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spirit does not justify the belief that in
any given case & medium is in fact
controlled by a goocd gpirit, and much
less by human spirits, good or bad,
that have departed from this life.

To justify the belief that in a given
case & medium is controlled by a good
gpirit you must be certain that you
are not the victim of cunning decep
tion ; that the spirit operating is other
than the mind of the medium. The
condition that the room must he
darkened throws a strong suspicion of
fraud over the whole periormaunce.
Until a valid reason can be given for
this condition of darkness it must be
assumed by the careful investigator
that it is a cloak to cover rraud. This
assumption must be all the stronger
by reason of the fact that so many
marvellous performances of mediums
have been proved to be frauds. Asa
rule mediums are not people whose
characters are calculated to ingpire
confidence. As a class they inspire
distrust.

The first difficulty, then, is to estah- |
lish the fact that the medium is con
trolled by any spirit but her or his own
mind.

Let us suppose that this di
overcome, and that itis satislact
proved that a spirit—not the mind of
the medium—is in control of the per
formances. The question arises, what
kind of a spirit 18 it, good or bad?
The difficuity of determining this ques
tion is still greater than that ol prov
ing the superhuman character ol the
manifestations.

How are you to determine? The
word of the medium must, of course,
be excluded, 'and so must that of the
gpirit until it is identitied and its
character known, for it cannot testify
to its own good character until its

character is otherwise kuown to be
good. As long &s it is unknown its

testimony in its own beball is of no
use,

How, then, can its identity and
character be established ? By the
truth of what it says? But thie alsois
not sufficient, for a bad spirit, like a
bad man, can tell the truth occasion-
ally when it servesits purpose. The
first thing a sharper does who intends
to cheat you is to tell you something
he knows you know to be true, in
order to gain your confidence that te
may all the more easily deceive you in
the end. What isto preventa bad
spirit from doing the same ? The
Seriptures supply a case in point. It
is found in Acts. xvi, 16,17, 18: “ It
came to pass as we went to prayer, a
certain girl having a pythonical gpirit,
met us, who brought to her masters
much 'gain by divining. The same
following Paul and us, cried out
saylng: ‘ These men are the servants
of the most high God, who preach unto
you the way of salvation.’

Now, the words of this girl were un
questionably true, and if the truth of
a statement be evidence of good spirit
the one that spoke by the mouth of this
girl was good. DBut St Paul was not
deceived by this kind of reasoning, for
the text continues : ‘* But Paul being
grieved turned and said to the spirit :
I command thee in the name of Jesus
Christito go out of her.’ And he went
out at the same hour.”

The masters or managers of this py-
thoness, or medium, seeing thai by ;'n.|
Paul's command their hope of gain was
gone, had him and his companion ar-
rested, beaten with rods aud put in
prison. The mere fact, then, that Hi
gpirit tells something that you know to !
be true is not conclusive evidence of
good character, Something more i8
required before you can determine that
a spirit writing in the dark on a slate,
tipping tables and rapping about is a
good spirit.

But it it be the spirit of a dead friend
who was dear to us in life and of whose
honesty and intelligence we are cer-
tain ?  Is that not emough to justify
confidence ?

If! How are you to know it is the
gpirit of your dear dead friend ? If
digshonest men here on earth can per-
sonate others and swindle people, how
much easier 1t is for those more subtle
intelligences to deceive and mislead.

Spiritists boast that spirit manifesta-
tions prove the immortality of the soul.
But they do not ; because they cannot
prove that the spirit writing on aslato
or rapping on a table is the soul of &

—

do not know ? Do not those who do so
realize the words of St Paul, ‘‘In the
last times some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to spirits of error
and doctrines of devils.” (1. Tim,,
i, 1)

As to the Maid of Orleans, we would
not undertake to decide whether the
¢ yoices” were objective realities or
not, or whether they were spirits, and
if 50 whether they were those they re-
presented themselves to be. But the
glorious career of the Maid and the ful
fillment of her prophecy in the saving
of France and the crowning ot the
King is strong proof that she was an
instrument of Divine Providence, as
Judith was, and that the ‘‘voices”
were messengers of God. La Pricelle
did not give seances and her ‘‘ voice
were not slate writers.—N. Y, Free-
man’s Journal.
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THE LEGEND OF THE "SALVE
REGINA

