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FIVE MINUTE SERMON

BY REV. M, BOSSBAERT

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

EVIL BPIRITS

Qur Divine Saviour bedame in all
respeots man like ourselves, s&in
alone excepted, and today's gospel
containe a proof of this fact, for
although Jesus Christ ‘was the =on
of God, and was Himselt truly God,
yet, whilst He fasted for forty
daye in the desert, He showed Him
gelf to be so truly man that the devil
aotually dared to tempt Him, and
Jesus did not prevent his doing so.
Our Lord had two reasons for per-
mitting Himeelt to be tempted ; He
wished to reveal to us, on the one
hand, the various ways in which the
evil one tries to ensnare men, and,
on the other band, the way in which
we can avoid these snares. He set
us sn example of humility, and
taught us how to resist and conquer

the power of our great enemy. We
may therefore learn three lessons
trom today's goepel : 1, That thera
are evil spirite ; 2. that they try to
injure us ; 8, that we can overcome
them.

1. There spirits
of faith, and confirmed by many
passages in Holy Fcripture, which
telle us how these evil epirits came
into existence. Originally there were
none, for God made all spirite good
and beautiful, and assigned heaven
to them ae their dwelling place.
Some of the spirits, however, gave
way to pride and envy, and rebelled
against God, Who drove them out of
heaven and cast them down into
hell. Ever since then there have
been devils, who are evil spirits.
They were once good and beautiful
and happy, but atter their-tall they
became horrible and most wretched ;
they are full of hatred : — hatred
against God, hatred against heaven
and eartb, hatred against themselves
and others; they are tortured for |
all eternity by fire that can never be
guenched. We know all this by
Divine Revelation. Our Saviour

are evil

Thie is

speaks of the everlasting fire pre-
pared for the devil and his angels,
and St. Peter says that God drew the
angels that sinned by infernal ropes |

\
~

down to the lower hell, unto tor-
mente.

Whoever, therefore, questions the
existence of evil spirits, doubts the
truth of Divine Revelation. There
are people who want to seem very
enlightened, and so they deny the
existence of the devil, and, with pity-
ing contempt, laugh at the stupidity
of those who believein it ;—we know
well enough what kind of people
they are; they live to please the
devil, and must be afraid that he
will one day claim them 8s his own;
hence they wish that he did not
exist, and they delight in believing
whas they wish to be true.

2, Our second lesson is that the
evil spirits try to imjure us, o harm
us both in body and soul, to make us
disobey God, to lead us tc sin and to
plunge us into eternal destruction. |
They hate and quarrel with one
another, but in one respect they are
all agreed, namely, they deeire men
to sin, and so he turned away from |
God, and rendered unhapgpy forever.
Soon sfter the creation of man this
fact became apparent. When the
devil saw bow happy Adam and Eve |
were in Paradise, he was filled with |
envy and hatred, and knew no rest
until, by his lies, he had brought
about their ruin. We read in Holy |
Scripture that through the devil's |
envy sin came into the world, and, |
through sin, death. As is recorded |
in today's gospel, he even dared |
to approach the Son of God, and,
although he was defeated and put
to flight by our Divine Lord, be never |
cenases to assail those who believe in i
Christ ; in fact the further Christ's |
kingdom extends in the world, the |
greater is the devil's fury. “ He |
goeth about like a rosring lion, seek- |
ing whom he may devour.” He
is never weary, but remews his
attacks upon us day after day, trying |
to ensnareus. His hatred is directed
with peculiar virulence against the |
Catholic Church, which he would
fain annihilate by means of calumny
and persecution, becauss so many
gouls find refuge from him there.

3. But however violently the devil
may assail us, we can overcome him,
if only we follow the example of our
Divine Saviour. The spirit of pride
may tempt us to pride and arrogance,
the spirit of impurity may tempt us
to lust, the spirit of falsehood may
tempt wus to lies, untruthfulness,
envy, injustice and avarice, and try
to bring us into hostility with our
fellowmen and to make us lose our
faith,—but we shall be able to resist
all these temptations if we walk with
Jesus in the presence of God ; if we
ghun the world; if we pray often and
fervently ; and if, by fasting and
mortification, we conquer the lusts
of the flesh.  Provided we do this,
the evil spirits can do us no harm,
but will be obliged to leave us alone,
The devil can really injure and lead
astray those only who give them
gelves up to him. This is the reason
why those fall most easily into hie
gnares and succumb to temptations,
who are careless about prayer and
forgettul of the presence of God, who
occupy themselves too muca with
worldly amueements, and are always
eager for frivolity and gaistv, and
whe cherish arrogant, sensual aod
avaricious thoughts.

