
God, use for God.  Clicrish *“ the spirit o

race and of supplications” which
L)ID is still pleased o ** pour upon” His
people. Be autenuive ty seasons of prayer,
private, domestic, social, public; and,
humility, faith, and hope, comunt yourseives
to Him who * will gather barael, aud keep
him, as a shephierd doth lus tlock ;"

|

|
1

| careful in the year of drought, neither shall
- —— icease from bearing fruw.”

|

“ Dless.!

the !

who |

¢ will cause” this people “to waln by the |

rivers of waters 1n o straizht woy, whoeran
they shall not stumble, wiile tiny ©
flow together to the goodaess ot the Lorn "
and ““their soul shall be a5 a waered
garden.” Let your defizht be o the aw
of the Lorn. " * Med.tate " w at. Make

vour intercourse with cach other.
;lll its Jessons ; for ** the words of the Lonrop
are pure words, as silver trnied 1 a farnace
of earth, punticd seven times’”  Rejuce,

shall

the Lord’s Table, but joyfully embrace alt
the opportunities which may be afforded to
you of sharing in the comforts and benefiis
of that holy Sacrameant, of commemorating
your Saviour's dying love, of renewing

till He come.” —Daily aspire to higher at-

THE WES
but her leaf nha‘H‘ be ;rre;lrlr;.;ud sha;;;::e

Forsake not

your acts of Chrisuan faith, hope, and
charity, and of *‘ showing the Lorp’s death

tainments in the life Divine. * Press to-
ward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Seek that
your *‘ Jove’” may be * made perfect.” Re-
member that ** God ts love,” and that * he
who dwelleth it love dwelleth in God, snd
God in him@® Faithfully aim at the right
application §f all your spiritual blessings.
* Teach me Thy way, O Lomrbp,” sys the
Psalmist, “§nd lead me in a plain path,
oecause of Ymine enemies:”—and again,
** Teach me to do Thy will; for - Thou art
my God. Thy Spirit is good; lead me into
the land of uprighiness ” The kingdom of
God is *‘ righteousness, and peace, and joy
in the Holy Ghost.” But ** in these things,”
in the enjoyment and use of these inestim-
able blessings, we are taught and bound to
‘“serve Christ.” ‘ See then that ye walk
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.”
** Who then,” writes St. James, ““isa wise
man and endued with knowledge among
you? let him show out of a good conversa-
tion his works with meekness of wisdom.”
* Put on therefore,” says St. Paul to the
Colossians, ** as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, hum-
bleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering;
forbeariug one another, and forgiving one
another, if any man have a quarrel against
any : even as Christ forgave you, s0 also do
’e"!

To secure the object which we have now
urged on your Chnstian atiention, permit
us also, with affectionate earnestness, to
warn you against all thut might expoase your
personal religion to danger, and particularly
against evils which prevail in the present
day.

Carefully avoil the indulgence of a sus-
pictous and censorious spirit.  Cuall to mind

every thing by which * your minds” might
‘““be corrupted from the simplicity that is
in Christ.” '

Never give entertainment to the spirit
of retaliation or revenge. Yield not to en-
mity. Be prompt and glad to make allow-
ance for the infirmities of others, and to
maiuntain the * charity” which * shall cover
the multitude of sins.” Do not forget that
the only petition in the Lord’s Prayer to
which He has Himself annexed a particular
comment and application, is the one
which He teaches us to say, * Forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;” ** for
if ye forgive men their trespasses, your
heavealy Father will also forgive you; but
if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your tres-
passes.”  Are you assailed, misrepresented,
injured ? and are you tempted, by reprisals,
by contempt, or in any other way which the
Law of “I'ruth and Charity does not warrant,
to requite what you have suffered? Pause
and reflect. ‘T'hink of what the Law of
Moses enjoins: *“ T'hou shalt not hate thy
brother in thine heart. ‘T'hou shalt not
avenge, nor bear any grudge against the
children of thy people, but thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself: | am the Lord.”
** Dearly beloved,” says St. Paul, ‘ avenge
not yourselves, but rather give place unto
wrath: for it 1s written, Vengeance is
mine ; I will repay, saith the Lorp.” Ven-
geance, then, is the Loro's, not ours.  Let
us beware lest we usurp His prerogative,
and forget our entire dependence on Him.
Has any one done you evil? ** Say not
thou, 1 will recompense evil; I will do so
to him as he hath done to me; I will render
to the man according to his work :—but
wait on the Lorp, and He shall save thee.”
*I'herefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed
him; if he thirst, give him drink : for in so
doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his
head ”

Suffer us further to admonish you, that
you exert yourselves, in your several spheres
of life and action, and according to the
abilities and opportunities which the Great
Proprietor of all things iray have conferred
upon you, in the promotion of religion, with
all that relates to 1ts peculiar intluence,
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the p«;or; his righte

ever; hig hornshall'he ox .

