Church.

‘renders such societies forbidd:

‘40 be faithful communicants of the
4 It should be understood
that the obligation to observe  se-

y Or corpora-
tion does not constitute a note which

law,

thority.

the church.
ways bhve

jects. Thus societies of Catholics
who combine for the promotion

3

T just as bank

army, observe sccrecy, lest
who could injure their common :n-
terests or take advantage of their
position, might anticipate and frus-
trate their legitimate plans of pro-

can never extend towards those in
proper authority, such as the rulers
of religious or civil soclety, whose

‘of their subjects. If the State is to

protect its citizens against injustice,

it must have the means to discover

the perpetrators of such injustice, a

‘means which it would be deprived of

by a society that could carry out its

purposes of uncontrolled right or

_wrong in the dark, or withdraw its

members from the  responsibility

which they owe, as subjects and
parts of society, to the law. The
same holds good in a more emphatic
way with regard to the church, con-
stitute@ to direct not omly the ex-
ternal acts of religious worship, but
also the conscience of its members.

Both, the Church and the State, have

& prior and a superior right to the

exactions of civil and religious re-

sponsibility, which no private orga~
nization can undo or override by re-
straining the just freedom of its
members to the possible disadvantage
of the civil or religious community.
This applies likewise to the duty
ol of loyalty, which implies obedience
to law, and which may never be so
constrained within any private circle
by absolute pledge of fealty to a
private society as to withdraw itself
from the obligation of observing the
precepts of the authority which safe-
guards on the one hand the common-
/” wealth, and on the other the moral
integrity and conscientious exercise
of freedom in the individual.

Hence, no allegiance can be lawful
Jbefore God which pretends to con-
trol the individual so exclusively as
to take from him the right to com-
municate his thoughts or to sub-
mit his will to the legitimate au-
thority of the Church or the State,
which protects his interests, tempo-
ral and spiritual, on condition that
he is willing not only to make mani-
fest the dangers which may threaten
the commonwealth from individual
malice, or negligence or imbecility,
but also to co-operate, by obedience
to the common law, in the defence
which authority prescribes against a
common danger; and in this freedom
he may not be hindered by any pri-
vate society that demands his alles
giance under oath.

The distinction between an oath of
secrecy and obedience which is abso-
lute, and a pledge of secrecy and obe-
dience which extends only to those
‘who have no right or reason to
know, or to command, is not always
clearly marked in the mind and con-
‘duct of men, especially young men,
who b ’ bers of or

~ “tions wherein such pledges of secres
¢y and loyalty arc customary. And,
indeed, there is danger in this con-
fusion of principle, which would lead
to a false Moyalty, based upon un-
thinking enthusiasm, especially where
a thorough knowledge of religious
_principles, by which the educated
Catholic discriminates between  ‘his
duty to God and his loyalty to his

un-
, less the secrecy imposed upon a mem-
ber is absolute, so that it may not
be revealed to even those who have
a natural or divine right to the luy-
alty and honest service of their sub-

of
some worthy object, might find it
advisable to keep secret their dellibe-
s in their fin-
ancial operations, or officers of the
those

moting their corporate welfare. But
this necessity of observing a seccet

object it is to safeguard the interests

't And if the Knights will
be faithful to the Church and State,
the Church will be ever ready to
prosper their
have been most faithful heretofore,
and there is no reason for believing
that they will not continue as in the

past.’”
Referring to these words of the Bi-
shop, one of the representative

Knights at the banquet of the socie-
ty pointed to the safeguards which
the order has in its constitutiom;
there is a clause in the comstitution
of the Knights of Columbus by which
they are enjoined to reveal to the
civil and ecclesiastical authoritfes the
secrets of the order.
Some one has defined the order of
the Knights of Columbus as the “‘re-
pository of the chivalrous precepts
of the past, in the exercise of which

hood of God, and the Brotherhood
of man.”” That definition is not at
all a happy one. The Knights need
not seek their glory iu the revival of
the precepts of the past, but in an
observance of the precepts that are
at present, those of God, who speaks
to His children through the Church
and the State. We take it that

at is a revival of the spirit in wnich
the knights of the ages of chivalry
observed and defended those laws
that are ever binding and present. It
is the spirit of loyalty, of heroic
courage, of chivalrous honor and
love of truth, which characterized
the Catholic knights of old, and
which the true Knights of Columbus
will seek to emulate. And the eter-
nal laws are shaped into right appli-
cation to present circumstances by
present precepts of Church and State
which, if obeyed in the spirit of an-
cient chivalry, prompt action that
binds us to God, through true cha-
rity to our fellows.