“ Be gober and watch,'' p.va -t
Peter, and St. James writes :  Resist
the devil, and he will fly from you.”
Let us avail oureelves eepeciilly of
this holy s:ason of Lent to practise
prayer, fasting and self-demial, in
order thus to overcome the evil
gpirite, our deadly enemies, and by

our struggles and triumphs to be-
come day by day more like our
Divine Saviour. Amen.

- ———

CHURCH UNITY AND
ROME'S El’l\l’[-IAN Y

Bernard J, McNamara in America

Church unity is the great desider-
atum in the religious world today.
The fast crumbling Protestant secte
realize that there must be some gort
of union between them if they are to
evjoy afew more decades of life. So
we see associations for religious
unity multiplying all over the world.
But none of these seems to know
how to bring about the union desired.
The work of union must be started
within the confines of each sect, for
each sect is split up into several or
more divieions opposed in less or
grester measure to one another.
Theee contending divisions must firet
be united before any sect can speak
of union with another. Here lies the
great difficulty. None of these vari
ous divisione seems desirous of yield-
ing points that might pave the way
for at least the beginning of religious
unity. In other words, there is no
person or group of persons in any of
the Protestant sects able to seay
what are the essentiol points upon

| which charch unity must be founded.

There is no voice of authority.
There is therefore no unity nor will
there be any.

“Once in a great while, as happened
a short time ago, the Catholic Church
is included in these plang for church
unity. The prees of the world gives
wide spread circulation to the fact
that & committee is to wait upon the
Pope to secure his views on this im-
portant subject. Then the world
pretends to be eurprised when the
Pope tells his visitors that there can
be no unity except through the
acceptance of Catholic principles.
And Benediot XV. is merely repeating
and re-echoing the worde of his illus
trious predecessor, Leo XIII. His
Holiness is far more anxious than

| any one else to see the fulfilment of

Christ's words, ' There shall be one
fold and one shepherd,” but he is
compelled to say frankly that this
must not be brought about through
the sacrifice of principles that cannot
be given up.

Now the really surprising thing
happene. Only afew weeks after the
unity-seeking committee has left the
Pope's presence, a magnificent pag-
eant demonstrating the unity of the
Catholic Church in all ite fulneus is
staged in the City of the Popee. Such
a complete manifestation of real, un-
breakable unity must excite the sur-
prise and arouse the envy of ardent
seekers after the apparently elusive
quality of unity outside the Catholic
Church. I refer to the splendid
series of religious oceremonies that
exemplify in an absolutely unmis-
takable way the strong bond that
unites the Catholic Church in all
gections of the globe. These are held
annually in the Church of San Andrea
della Valle in Rome.

Apd what better time could be

| selected than the Octave of Epiphany?

The Epiphany is the birthday of
Christianity among the Gentilee. 1t
commemorates the calling of the

| races to the true Faith and the
| beginning of our emancipation from

the slavery of paganiem. The unity
of the human race was torn asunder
in the times of paganism. Races
congidered themeelves not only as
strangers to one another, but also
hated each other as enemies. The
Hebrew, the Greek and the Roman
felt so keenly their national character
that they forgot absolutely that they
were children of one Father.. The

| eternal Son of God came into the

world to reconstruct the grand unity
of the human family and to reconcile
it with God. Scarcely was Christ
born than He drew to the cave
through the marvelous hymn of the
angele the shepherds of Bethlehem
and then shortly afterwards through
the instrumentality of the prodigious
gtar the Magi came from the East to
adore Him. Thus from the first days

\ of His infancy, Our Lord manifested

Himself atrue cornerstone that united
togather two peoples, the Jew and
the Gentile, in one bond of unity of
the same faith and the same love.
There at Bethlehem, at Epiphany, He
launched the new Church that was
not to be bound or restricted to one
country or to one people.