Shall we oo this subjget::‘.t:‘;;ﬁ:m"'
His instructions who, in the P"lbll::""‘
Good Samaritan, has so fully and [,,n:“
answered the question, * Whois m “bly
bour 7 and wheo, in Bis solemn d"{;-"-‘k
of‘lhe proceeding of the las day 'pex‘
Himself in the person of the pm‘w ..‘";-f
fering, warning us that, in them (-.':’;
my brethren,” lle says, vay, * the least of
these my brethren,”) He is a4 hun'm;-
whom we are 10 *“ feed ' o thirsty” ta whom
we are to * givedrink " ¢ siranger” whom
we are to ** take in,” “ pakeqn whom we
are to ‘“ clothe,” * sick,™ or *ip prison ”
whom we are 10 “ visit ™« Wy :
Cephas, and John,” writes 8¢, P:?‘:::
seemed to be pillars, perceived ihe e
that was given unto me, they gave 0 me
and Barnabas the right hand of 3
that we should go unto the Heathes, nd’
they unto the Circumecision. Only,” i
this recognition of apostolical equality, aad
i this great distribution of spostelical I
bour, *“ they would that we should remember
the poor; the same.” adds this devoted
Apostle of the Gentiles, ** which T also wae
forward to do,” —as indeed all his conduct
proved. It is annecessary 10 remind you
that, 1u this province of most charitable ser-
vice, our venerable Founder was pre-emi-
nently distinguished, and that it is also o
province which the Connexion of Wesleyan
Methodisis has always sought to culiivae,
‘*“ See,"” then ** that ye abound in this
also.””  Manifest your care for the pnot sad
ncedy by your own personal exertions, tad
by freely supplying all the encouragement
i your power to the unostentatiovs (bet
patient and most useful) forms of charity
which search ®ut the destitute and aflicted
10 their own abodes of sorrow, and misister
at once to their temporal and spiriteal re-
lief.  And, in these offices of love, do ot
neglect the seasonable and switable provi-
| sion which is due 1o the aged Christisa
i ponr.

Pay a more particular and active regard

—

ousness endureth fo,

I'to the establishinent aund extension of Chris-
i ian Schools.  You are deeply sensible thas
{ all education ought to be based on religion,

what our Lord says of our becoming httle | and the maintenauce of its sacred Insutu- | —that, whether in earlier or in latter life,

children that we may eater 1ato the kingdom
of God ; and dwell also on that beautiful

| tions, ’
Care, with affectionate and faithful zeal,

* the fear of the Lorp is the begioning of
 wisdom,—and that Christian ** fathers” are

portraiture of a true disciple which occurs | for the spiritual wterests of your own fami. . especialiy enjoined by apostolical authoriy,
in the one hundred and thirty-first Psaim; | hes, and of all to whom you may stand in ' * not to provoke their children to wrath,”
“ Lorp, my heart is vot haughty, nor mue | any domestic relation, whether nearer or " but to * bring them up iu the ourture and

eyes lofty* neither do I exercise myself in

| more remote.  Recall to memory the plain

“admomuion of the Lord.”

This is a prin-

great matters, or in things too high for me. , and powerful lessons which the Holy Scrip- ! ciple winch you have always been taught 1o

Surely | have behaved aud quieted myself | tures teach, undergevery dispensation and , esteem as one of vital and paramount iu-

as a child that is weaned of his mother; my ' 1n every circumstance, with respect to the | portance, and one from which we trust that
!

soul 1Iseven as a weaned child.!” When

Itis *“ God”

»religious training of families,

nothing wiil ever be able to move you.—

this temper pervades a Christian Society, ! Hiumself who * setteth the solitary in fami- | But let us attectionately admonish you 10

there i3 every ground for coufidence, aud
the gratetul anticipation of prosperous
umes. How truly and cheerfully may
then be added, as the Psalmmst humself
adds, ‘ Let Isracl hope in the Lorb from
henceforth and for ever!” Wuth humihiy
and peace ke will bestow prosperity.
Bewire of whisperers, —uwho, under the
sse ol dnendship, and perhaps of great
canddour, i the possession of your conti-
dence, Gnd i ree communie on with you,
scatter st tions to the Joesadvantaze ot
othiers, and seeretly dietuse a poson wineh
my ot soon by repieved. Consudor thae

the repoacir ot wineh a Chostaa man

pou st to i s s, tie teumony of lus !