Solomon, as the whole world knows,
was one of the wi men who ever
lived, But not all the world knows
how he gained that wisdom for which
name has come to be a synouym
When, on the death of his father, the
great King David, Solomon ascended
the throne of Israel, he went up to the
brazan altar before the taberuacle of
the covenant of the Lord, and offered
thereon a thousand victims as a sa ri-
fice to the Lord of heaven and earth.
Trough this was but right, Almighty
(God, Whose love knoweth no bounds,
Whose tender mercies have no limit,
determined to reward His servant.
And so, as we read in sacred Scripture
“ that night God appeared to him say-

ing : ‘Ask what thou wilt, that I
should give thee.””
And Solomon gaid to God: ‘‘Thou

hast showed great kindnees to my
father David ; and has made me king
in his stead. Now, therefore, O Lord
(iod, let Thy word be fulfilled which
Thou hast promised to David my father;
for Thou hast made me king over Thy
great peopie, which 18 as iunumerabie
as the dust of the earth. Give me wis
dom and knowledge, that I may come
in and go out befors Thy people ; for
who can worthily judge this Thy people
which is so great ?”

And God said to Solomon: ‘‘ Be
canuse this choice hath pleased thy heart,
and thou hast not asked riches, and
wealth, and glory, nor the lives of them
that hate thee, nor many daye of life,
but hath asked wisdom and knowledge,
to be able tojudge My people, over
which I have made thee king, wisdom
and knowledge are granted to thee. 1
will give thee riches, and wealth, and
glory, so that none of the kings before
thee, nor after thee, shall be like thee."

Somewhat similar to this, asto choice
and reward, is the story of Herman-
nus Contractus, as given in a German
legend.

More than eight hundred years ago
there lived in Suabia the good Count
Wolferad and his wife Hiltrude. God
had blessed them with a little boy whom
they called ‘f Hermannus,” which
means ** one of high station.” And a
fitting name it proved, for the child
was destined to become a very great
man,

Ha wae a fine looking boy, of & high
order of intelligence, and of a studions
disposition, But what was far better
was his simple and unaffected piety.
There might be said of him, as was of
Our Saviour, that he ‘‘advanced in
wisdom and age and grace with God
aad men.”

The Count and his wife built great
hopes on their child, and devoted much
time and attention to his education.
jut as a dark cloud will sometimes
shut out the sun's light, so was this
young life dimmed for a time.
When the boy was about six years
of age he was attacked by a species of
rheumatism, and for years he was &

contrary, it filled him with a holy joy
and peace,
Then Our T.ady, regarding her de-
vout client with a look of tender pity,
thus addressed him :
s Fear not, Hermannus, my child,
thy prayers are heard, and God will
manifest in you His power, His love,
and mercy, by relieving you of part of
your infirmity in answer to your
earnest supplication.
“You ask two things: strength of
mind and health of body. Choose be-
tween them which you will, and my
Son will grant what you desire.
Not for a moment did Hermannus
hesitate.
“Dear Lady,” he said, “ give me
strength of mind, that I may know
God better in His works, and make
Him loved and honored among men,
for to Him and His glory shall I devote
my powers.
Aud the Blessed Virgin answered :
« Well and wisely have you chosen,
my child, for knowledge and wisdom
avail more than mere health and
beauty. And since your choice has
b:en for the honor of God
Hejis pleased to grant even more than

love and

you ask. He gives you not only
vigor of mind, clearness of perception,
ability to know and understand all

human science, but beauty of face and
form, a sound mind in & healthy body,
that you may continue to serve Him as
faithfully in the future as you have
done in the past.”

And saying this Our Lady disap
peared, leaving no trace behind ex-
cept a mellow light and a fragrance as
of roses and violets ; the scent of the
roses to typify, probably, Oar Lady's
pure love of God, and of the violeé her
exceeding beauty and humility.