Thus our Knights take their pre-
cepts from the present; but the noble
spirit in which they observe these
precepts, they take from the past,
creating a high-minded consciousness
that acts upon enlightened convic-
tion in the mamnner of the early
Christian chevaliers, who were proud
of the Cross, even to the shedding
of their blood in its defence against
the Saracen with his crescent,

WEDDING BELLS,

DALY-McGILLIS,
At. St. Andrew’s Church, St. An-
drew’s, Ont., on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 22, Miss Florence McGillis,
daughter of Mr. Hugh McGillis, was
married to Mr. D. B. Daly, of Mon-
treal. Rev. J. MacPhail, cousin of
the groom, performed the ceremony,-
assisted by Rev. Dean William Mac-
Donell. Miss Mary MacIntosh, a
cousin of the bride, was bridesmaid,
and Mr. W. J. Daly, brother of the
groom, was best man. After the
ceremony a reception was held at
the home of the bride’s parents. Mr.
and Mrs. Daly have left for Toronto,
and will visit many points of inter-
est in the West before their return
to Montreal.

HER'S ADVICE.

Harley, of Worthington, Ont.,

ity is permissible. There is a higher
the moral law, contrary to
which no society can claim any au-
It is only societies recog-
nizing the binding force of the moral
law that can have the blessing of

Such societies will al-
her approval in formal

order. The Knights

lies the exemplification of the Father-

what the Knights of Columbus aim

nal.) ATk

The Irish Parliamentary Fund was
inaugurated by an encouraging letter
and a substantial sibscziption from
the Archbishop of Dublin, The sturdy
Nationalists from Belfast, ever fore-
most in such a movement, next vi-
gorously bestirred themselves. Now

San F A Los A
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one of the pe gus,

land more 1y trated
on the Irish Party; never was there
a more absolute confidence in their
unity and independ The

vres of Mr. Balfour and Mr. Wynd-
ham, their prof of sympathy,
their pledges of vedress, and their
shameless betraysl of those pledges
hs.ve‘ served to phasize once more

the truth that/ English politicians
are.not to be sted,
They asked the Irish people to trust

to English ju*tice and- sympathy to
settle the agrayian question, to pro-
vide homes for\the laborers of Ire-
land, and university education ' for
the Catholics. The Land Act was,
indeed, passed, but was marred by
the zones, whose plain purpose and
effect was to boom the land market
.and to extort extravagant prices
from tenants. The pledges to Irish
laborers and to Irish Catholics, when
they had served their purpose, were
shamelessly disregarded. The old
lesson was taught again that was
taught in the days of O’Connell; that
Irishmen must look to themselves
and to their own efforts, and not to
British sympathy or justice for re-
dress. Vi
THE PRICE THAT STAGGERED

HUMANITY.
It is realized that now is the ap-
pointed hour. The Unionist Gov-

ernment are breaking up. With their
disgrace and fall discredit must come
on the cause which they were speci-
ally pledged to support. The Boer
war, no less than the fiscal policy,
has brought about their disaster. In-
deed it has beem the main factor in
evolving the utter dislike ana con-
tempt with which the electors re-
gard the Unionist Party. They have
nothing to show for tens of thous-
ands of millions spent and tens of
thousands of lives lost but a drove
of Chinamen. No wonder the Bri-
tish public is outraged, regretting
rather the failure than the crime.

But the British public, which con~
doned the crime when it promised
big profits, cannot now denounce the
blunder. It is not Mr. Chamberlain,
the reviver of protection, but Mr,
Chamberlain, the author of the Boer
war that cost the Unionists so many
constituencies. The credit cannot
fail to redound to the Irish Party,
who from the first day to the last
steadfastly opposed the iniquity of
the war. The opposition which evok~
ed popular indignation cannot now
fail to evoke popular admiration.,
which strengthens the Irish Party in
the campaign that is before them.

CARDINAL MORAN'S RESOLU-

TION. '

In Ireland hopes are high and en-
thusiasm warm. The confidence in
t:pe Irish Party enables the Irish
people to await the general election|
80 long delayed, which will make the.
Irish Party once moré an effective
factor ' in the = House of Commons.:
But confidence and are, if.

et
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Resolutions of Condelence

At the last regularly monthly meet-
ing of St. Ann’s Temperance and Be-
nefit Society, held in St. Ann’s Hafl,
the following resolutions of condol-
ence were adopted :

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty
God in His divine wisdom to remove
by death the beloved daughter of our
esteemed treasurer, Mr. J. Ryan;

Resolved, That the members of this
Society tender their sincere sympathy
to their treasurer in his bereave-
ment, and be it further resolved,
that these resolutions be inscribed in
the minutes of the meeting, and a
copy be transmitted to Mr, J. Ryan,
and also to the True Witness for in-
sertion,

J. F. QUINN,
Rec.-Secretary.

At the last regular monthly meet-~
ing of St. Ann’s Temperance and Be-
nefit Society, the foMowing resolu4
tions were adopted :

- Resolved, That this Society deeply
condoles with the relatives-of our
late member, Andrew Cullinan, in
the loss they have sustained through
his death;

Be it further resolved, that know-
ing his excellent qualities and great
interest in the cause of temperance,
this Society has lost a worthy memw
ber, .and his family an honorahle and
considerate father., We therefore
pray that God will enable his family
to bear his loss with true Christian
piety, ever knowing that the Al-
mighty in His infinite goodness does
all things for the best; and be it also
resolved, that these resolutions be
inserted on the records of this So-
ciety, and a copy sent to his family,
and also to the True Witness for
publication.