comcirnce, thiat g senpcay and o godly
sencerty ot wih Jdesiiy wisdom, but by
Whe grace ol God, e = ot s comver-
sation i the world, aud more abundanuy”
towards those who are uorveed wath boa
Chre~timn relaions an Goard
agarast themrwaro i any way, o nader any
professions, * hean wat to and
“speakinythetrath)” *or bonr sieere,”

“an love sech tot arow upaato oo alt

foionsbinn,

L )
[P 4t o S

Ctngs,whienss the Houd, even Canist; rom
it the subject of edilying conversation 1 whomn the whoie budy [y poed e dier

N [N i
Potiow l and compactad by thatwhich cvery jont sup--

phieth, accordinr to the etfectuab work o
the measure ot every part,uriketh inere s of
the body untothe editying of dseit i love.”

that “ through pattence and combort of the f Let * vour tove ab wid yet more aud more

- ) i 169 : v ) i
Scriptures” you may always ** have hope.” [y knowledge wud mnall mdZment,

“Trust ye tn the Loro for ever ™ and let!that, in the enjoymeat and excreise of this

Him be your vatathng resource, that you Diviae love, * ye muay approve tanzs that |

may be ‘' as a tree planted by the waters, [ are excellent,” and way, i all eveins and

and that spreadeth out her rous by the {exigencies, * be siucere and winhoot of
» = 5
niver, and shail nat sce when heat cometh, | funce,” keeping at the utmost distauce from

Fleuy ;

i lies,”” aud whose own word declares that He
I+ wiil be the God of all the fannlies of Is-
i rael.”  He, then, 1s the Author of our do-

mestic commumuies, for which He provides,
| to which He condescends to stand in the
I relation of their Head, and by which He 1s
! aiways to ve acknowledped and adored. —

| By the duly reading of His holy word 1n

Pycur faunhies, —hy prayer, intercession, and

D hauksgiving suited to the cases of all therr
mewbers,— by the free commuuication ol

aud by
seek it yeur iaonhies, s well as yourseives,
Iy cotserrated to Hiua 1o whom
Cboth you aidd they belong,—that they may
pperpoagte His name and prase when you
are no more seen —and  taa, mooall their
biancies aud conncxiuus, they may escape

be

the calranties whieh oy over the famihes

thit ¢ vl not on the nrme of the Lekn. Be
visilandy on your vaard, *lest there should
be among you” a “fannly whose heart
,turneddy away this day trom the Lown our
God;" andy for your encouragement, re-
member that the Loro has promsed to
*ereate uponevery dweliing-place of Mount
ZIUH,”

croud and smoge by doy, and the sinning ol
a fhamug fice by night”?

Attend to the sick and poor in your sev-
eral neighbourhoods, aud wherever your in-
Hocnce may extend. ' Blessed s he that
constderei®tne poor.” e that despiseth
his neighbour”

cobl that neighbour may be, **sianeth : but

- he that hath wieicy on the poor, happy s

Phet t le hath dispersed, lie hath goven t

famiar Coristoan teaching,—by the habi-
tual observiuce of kind but firm discipline, !
Vour own consistent cxamples,—

as well as “upon her assemblies, a

whatever tlie circumstances

s hold w practically, and to promote the -
! stitution o1 enlargememnf(.‘lmslianSchools,
"uot on Sund.ys only, but also and especial-
ly on the week-days.  Thisis a department
“of Christian service to which we are pow
peremptorily called, and which we camnot
omit, or heed'essly postpone, without injury
10 others, as well us sciious blame to our-
selves.  Opportunities ure atforded i &
"larger measure than formerty, by the erec-
Ston, for example, of ihe spacious and most
conventent premises at Westuauisier; where,
i adiition to the education ol -chiidren, a
comsetent number of I'eachers, both male
and temae, will be traned, (o meet the d'_’
maneds o the Connexsen.  ft 18 our conb-
drat hope that ts noble Lstablishmeat
Dwal not Ll or be inpeaed in it operanons,
“for want ot adeguate support Let us ditr
P gendy mantan aud use all the fa::"'“”
“which are, or which may be, Pm‘“b“d for
Uthe resisious witare oftirem who arle ”0‘,'.
Cpsinr auto hite, that we ay not ! "'Nd‘?
"what we hme * heard and known, bat
"may ' show to ihe generativn 10 coipe, ‘h;
"praises of the Loro, aud His streagth, a0
| His wonderful works that He hath dooe,—
that the ceneration to come may know
them, even the clnldren which shell be born,
i who shiail arise and declare thew 10 thewr
i "
children, that they may set thew ?!OP"“‘
God, aud pot forset the works of God, b
i keep s commuadments’
| el'!rcc!\' conenr with your Christiad Bre-
% . e and according
{thren of other Comniuniiies, 8 i
o the earne<t recommendations v_shlch )oz‘
Fhave olten received froins us on llh'.’h’“(':’{::,'_
Lin stoving by ali the weans W ::Lbellﬂ obr
‘\.‘.,A: ule lu'da"ll o us¢ o secure