To give a vieible and eloquent pic-
ture of this real unity and universal
ity of the Church was the reason that
actuated the Venerable Vincenzo
Palloti to establieh the series of sol-
emn and diverse ceremonies that
take place each year at Epiphany in
the Eternal City. There during the
octave, Latins, Greeks, Maronites,
Chaldeanes, Slave, Syrians and Armen-
ians, each in their own ritee, celebrate
the game Holy Sacrifice in beautiful
harmony at the same altar. ® English,
French, Spanish, Italian, German,
Polish prieets, in tact priests of all
nations, preach the same word of God
in their own language from the same
pulpit. Cardinale, Bithops, secular
and religious priests, and seminarians
from all the national colleges of
Rome take their parts in the sacred
funotione. And Rome is the proper
place to represent this precious image
of the unity of the Church in epite of
the varieties of the rites, of liturgiee
and of tongues because here io the
center of Catholicism every-distino-
tion of race, of customs and of lan.
guage is harmonized in the supreme
unity of the Catholic Hierarchy. We
talk of union and pence and of broth
erhood, but these things seem to
remain in the reslm of the ideal, In
practice, we witness dissensions and
ware or armed pence that constantly
keeps us uneasy. On the other hand,
the seored functions at Epiphany in

Rome teach us clearly that, above
the quearrels and jealousies that
divide nations, there does exist &
sacred chain of unity, the Catholic
Church. Shealone can persuade the
pations to fraternize and asgociate in
one large tamily in which the tame
faith livee, the same hope breathes
aud the same love burns.

It wee in 1838 that the Veperable
Palloti conceived and inaugurated
thie practical idea of exemplityiog the
unity of God's Churcb. He antici
pated the flret move of Pius IX. and
the splendid efforte of Leo XIII
looking towaris the union with the
Oriental Chuarches by being the first
organizer of ghe popular movement
towards the union so much desired
by these eaintly and learned Pontiffe.
This demonstration of unity brings
out a fact worthy of note, that all
these Orientalditurgies in the essen-
tial part of the Holy Sacrifice are
conformable to our Latin rite and
differ only in the ceremonies, in the
prayerg, in the language, and in the
vestments ; thinge which are recog
nized by the Church and approved of
by her. Divine worship, not being

limited to one people, as the Edda to |

the Scandinavians, the Vedas to the
Indians
the Chinese, and the Koran to
Arabg, ie one in substance but varied
and changing in ite forms.

“o day after day, the splendid pro-
gram of unity ie carried out during
the octave of the Rpiphany. One day
it is the Greek rite of St. John Chrys-
ostum impressive in its beauty even
though a little mystitying. The next
day it will be the Armenian rite car-
ried out in a most gorgeous manner,
Then will come the Marcnite rite, the
liturgy of that eplendid race that
escaped the persecution of the Per-
gian and Moslem and found a place
of peace on Mount Lebanon. Then
comes the rite of the Coptic Church
which claime St. Mark as ite founder.
Then is celebrated the Chaldean rite
and here we feel the real spirit of the
Epiphany, for it was from the Chal-
deans that the threé kings came as
the representatives of the first nation
solemnly to recognize Christ.

|
|
|

the liturgy of Confusius to | Promi A A
the | Of the nation will do ite duty in the

|
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and victories have a place in nature’s ‘ gomelimes, sucially and protession-

cosmic plane,
wisdom can secure to conservatism
the confldence that the multitude
insiets upon placing somewhere.

| Just now, the tempered radical mind

seems to have the best of it. Per-
bhaps, the fact that our chief execu

tive has called himself ' an animated |
conservative,” conveys hope it not |

ge that the conservative mind

face of our problems, rather than
force the trusting multitudes to

place their hopes in that radicalism |
that destroys the world.—William J. |
Kerby, Ph. D., in the February Catho- |

lic World.

A DANGER TO THE
FAITH -

Those who have read Rene Bezin's
powerful novel, “The Barrier,” will |

ensily recall the strong scene in
which VFelicien Limerel, who has
lost his faith in Catholiciem, charges
his parents with being largely respon-
gible for that disaster.

recognizs it. I received more relig-

| ione instruction and saw more exam-

The |

rite of the Russian Uniate Church is |

celebrated on one of the days and
then one senses the wonderfulness of

this great spirit of unity that bhas |
continued to exist in spite of cen- |
turies of Muscovite persecution. The |

great panorama of unity closes with |

the Ruthenian rite. Here we honor
a race that refused to follow Michael
Cerularius into echism in 1047 and

\
\

ples of fuith among my masters t2an
most of the men of my generation.
That should have sufficed, and often
has done, to build up a sound faith,
but on one condition : It i that the
tamily life should be in harmony with
these instructiome. . . . I have
seen at home too meny examples
which did not agree with the lessons
taught at school, and I have learned
to doubt. I have seen that

has stood loyally by the Holy See | you all placed many things before

ever since. The various rites mystity | religion.
But there | would be long.

us, we do not understand.
is one big thought that makes us
happy and that is the fact that we all
acknowledge the epiritual headship
of the Vicar of Christ ; we are in one
fold under one shepherd. The lack
of unity among the sects, the appar-
ent inability to eecure that unity
may be the forerunner to a grand
union with the Church of Christ.
The Divine idea eignified by this
Epiphany celebration may soon come
true and there will be but one flock
and one ghepherd.

