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Of the 209 incendiary fires occurring outside of 
Boston, 65 were caused for the purpose of obtaining 
insurance, 86 caused by maliciousness, 19 by revenge, 

due to pyromania. 1 set byl thieves, 4 by tramps, 
1 by intoxicated person, and the causes of 31 were 
unknown.

\Current loans in Canada continue to grow and this 
month $7,499,000 has been added to the total, which 
now stands at the arge figure of $458,706,000. In
February of each of the last Jhree years the figures 
have been: 1

I*
2 were

Current Loans.
• $33i.646,ooo 
. 389,627,000
• 4U.233.000

\9 « By an act of the Legislature of the State (chapter 
433, sections 1, 2, 3 and 4) the powers and duties of 
the Fire Marshal's Department were transferred to 
the detective department of the District Police, and 
placed in charge of the able and efficient officer, George 
C. Neal, deputy chief of the detective and fire inspec­
tion department. Said act became law June 8th, 1904, 
giving to the members of the fire inspection depart­
ment all the powers and duties of detective officers as 
xvell as that of fire inspectors. This, in the opinion I 
ot Mr. Shaw, was a move in the right direction, as it 
clothed them with authority to serve subpoenas and 
precepts of the court, investigate fires, and perform 
such other detective duty as might be assigned to them 
hy the executive officer.
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represents an increase in three years of 38 
During the same time public "deposits in 

(. anada have increased by 42 per cent. The increase 
of over $7,000.000 during the month is fairly well di­
vided amongst the different banks, the only excep- 
honk individual increase being in the figures of the 
Merrhaüts Bank of Canada, which have grown hv 

.Oco.doo. I otal asàets have increased from <S8'»2 -
Sio,.74i.(mo more than orJnî -V' T,'"S cert»inly is a mo,, extra-

grels y reC°rd' eVe,t for a -vear of unexampled

per dent.
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pro-
It also provides that the 

chief of the department may detail detective officers 
for the investigation of fires. In addition to this, the 
Legislature of the same year passed an act (chapter
mentSeaCnT * 3 “d 4) transferri"g to this depart-
skctinn f r"6"8 COnferred on citX councils and 
selectmen of the towns to regulate the keeping, stor­
age, use. manufacture or sale of 

Amite or

.

> THE USE OF FIRE GUARDIANS.
1

The chief of thj Massachusetts District Police. 
Mr. Joseph E. Shaw,; gives the first annual report of 
that body, being for^the calendar year 1904. Curious 
to relate, the numbet of "unknown and incendiarx 
fires in the State was greater in 1904 than in 1903. And 
Mr. -Shaw appears to suggest that insurance

other explosives, and inflammabhTfluids “The

ZZT, M ïï* laW 1,85 b"" s“'h “ «• e"" i-lires- and' Y*”' addi,ion to «hi, investigation of
HmLa:Lterno,WL:ke i",° COnSid"a,i0" 'hc

department, and the 
upon to perform, it is
been accomplished.”

ç ,,ChlC<L1Shaw moralizes thus 
°‘ the public:

a vast
agents

must have been permitting over-insurance, “thereby 
J offering inducements to swell the number of incendiary 

fires.” He says, moreover, that the number of men 
assigned to the duty 1 of investigating fires is insuffi­
cient to do it properly^ *

very
xvhch constitutes the detective 

various duties they are called 
J surprising that so much has

The total number of fires occurring throughout 
the State during the year was 4,844, of which there 
" ere 3,661 in frame buildings, 1,066 in brick buildings, 
and 117 other than bjiilding fires, 
same was $6,451,093, the sound value of the property 
damaged by fire was $117,806,522 ; amount of insurance 
at risk on same, $96,267,017; insurance loss paid, $5, 
238.209. Of the total number of fires, 242, or nearly 
five per cent., were oij incendiary origin. The total 
sound valuation of property damaged by incendiary 
fires was $1,951.146: total insurance covering 
$1,656.236; total loss on same, $450,677; insurance j 
loss, $359,479. Two hundred and 
were of unknown origin.

The number of fires in the city of Boston during 
the year was 1.305, of îxvhich 631 were in frame build­
ings. 649 ih brick buildings, and 25 were other than 
building fires. The totil value involved was $28.256,- 
R27:.insurance, $22,67^,514! total loss. $2.311,121: in­
surance loss, $2,099,761
ton fires 33, or 2.52 per cent., were incendiary. The 
loss was $33.933: insurance loss, $31,133. v.

It is-of particular interest to observe that the num­
ber of arrests for burning and arson during the year 
T904 was no fewer thkji 79, which is about thirty per 
cent, of the number of incendiarv fires. There were 
54 convictions., making the percentage of convictions 
tr> arrests jt). Besides tiicse, ten persons were indicted 
and held for trial.
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sIubdui1ndgaeCOmmend th3t 'n eVery househoIfl s°me meaTsM 
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Of the total number of Bos- as hand grenades ■ 
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I be expense is trifling, compared with the
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EXPORT STATISTICS AGAIN.*•
A matter Jmon „ r m W1S bmi,Sht up in the House of Com-

narlrns r T t0 Whith the Mention of the de- 
artments of Customs and of Trade and Commerce

has repeatedly been called by The Monetary Times 
Th.s is the anomalous showing made in the Trade and 
Navigation blue book# of the places nf r»r,v t

1i Of the 33 incendiar^- fires in the ritv of Boston is 
were caused hy maliciousness. 8 set for the purpose of 
obtaining insurance. 4 paused hV drunken persons 2 

- caused by revenge, r bjr thieves, and of 3 the authors 
vwere unknown.
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