In a moment the twisted, deformed
limbs of Hermannus became straight
and sound and supple, and a cloud
seemed to have lifted from his mind,
and everything grew bright, as when
the sun follows a dark and stormy
night.

From that moment study became

easy to Hermannus, and all that he
studied he remembered. In the
schools of Suabia there was no scholar
to whom knowledge and scieuce be
came so easy.

But his promise to devote the best
abilities of mind and body to the service
God was not forgotten, and the better
to do this Hermannus wished to enter
a monastery and renounce the world.

Now, there was a celebrated cloister
near Suabia, known as Reichenaun,
from the rich green meadow by which
it was surrounded. It stood on an
is'and in the Lake of Boden, near the
city of Constanz, and far and near the
good monks of Reichenau were re
nowned for their science, virtue and
piety. , They were Boenedictines, be-
longing to the Order of the great St.
Benedict, a man distinguished for his
learning, whose spiritual children
were numerous in those parts.

To these good monks Hermannus
applied for permission to enter their
convent and was gladly received.
Clothed in the black habit of the Order,
he soon became renowned, for none
excelled him in learning and in wis
dom. He was thoroughly acquainted
with the Scriptures, philosophy,
history, astronomy, music, and other
branches of knowledge. o rvad aud
gpoke (German, Latin, Greek, Arabic
and Hebrew, the latter the language
uged by Oar Saviour while dwelling
among men. Hermannus was also the
author of many scientific books, some
of which are even yet in use.

But he was no less pious and devout
than he was learned, and he was
gpecially noted for his devotion to Ouar
Lady, through whose intercession he
had obtained such marked favors from
tod. Among other ways of showing
his veneration and gratitude to the
Blessed Mother of God he composed the
prayer :

martyr to that fell disease. His limbs
became distorted and he suffered ex-
cruciating pains. And gad to say, the
crippled limbs remained so disfigured
that the
tractus,
And not only was this graceful child
thus transformed to a misshapen wreek,
but his mind, too, was affected, and
gtudy, which had formerly been easy
and pleasant for him, was now impos-

boy received the name of “‘Con- |
"the Latin word for ‘‘lame.” |

«Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of
ﬂ'lurcy, our life, our sweetness, and

| our hope, to thee do we cry, poor ban

assured it will help you body and soul

death we know from the testimony of

That it is a means towards a happy

Brother Bertold, a pupil of Drother
Hermanunus, who describes the peace
ful end of the latter.
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Why He Wondered.

A man who went away from home
gome time ago to attend a convention
of church people was struck with the
beauty of the little town in which the
gathering was held. He had plenty
of time, and while W about
walked into the village cemetery. It
was a beautiful place, and the delegate
walked around among the graves. He
gaw a monument, one of the largest in

the cemetery, and read with surprise
the inscription on it: ‘“A Lawyer
and an Honest Man.” The delegate
geratched his head and looked at the
ument again He read the in
ion over and over. Then he
walked all around the monume

nt and

yxamined the grave closely Anot
mau in the cemetery approached and
ag' hin
AV u found th grave of a
old fri¢
«‘No,"” said the delegate; ‘‘but I
was wondering how they came to bury
those two fellows in one grave St
h's Newe.

Baby Eczema and Scald Head.,

Infants and young chileren :
ihjact to this ternble diso
promptly arrested it will ever
*hronic )r. Chase made a spe
Fezema and disease of the skin and we can
confidently recommend Dr. Chase's Oint
ment to cure all forms of Eczema, The first
application soothes ths irritation and gives
the little sufferer rest.

re peculiarly
and if not
ly become

sul

il =

HooD's Sarsaparilla is the One True Blood
Purifier, Great Nerve Tonic, Stomach Regu
lator. To thousands its great merit I8

KNOWN.,

Sheuld Read

This Interesting Letter—‘‘1 was
Nervous and Weak.”

Life Changed from WMiscry to Joy
by Hood’s Sarsapariila.

The terrible trials of the ¢ gentler
gex” are beyond deseription. How
Hood's Sarsaparilla is adapted for them
and how it restores health and helps
over the hard places, is well illustrated
by Mrs. Place’s letter.