THE CONSERVATIVE
MIND

onse

The ¢ rvative mind is contem
plative while the radical mind is
analytical. When we analyze social
facts one part of oar mind baholds
one aspect of things. In contempla
tion, however, we are submerged
in vision, and reasoning tends but
to disturb the comfort of our posi-
tion without adding to its strength.
The radical mind consumes ite
enorgy in taking attitudes with
vehement attachment; hence, it is
that so many analytical minds are
irritable, and radical movements
are nervoug, intolerant and difficult
to put up with. Ruskin wae right
when he said to Norton, “Apalysis is
abominable business.’ Strangely
enough, those statements are only
partly true. The conservative is a
contemplative when he looks at
reality but he is analytical when he
looks at the complete ideal. He
analyzes it, resists it, and even argues
againet it. On the other hand, the
radical is analytical and rebellious
in the face of the established order,
but he is an indiscriminate ocontem-
plative when he looks toward the
ideal. The conservative takes ideals
gerioucly but he keeps them at a
distance from which they give him
light, comfort and inspiration. The
radical approaches so near to the
ideal that bis mind catches fire which
resembles the prairie fires of the
West. Imagination enables the
radical mind to bound over obstacles
and to fly past the problems of the

real ag a high speed train flies past
the telegraph poles along its path-
way. The conservative resembles
the track walker who plode along
and looks at the roadbed, instead of
the horizon, and gives detailed care
to the maintenance of way on which
the safety of the high speed train
depends.

The conservative mind is the
organ of responsibility and caution
in human society. In it the spirit
of a nation finds lodgment and rever-
ent guardianship. The conservative
mind is the trustee of civilization
and the defender of its continuity.
The radical mind with its acute
sengibilities to injustice and with ite
fenrless welcome for new thought
and new ideals, prepares the way for
the progress which is the law of life.
Ot course, no one forgets the mise.
takes of conservatism or of radical:
ism. Each neede the other. Each
ie a positive danger without the
other. Both are truth.seekers, but
they differ in their understanding of
the truth and of the seeking. The
merits and the mistakes of enach,
their limitations, conflicts, defeats

|
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It includes

the whole of life, or ';vhnl: is called by |

that name : the whirl of amusement,
luxury, bonor?, the future—yours and
perhaps mine algo. I have secn that

bad once been taught to venerate,
the men who had been held up to me
a8 examples ; and that you allowed |

matters to be freely discuesed here in |

your house. . . . I saw,
that you approved this
which at first horrified me. The in- |
fluencesa of your salon were not
always a training in virtue. Wko |
wae ever concerned to practice these |
teachings ?

me in my youth
ever tried to divine my doubte and to |
answer them ? Who ever interested
themeelves in my reading ? I read
everything without guidance. . . .
in short, I have never understood
trom the life here at home that relig

even,
language |

ful aspirations ? Who |

| jon was the law by which we should

1

1

l

be guided. That is what 1 reproach
you with. If you are, after all, a |
believer at heart, father, .
then you ehould bave been cne fun-
damentally, and have made of my
childish fsith the law, the light, the
gtrength of my life. I have none of
all these—neither law, nor strength, |
nor joy. Ifyou are a believer, and if
what you believe exists, from what a
heaven you banighed me !”

Felicien's parents, the story goes |
on to tell, were forced to acknowledge |
the justice of their son’s mercilesa\
indiotment, for the Limerels' rehg-l
jon, the mcther tea: fully owne, had 1
been merely one of ‘‘respectability.” ‘
It is just possible that the perusal of ‘
the foregoing passage may give éven |
other Catholic parents & qualm or
two of conscience. Perhaps their
children are sent, though grudingly,
to Oatholic schools, but the domestic
atmosphere is 8o hostile to the prin-
ciples that the boys and girls of the
tamily learn in the clagsrooms that
they decide, after recovering from
the painful bewilderment they ex-
perience in trying to reconcile con-
tradiotions, that the only sensible
way of practicing their religion is
according to the pattern set them by
their wealk, critical and pleasure-
loving parents. As a result, the chil-
dren themselves, in spite of their
early schooling, grow up compromis-
ingly worldly-minded Catholice.
Having been accustomed at home
from their tender years to hear the
Church’s tenets nnd decrees belittled
and her rulers carped at, it is small
wonder that when they become men
and women their Catholiciem ie
merely a ‘‘religion of respectabilityy’
quite devoid of vitality and depth,
useful, indeed on Sundays, profitable,

