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Current loans in!Canada continue to grow and this

[ |

month $7,399,000 has been added to the total, which

now stands at the large figure-of $458,7006,000 In

=~

February of each of the last three years the fig
have been 2

Current lLoans
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.......... cavaness - 414,223,000

['his represents jan increase in three vears of 28

f 3
per |cent. During the same time public deposits in
Canada have increased by 42 per cent. The increas

of over §

Merchants Bank of! Canada. which have grown by
$1,086,000. Total assets have increased from $822.-
050,000 to $828,518,0b0, being $104,741,000 more than
in February, 1905. This certainly i<
ordinary record, even for a vear of

gress

a most extra-
unexampled pro-
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THE USE OF FIRE GUARDIANS.

The. chief of thé Massachsetts District Police.
Mr. Joseph E. Shaw, gives t!n' first annual report of
that body, being for\the caldndar year 19o4. Curious
to relate, the numbet of “unknown and incendiary’
fires in the State was greater in 1904 than in 1903. And
Mr. Shaw appears to suggest that insurance agents
must have been permitting over-insurance, “thereb
offering inducements to swell the number of incendiary
fires.” He says, moreover, that the number of men
assigned to the dutyiof investigating fires is insuffi
cient to do it properly, .

The total number of fires accurring throughout
the State during the year was 4,844, of which therc
were 3,601 in frame buildings, 1,066 in brick buildings,
and 117 other than building fires. The loss on the
same was“$6,451,003, the sound value of the property
damaged by fire was $117,806,522; amount of insurance
at risk on same, $96,267,017 ; insurance loss paid, $s,

218.200. Of the total number of fires. 242, or nearly
five per cent,, were of incendiary origin. The total

sound valuation of property damaged by incendiary
fires was $1,051,146; total insurance covering same,
$1,056,236; total loss jon same, "$450,677; insuranc
loss, $350,470 Two hundred and eighty-one fires

vere of unknown origin.

The number of fires in the city of Boston during

vear was 1,305, of which 631 were in frame build

ings, 649 in brick buildings, and 25 were other than
building fires 'H"w total value involved was $28,2506,
825 rance, $22,677,514; total loss, $2,311,121: in
52,000,761} Of the total number of Bos
res 33, ot 52 per cent., were incendiary Tl
SS was 333,933 : insurance loss, $31,133 ~
[t is-of particular interest to observe that the nun

ber of arrests for burnine and arson during the vear

1004 was no fewer thah 79, which is about thiri per

cent. of the number oflincendiary fires There were

54 convictions, /":r:al\iv“g the ne rm-m:,\\w of convictions

t rrests 7. Besides these. 'ten persons were indicted
nd held for trial

'f th 1NCe ndiary fires in the citv of Boston. 1z

W e | 1aliciotisness, & set for the purpose of

obtair { raused b¥ drunken persons, 2

caused by revenge. 1 by thieves,
were unknown

and of 3 the authors

Ires

97,000,000 during the month is fairly well di-
vided amongst the different banks, the only excep-

tional individual increase being in the fighres of the

Of the 209 incendiary fires occurring outside of

Boston, 65 were caused for the purpose of obtaining

insurance, 86 caused by maliciousness, 19 by revenge,

2 were due to pyromania, 1 set by, thieves, 4 by tramps,

I by intoxicated person, and the causes of 31 were
inknown

By an act of the Legislature of the State (chapter
433, sections I, 2, 3 and 4) the powers and duties of

the Fire Marshal’s Department were transferred to
the detective department of the District Police. and

]".‘l\'t"f mn L‘]lil?‘:(' of the able and efficient Hfﬁ\‘(‘l'. 'n‘fil‘f\'(-
C. Neal, deputy chief of the detective and fire inspec-
tion department. Said act became law June 8th, 1904,
giving to the members of the fire inspection depart-
the powers and duties of AI(‘I('\‘Y‘;\(' ur'tiwr\_
well as that of fire inspectors

of Mr. Shaw, was

L
ment all as
This, in the opinion
a move in the right direction, as it
clothed them with authority to serve subpcenas and
precepts of the court, investigate fires, and perform

such other detective duty as might be assigned to them
It also provides that the
chief of the department may detail
for the investigation of fires.

by the executive officer.

detective officers
[n addition to this, the

car passed an act (chapter
370, sections 1, 2, 3 and 4) transferring to this depart-
ient all the powers conferred on
sclectmen of the towns to regulate the keeping, stor-
age, use, manufacture or sale of
mite or other (‘\}»lwﬂ'\(‘\. and

[Legislature of the same y

1 city councils and

gunpowder, dyna-

inflammable fluids. “The
operation of this law has been such as to entail a vast
addition to this
fires: and when we take

limited number of

: wunt ot labor, in mvestigation of

into consideration the very
men whch constitutes the

1]1‘1(‘(‘”\:'
cpartment, and the various duties they are called
upon to perform. it is surprising that so much has
been accomplished.”

Chief Shaw

moralizes thus
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upon the carelessness
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" l "o 19 be the inclination of the average person who

1S 1nsured to depend entirely 1 on his SUfasbe th ‘G
any loss that may. happen ‘»” ;,_ - .m. ince to cover
PI 45 the result of fire upon the pr

mises insured. I believe that the AVErage Ddftom wembd
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\ 1t vas brought up n the House of Com-
- lact ta whink o ‘ ¢ 1

ns on la o which ¢ attention of the de

irtments of Customs an it ITrade and Commerce

has repeatedls been called ' by | [onetary Times

This is the anomalous showing mad. in the '[ir'“l(‘ and
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