J. F, QUINN,
Rec. Secretary.

. Roosevel¢ Aids Irish Art.

President Roosevelt has sent to

men abroad. Amoi;g the ‘many te
timonies of that feeling none is mo
remarkable thdn the resolution o
the “Australian Catholic Congress in
Melbourne, proposed by Cardinal Mo-

has proved the Tablets the best m
dicine in the world for 'the troub]

still & Irish- |

Lady Gregory $25 towards the pur
chase of Irish pictures for the Gal-
lery of Modern Art which it is pro-
posed to establish in Dublin. :

Lady Gregory has beéen appealing

the balance be divided equally
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GREATEST SKIRT BARGAINS EVER OFFERED

The remainder of the great surplus stock purch:
Despite unprecedentedly enthu siastic selling,

ase will be offered for
there is still a superl
to take advantage of this magnifi.

A Lot of LADIES’ DRESS AND
WALKING SKIRTS, in Vicunna
Cloth, Serges and Tweeds, Some
plain tailor made, others smartly
trimmed—all in the smartest ad«

perfect value. Any one worth at| vance styles. These Skirts woud
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LIMITED

1765tn 1783 Notre Dame St., 1 84 t0 194 St.James St, Montreal

Hibernian Academy, and President
Roosevelt, who sent the contribution
““with great pleasure,”” has written
to her as follows :

“I cordially sympathize with you
in your efforts to keep such a col-
lection of pictures in Dublin. It
would be an important step toward
giving Dublin the position it by right i
should have.”’ F

A CATHOLIC PHILANTHROPIST.

The will of the late John Dunfee,
of Syracuse, N.Y., fidled for probate
in that city recently, bequeaths an
estate of $1,200,000. After making
a number of minor bequests, amount-
ing to  $2086,000, it provides that
be-
tween Mrs. Anna Dunfee, the widow,
and the Catholic charitable ‘nstitu-
tions of Syracuse.—Syracuse Cntho-
lic Sun. ;

Let us be steadfast for the right;
but let us err on the side of gemer-
osity. rather than on the side of vin
dictiveness towards those who

to Americans to assist in buying pic-

tures lately exhibited at the Royal:

from un an to the methods of aftain-

ThL T e
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81 60, 81.75, 81.90 and $2.00-
Jerseys and 8weaters, 81.00 each

The Jerseys are club striped and
plain colored; Sweaters mostly plain;
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$1.50, $1.75, $1.90 and $2.00
each ....cie vivers cies oo .. $1.00

8125, 8150, 8175 and 8190
‘Wool Underwear, 750 each.

Scotech Lamb’s Wool Underwear,
Shirts and Drawers, all sizes. Regu+
lar prices, $1.25, $1.50, $1.75
and $1.90. Bach ........... ......

Of Interest to Women.

850 Flannelette Blouses for 450
each.

ﬂiﬂ@ _are some 68 Blouses that
left  over
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Speech of Mr

London,/Feb. 21.~In
‘Commons to-day on the
the Address to His Maje
to the Speech from the
John Redmond, who
with cheers, said :

1 beg to move an amen
following words—‘‘But
pesent to your Majest;
present system of Goverr
land is in opposition to
the Irish people, and gi?
voice in the . manageme:
own affairs; that the sy:
sequently ineffective a
gantly costly, does n«
confidence of any sectior
pulation, and is produc
versal  discontent and
has proved to be incapal
fectorily promoting the :
intellectual progress of
(cheers). My object in m
amendment is to raise ¢
on the entire question of
ment of Ireland, and to |

gion, perfectly frank an
able expression, to the
detestation of the prese

which is well nigh unive
all classes of the people
(cheers.) My object als
more to define the positic
cy of the Irish party upo
ter, and to make it plai
one, not only the Gover
to the Opposition, that

where we have always sto
cably committed to 1
(cheers), and necessarily 1
of any British Government
not make Home Rule .
point in its programm:
that everybody will admi
are entitled, perhaps peop
we are bound, at the prese:
to make our position in t
quite clear. We ares drif
people think' we are driftin
towards

A GENERAL ELEC'

and many people also {
that general election will
the return to power of ti
bave been identified in the
the policy of self-governme
land, and who for that res
ceived the support of the °
ty in the past. But n
deny that there 1s an ung
efort to limit the decisi
eloctors to ome great public
the exclusion of all others
therefore consider it a duty
owe to Ireland and to ourse
indeed, I will say, to our
friends also, to dispel an
that might exist anywhere
Views and policy of the Iri
on this question (cheers).
¥r. Speaker, there is only «
We have been sent to this
demand the freedom of our
(hear, hear). We are elbote
Independent, party, and our
from our constituents fs t
shall not enter inty allian
0y British party which does
Prove of and adopt the pol
*taring to the people of Ire
t of our’ ow
From that attitu
shake us (cheers),