«(, 1. Hood & Co., Lowell, Mass.:

«Dear Sirs: —In early life I suffered
much from stomach troubles and spent a
great deal of money in doctoring. Ire-
ceived temporary relief only to have a re-
turn of sickness, and for the past five
years life has been made miserable by
congtant illness. During this period there
have been six months that I was not off
my bed, and for one year I suffered most
severely. 1 was

Nervous and Weak
and life secemed a burden. It happened
that my bought a bottle of
Hood’s Sarsapar ced to
take it in small doges. In asbort time it
was evident that it was helping me, In
two weeks 1 felt that I was being greatly
penefited.

husband

and I commer

About this time our youngest

son, then 15 years Of age, Was lanti dowi
with typhoid fever. He passed on to his
reward, and soon others of the family
were talen ill, until I was the only one
left to care for them. I continued taking
Hood’s Sarsaparilla, and to the rurprise of
myself and all the neighbors, I not only
kept up and took care of the sick, but my

Health Continued to Improve.
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The Value of Reputation.

A reputation based on half a century's experience, dealing directly with
the women of the family all over the wi rld, is unique, and stimulates
a worthy pride. THE SINGER MANUFACTURING COMPANY aims o
maintain its well carned reputation for fair dealing during all time. It
is permanent, its offices are in every city in the w orld, and parts and
supplies for its machines can always be easily obtained.

The Singer Manufacturing Co.

« SEWING MACHINE MAKERS FOR THE WORLD." nmmem
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INES URSULINE ACADEMY

UINES URSULINE ACADE
CHATHAM, ONT.

THE EDUCATIONAL COt RS comprised
every hranch suitable for young ladies,

Superior advantage g offered fo. the cultiva~

tion of Musie, Painting, Drawing and the

M ¢ Arts.

First Communion ol e
v 4
Rosaries e
i
In Mother of Pearl Silver Chain,
each and upward:
In Mother of Pearl Silver-plate d Chain,
95e, each and upward
Imit n Pearl Beads, 75¢, 90e, §1,00 and
31.20 per doa.
White Bone Beads, 8oe, 8¢ 2
Red Bone Beads, %0¢ 1, and €L.25
Plain Woo. Beads, 0¢, 40¢, doc, toe, 75¢
and Y0c per doz.

Prayer Books

$1.00

IAL COURSE for puptispre paring
for Teachers’ Certificates, Matr culntion
Commercial Diplomas, Sit nography ang
Typewriting

For particulars address

THE LADY SUPERICR.

\\'lu_!t- Covers at 75¢, §1, §1 25, 3150
Dark Sorbeco Covers, se, e, 7o, #1 and | ST, JEROME'S COLLEGE,
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doz.

Complete Classical, Philoso yhical and
Conmercial Courses, NI
and Typewriting

Sanetuary Oil.
INCENSE, CHARCOAL, GAS LIGHTERS
Hendguarters for the Be t Grades of

Cand.es in Pure Wax,
and Parafine,

D. & J. SADLIER & C0.

Jest Quality.
wthand

further particulars apply to—

Brearine
KEvV. THro, Sverz, President,
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CARBOILIC
OINTMEIN

For mnearly three months this sicge of
typhoid fever held the family down. All
this time, as by a miracle, my health
kept up aud I grew strong. At present
I am feeling well and know that the bene-

! ished sons of Eve, to thee do we s nd |

up our sighs, mourning and weeping
lin this valley of tears. Turn then,
! most gracious advocate, thine eyes of
mercy towards ue, and after this our
| exile, ghow unto us the blessed fruit of
thy womb Jesus."

This prayer had been set to music,

fit derived from Hood’s Sarsaparilla is
permanent. Other me mbers of the house-
hold have since teken Hood’s 8
and Hood’s Pills

REBECCA PLACE, N, Sixth St., Gos
H ™ ,_,-.‘w ” 6{‘ Wl o
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1s the Best—in fact the One True Blood Purifier.
Insist upon Hoon's; take no substitute.
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