|
1
|
{
i}
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the Lord's-day, and of oth
it has pleased Aln
God to appnnt. Whatever pleacdur e
s may be urged oo the ?lher 81 e,;
10 the plan teachiugs of §cnpmre.
\be wialhibie rule which 1s there pl:escr
aud let no man’s cuprdity or man s ple
divert your attention from it. Etforis
oa right and well-tried principles, eushn
1a the spirit of truth and unteigned c
prosecmed, by evil report and good re|
w patience and peace, and offered i §
and submmssion to Gud, cannot fail
cud of some gratifying success. Peri
here alss 1o remind you of the admou
which we addressed to you last year
t» be constantly on your
love of the world, and th
croachments of a worldly spint. inl;:
the clnms‘uf man, real|f>r umgom
ot the claims ",f yourselves or y
e | Y th the claims of G
hes, interlere Wi ; lplin
and 10 your secular plans and engag ‘
be cautious hmy you conuect your
direcily of ndirectly, with wh.nOdt’r
volve a pracucal disregard of G
day, or 8 violation of its n?ncmy."
cannot prevent ¢ other men's sius,
« partakers”’ of them. .
Allow us farther to exhort you th
eording to your means and o.ppon'u‘
you support what i1s emphatica Iydea
Work ot God, at home and abroad, ar
ou do it from motives which rise fiat
the reach or influence of vain snd g
Jess insinuations. As In qther fo
Chastian effort, so also 1 this, let th
wfirst a willing mind.” When the
commanded Moses to *“ ypeak un
children of lsrael, that |h‘ey should
Him 1o offering”’ for the ‘I'abernacle
added, * Of every man thategiveth
lingly with his heart ye shall take
ferning."” Accordingly, as is afterw?
Jated, *“ they came, every one whos
stirred him up, and every one wh
spiril made willing, and they brou
Loap's offcning,’—'* they came, b
and women, as Mmany as were willing
ed” * The people,” 1 David’s i
jorced, for thai they ofiered uvl.[lux;
cause with perfect heart theyoffered
ly to the Lord”—so that Dawr
gratefuily say, ** I have seen with
people, which are prcs'r‘m here, 10 ¢
lingly untn Thee.” The chiel ol
thers, in Bzra's tune, © n!ftfrr-d Jre
after thewr abituy”? A gt presed
a mind thus willing aod ready, v
el according to that a muan lm't'h,
according to that he hath not.,
mn," then, according as he pu]
his beart, so let ham e not ora
ot of mecessity ; for God vlnwln a
ieer”” e that givedd, ,lN h
with simplicay.” W hen these |
Dliowed, the Work of Gud, 1t
parts and provinces, will not and ¢
of the pecumary supphes which ar
0 rarry out its several operations.
Seek to conserve the godly ur(]‘
onght 1 exist 1n every Chesuian N
Let esery one be tound at s pre
mtent on the duties and services v
acotted hun.  Awd here we won
24t beloved brethren, the Leade
Preachers, and others who sustay
ant otlices 1 the Connexion, to
teir respective labours wiih ped
patient zeai, and to ' take courag
“iabour 15 not i vaw 1 the Lor
rusalem 1s buiided as acity thats
together,” or ‘“at umty 1 selfl
St. Paul was wrning to the Colo
said, “ Though 1 be absentin the
| with you in the spant, Joyit
Y ding vour order, and the stead
vour tath in Clinst.” L every o
tis Jue order,—it ne 1 ok not ¢
things, but also on the thrags of
U he faphfally occupy the piace
firace and Providence ol fiod he
ed e by, and il o atl this, he
antizipate success,—uv hall ne
ponted.  Peace shill calm and
Livspinat - the path ol usetul and
tervice shall open nore and m
Lemy and s fithiul endeave
’ Brte our common Navour's caus
bappiy prove that * toe lrunt of
hess 15 sown 1 peace, ol them
Prace”  ‘*‘I'ne wioned,” indeq
«\lia deceittul work : but to fnm

gervance of
suutions which

at ‘Ugeo
aganst the