He cries out:
‘I bed early Christian training; I |

enumerating |

Who suctained |

| GOLD MEDAL CO

Not past but present | ally, but by no means a religion for

| which eecrifices must be made.—
| Catholic Urion and Times.

|
|
|
|

A New Story, just ready, by the

foremost living Catholic novelist

ISABEL C. CLARKE

The Deep Heart

“The Deep Heart” tells a delightful,
reposeful story, invested with real charm
of character -analysis, and an almost
pathetic affection for skies and life
Italian. It is a love story, pure and
simple, of the choice made by Avril
Warring between Justin Mellor and
Peter Clutton, and of Mellor’s renunci-
ation, which will appeal, as indeed will
the whole volume, to the true Catholic
heart.

8vo, net, $1.75; y(»lpui1l $1.90
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epia Tone Picture

Post Paid 15
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LONDON, CANADA

l?A'rm:k CASEY writes with sincere

and deep feeling. His uplifting heart-
gongs carry many cheery winged messages
to the earth-worn weary children of men.
Many chords are touched to which the
heart strongly vibrates ; tender chords of
Erin’s love and sorrow ; chords of patriot-
ism and chords of piety ; chords of adora
tion and homage that lift the soul to the
very Throne of the Most High.

LEAVES ON
THE WIND

A New Volume of Verse
by Rev. D. A. Casey

{UTHOR OF
“At The Gate of The Temple"

Editor of “The Canadian Freeman'

$1.25 Postpaid
Catholic Record

LONDON, CANADA

““More convincing than Synge and Lady
Gregory, perhaps because the poet knows
better and sympathizes more deeply with
the people of whom he writes,”’ was the
comment of Joyce Kilmer in ‘“The Litgrary
Digest.”’

In the pages of this book religion and art
are mingled with happiest results.
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GIVEN

A pretty little
Jewel-box contain-
ing & lovely Rosary
with beautiful ame-
thyst beads linked
together with a
fine, warranted
gold - filled chain,
‘The Scapular Medal
and Crucifix are
also warranted
gold-filled. Just
the Rosary you have always longed
for — one that you will prize for a
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| $3.50 worth of our magnificent Holy Catholic

Pictures, beautiful inspired religious subjeess,
including Guardian Angel, Madonna Sacred Heart
of Mary ard many others. Splendidly printed on
fine art paper in rich, gorgeous colors. Size 11x14
inches at 15c. and 16 x 20 inches at 25¢c. each, You
can sell these exquisite pictures in every good
Catholic home Se d no money—we trust
Just write saying you want to earn Rosary
ve'll gend the Pictures,
do it now! THE
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Scapular Medal and
postpaid. Don't wait

A New
Isabel C.

Novel

By

Clarke

THE

]

ELSTONES

Looked down upon, al-
most hated by, Lady Elstone,
Magali Arnold, the heroine,
nevertheless soon has the noble-
woman’s sons madly in love
with her.

Magali is a distinctly new type in

fiction and is one of the finest char-
acters Miss Clarke has given us.

“This brilliant writer has been
the Catholic
of the time.”

acclaimed
novelist

greatest
present

8vo, cloth, net, $§1.75
Sent postage paid on receipt of $1.90
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“ATTENTION TO YOUNG MEN"

The Congregation of The Alexian Brothers is a
“ NURSING ORDER"”

YOUNG MEN OF RESPECTABLE FAMILIES WELCOME

CONDITIONS
confirmation ;

#lementary education. Write for

Age, 18-33 years; certificates of lguptism and
certificate of health; no apparent deformity ; recom-
mendation from parish priest or some other priest ;

a good ordinary

booklet. Address :

The Novice Master, Alexian Bros. Hospital, Chicago, 1L
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Eddy’s are made of wood pulp, moulded
to shape in one single piece under tre-
mendous hydraulic pressure—then baked
to flint-hardness under terrific heat.
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They have a glazed surface and are strong
as steel, light as wood, easy to lift and
carry, cé ot leak, cannot become dented
or battered.

Not just woodenware—but
moulded, pressed, baked Fibreware
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NGTON D.C.
Fourteenth and L Streets
Within 5 minutes walk of the White House. A

hotel The home of Senators amd
others prominent in the official life of the Capital.

of distinction.

Rooms from $2 per day upwards.

Excellent restaurant. Table supplied from a famous

dairy and fruit farm. the property of the owner.
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