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We have arrived at this then, that commodifies tween the vtiToTwhltl^p^ù^andThÏ’t he ,^is ^ ÎÏSÉ; WlT

are produced simply for exchange, exchange carried receives. What he receives is governed, not by what labour of this buysLthe

on purely for profit^ and yet, as commodities ex- hc Produces, but by what he must have to live to go What rithe value of the IndîviduÎdUb^rty of the’
change for equal values there is really no actual °n w°rking- 11 Ls sometimes urged as an objection labourer who, being thus compelled
profit made in exchange Whence then does it arise l° th“ that wages vary in different countries Pre 
this mysterious increase which Is the be-all and end> ***' ^ appeara to dis"
■“ - -*-* - pr-v.,. rz£&2£ «Ta- ,h*

t arises from the;exploitation of labour; it is made, sought to show that the labour of some
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to sell hie

labour-power must of necessity sell it for a bare sub­
sistence without any regard to its productivity t 
Of what value is free tràdc when it only tends' to 

sometimes cheapen commodities, and labour-power as well as 
all other commodities f when by reducing the cost of

awnmo , to Production of labour it reduces its value in ex-
assume, and facts and expenenre go to prove, that change! when by reducing the price of food it also 
here is nowhere such a difference in the produc- reduces the wages of labour! Yet your propertyless 

tivity of labour as would account for the extraordin- proletarian is a sine qua non of capitalism. Capital, 
ary difference in wages The British workman is as yon have seen, ceases to be capital if it ceases to 
doubtless the finest fellow on the face of the earth, produce profit. This profit is surplus-valu^-uH- 

, , as his pastors and masters tell him when they want paid labour—the result of the exnloitatinn nf
a ear market, at what it costs to produce that to keep hLs contented: but he cannot do twelve proletarian. This exploitation is only possible wiÎh 

labour-force. We have no slavery here. “Britons times as much work as the Chinaman. Yet the lat- your free, naked labourer. If he were not “free” 
will be slavey!” The free British workman ter wil1 work for fourpence a day, while the former he could not sell his labour force, > and if he 

is not sold, neither does he sell himself. He brings wanta f°ur shillings. The Chinamsn gets fourpence were not naked of possessions he would not

the labour-force which is embodied in his person, he will get but fourpence a day, although he"^ erisTenc^ Thus ckpuTl grow^by wh^uTeeds on 

There is nothing in the world to compel him to sell do just as much work as he does today. There is, and thus labour becomes poorer the more it abstains 
t“i* labour-force—but sheer necessity. He can keep course, a constant effort on the part of workmen 
it if he likes—and starve But “il faut vivre ” and *° force wage* akove *h» subsistence level, snd fre- 
although others as weU as Talleyrand may not see ^ ^ “ the Mme
th. « » ,h„ very neceemty ,o live whieh opornttog to ,or=e lhe * „ ,tbo„.

makes imperative on the otherwise property less power-wages—to ita normal level 
laborer to sell his only valuable possession, his
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_ men is vast-

not in the market, but in the workshop an<f the lv more productive than that of «there, it is fair 
factory.

-

Q TI
liabonr-power is a commodity, and, like other 

commodities, it exchanges in the market at its cost 
of production in human labour That is, the labour 
foree of the labourer is sold in the free and
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and the more it saves.
Y ou will thus see that not only is the poverty 

of the workers essential to capitalism but that capi­
talism maintains and intensifies this poverty so that 
all the well intentioneef efforts of social reformers to 

« mitigate its evils merely furnish capitalism with ad-
ewe lamb, his labor-power. But he has no monopoly. ^rreTTk, IZ’"'™’ ^ “T

There »re other laborer, lhe market, equally faet that the relarn to Uboar la «overaed. not b, able prey to eapitoh If they XT/thé rôToMi»
ready, equally anxious, to sell the same commodity, ‘he Productivity of labour, but by its cost of pro- ing in anv particular they but reduce the cost of
with the result that this, like all other commodities , “n (whlch m my hmnble J™dgmeht is the cen- Ubour to the capitalist. >Tqke education again 
offered under similar conditions, generally ex- , “ the eco™ml*» of yon see how There is a growing cry for technical education, in
changes at its cost of production in human labour. ”” *?!ny , ,, P10!*08®^ of your social re- order, it ia said, to enable ns to compete with foreign
So much food, clothing, and shelter, all produced by . e*j8’ & CK>U8 many *be *cacb* countries. What does this mean save that in those
labour, is necessary for the production and main- y po ca econom countries with which we are called upon to compete
tenance of {he labourer, and this forms the basis of Remember that the operation of this law is im- education itself is being exploited, that the monop-
the exchange value of his labour-force. Stated in Perative “d inexorable as long as present eondi- oly hitherto enjoyed by skilled labour has been
other terms the basis of wages is the cos{ of subsist- V°n? obtain 11 18 no 1186 “PPeaHhg to the sense of broken down by the spread of education, and that
enee of the labourer. This is called""the “iron law -iuatiee of the capiUlist. He. as capitalist, is in duty skilled labour is now on the same level as unskilled!
of wages,” with reference to which I shall have bonnd to bny labour- ** we" as other commodities,
something to say later. At present we are consid- 88 ckeaP^y *s possible. If he is so noble, minded,
ering the source of surplus-value. The labourer sells 80 I™10**6- 89 to P®T an artificial price for labour,
his labour then, on the average, as all commodities the economic conditions, which, like the Almighty,
are sold, at its normal exchange value—its cost of
production. But the amount of wealth which the but fdcntlessly thrust him on one side t<\ make room
labourer produces in the time for which he has sold *or anotker less scrupulous than himself,
his lsbonr-fprce, is out of all proportion to what it
costs to produce and maintain his labour-force for may be very well From the point of view of ab-
that time. Tliis, the difference between what he pro- * tract morality the practice of temperance and thrift
duces and his own
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A recognition of these fads not only demon­
strates the fallacy of many so-called reforms, but 
points the direction in which we should proceed in 
order to eliminate the evils arising from present 
ditions. XVe see that the mere cheapening of the cost 
of living only tends to reduce wages and thus 
not advantage the worker. We must, therefore, aim 
at raising the standard of life rather than cheapen­
ing the cost of subsistence. We must see that public

„ , , . .__ k , , ,. money is well spent rather than that taxes
cost of production, is surplus- and industry may be a good thing, but economically duced. and that the workers are provided with 

value, and is taken and divided up by the capitalist considered the practice of thrift and abstinence and better and healthier rather than cheaper dwellings 
into rent, interest, profit. This surplus-value then, industry not only does not advantage the worker, with more wholesome, better and more plentiful 
this profit, is so much robbery effected by taking but is frequently pernicious. The practice of thrift rather cheaper dwellings with more wholesome bet’ 
advantage of the necessity of the proletarian-the »ud abstinence simply means for the workers re- ter, and more plentiful,’ rather than cheaper-Und 
naked, propertyless labourer. But, you say, the lab- duemg their consomption and ultimately reducing nastier, food. *
ourer is perfectly free, he made his own bargain, it their standard of comfort—their cost of living and o. • „ ... .. ___ .. , .

to, i, l, d„ WkSim To b, to<h»n„,, rf».
scribed as robbery! I do not *ant to use unneces- not mean for the worker increased, wealth and m- -kl« from mH». , .... ’ T*
«toil, bktoh k», ,„d ntotomb,,. 1 .„.ck. totofool. In,, „^,H»n nf J j „l lT' < T"* £OTU
in, indmdtob. In,, to dtooribe ,b, fn, ,ho eanitolint olnon. whioli mndno-
working of toe actual ecotomie ayatem Yon, vnlno in being mVd no aronnd bin. in wows nf nrnr- ttonwini, condition, which divert tt.'.L 
political cconoraictc tolk cf fnwdcm of coo.rtoto bo, nmdoctioo which dn to, Men, ,„ bi„. which h, X ^ .TT ***
,h.to 0.0 bn .. freedom of ccntrce, brt.too toe -.v on, wotomr. ho, whinh ftotocn.lv nnodnmn ÜÜ11 1
mm, who «n din-whc i, forcti b, tort, hb, to itoobtotorv btimtow nod. h, htorff™, ».
ncccemty to. hke Eeeo, cell hi. birthright tor k mew mmoctitinn in toe lcboor m.toeti bel» to «me down dktooa. we ——■ dertror toe due awoerthfo of 
of pottage, so to apeak, and the man to whom it is wanes. . . .7.,”“ .

» - -

enee jn return. All arm and above the cost rob- ,rtr freedom of El Æ ,
sistenee belongs his^exploiters—he has what lie 'sZl 5 a to that end.
has bargained for.hVwageTwhat right |m he* Wnroletsrisn-the lsbonror with noflrfnTkrt'hW in tkît ^ ^ ®eonomic development is
tom.», k.to.rtuktouek^  ̂ SK I “ (& pa, '
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con-are no respecters of persons, have no mercy on him.
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To preach temperance and thrift to the workers
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