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A New Wheat.

That the varieties of wheat and of other cereals
degenerate, no one need tell the farmers of Canada.
This they know too well from experience. The
varieties of wheat that were brought to our mar-
kets a few years ago are grown no longer by our
farmers. Other varieties have taken their place;
indeed the introduction of new kinds is now be-
lieved to be indispensible to successful farming.
And though our seed grain was originally imported
from Europe—not being indigenous in America—it
is deemed better that the new varieties be first
raised here and not imported. The very great dif
ference existing bctween the climates of the Old
World and the New makes this necessary. A va-
riety of wheat that may be grown with the great-
est profit in the mild, genial temperature of Eng-
land, may be found not sufficiently hardy for our
long winters or the excessive heat of our sum-
mers. Our grain is now of different varieties from
that of England. Here we do not see the White
Lammos or Golden Drop Wheat, ory the Potato
Oats, the White Holland, the Poland or the
Sparrow Oats as on the old farms in the home
country. The Chevalier Barley, though imported
to Canada, and grown by the farmers in different
parts of the country, has not been found profitable.
Varieties of seeds of any kind, it is thoaght, can
only do well after being acclimatized.

In the old country, also, varieties are apt to be-
come deteriorated, though not to the same extent
as here, nor in so short a time. The greater at-
tention paid to every branch of agriculture tends,
with the equal temperature of the clin.ate, to pre-
vent degeneracy. Yet there, too, from time to
time, new varieties are introduced to take the
place of the old. Jelow is a report from the
Farmer (Kngland), of a new variety of wheat:—

In mak ng cur annwil tour o f the Smis: fi.1d Ciub
Csttle N ow there is a dang-r of (virl okir g some
nbjects of interest and vi lue, eithier bec: use they do
not stand out very provinently. or heesu e no
special 1o i e has been diretcd to t1em.  Such
might have hoen the ca e with a very ni di st exhi-
htion of anew variety « f wheat called the “Main-
tiy,” rals b oand propagated by the exhibitor,
Captain Delf, Great Be: tley.

Sawples of this wheat were st own both in the
sbaw and drerssed groin. 1e bricht, cl ar, stiff
straw of this year of blight d corn calcl forth t e
wm'ration of all who (xanin d the s «av 8, ad
the grai was consider 4 of first rate (nality for
ay year, anl, in coparison with any of this
ye r’s growth, it is superb.

Itis readily admi tel that great benefi’ 1§ derived
irom-a chavge of s ed, fm heavy to light land,
or from chalk to clay, &e. If such be the case,
whit ust b the advantage of ob aining a new
vaic y of whe t possessing the va'uable cheracter-
Abies s b forin the civeniar of the grower. There
5 little doubt but that most wheats degenerate

fter . long cultivation, especia ly when crown withe
out exchange i the saone dis rict; 1his remark
being peculiarly applicable to our more delicate and
valuable white whea's

\We dind that the “Mainstay” is a transparent
white whe:t, teld in great esteem by the miller,
producing a high per  centage of  flour of fine
quality; but valudie as these properties are, it
possesses qualities which will, in the eyes of prac-
tical farmers, he regarded as invaluable: the I abit
of the plant is very robust in all stages of growth,

ud a soinmat wvi'y, th- straw is red, of moderate
lengt, very dense, lurg - Jointed and s iff; the ear
i3 formed of a “rough” ¢ afl, is - omewhat short
but clo ely set, and is known to have the property
of ve-isting blight and the frosts of carly summ T
waen the wheat is in ! lossom; being very h-althy.
Hi _t!m; straw it does not fall (lown,kznul when the
Lram s ripe it may be left uncut wih lmpunity, as
it will bear as much knocking about as Rivett
wheat without st edding the corn.

We lfnnw that the ‘“Mainstay” has secured a
reputation in Bssex, in veichhorhood of he grower
and it deserves that which it ias gaiued. " ’

When we remember the disastrous consequences
of the weither of last July upon all ordinary white

wheats, and then consider that this wheat, being '

a white wheat of very fine quality, growing with
all the vigor of Rivett wheat, withstood success-
fully that stormy weather, standing erect while
other wheats, grown under similar condi'io* s. were
laid prostrate, it is nct to be wondered at that it i<
spoken of as an invaluable stock.

We are disposed to believe that this variety will
prove irself eminently adapted for such coun-
ties as Linco'nshire and the fen country; in fact,
in all free-growingsoils. An inquiry has already
set in for it for Belgium; and for those who prac-
tise the system of Messrs. Prout & Middleditch it
supplies a deficiency, as having a strong develop-
ment of roots, it is enabled to draw its nourish-

ment from a greater depth than the weaker white.

wheats.

The discovery of this wheat was purely acci-
dental in the year 1869, but it has been propagat-
ed and selected carefully since that time.

mx; Apinry.

Diseased Brood.

Caution.—As no part of the breeding season is
exempt, the sBcks should be carefully observed
during spring and early part of summer, with re-
ference to increase of bees. =~ When any are much
behind others in this respect, make an examination
immediately. The movable comb-hive is readily
examine¢ by lifting out the comb, but the box-
hive must be inverted, and the bees smoked out of
the way.

Examination. — Attention must be directed to
the breeding sells: with a sharp-pointed knife pro-
ceed to cut off the ends of some that appear to be
the oldest, bearing in mind that young bees are al-
ways white until some time they assume a chry-
salis form. Therefore, 1f a larve is found of a
dark color, it is dead. Should a dozen or two such
be found, the stock should be condemned at once,
and all the bees driven into an empty hive. On
no consideration put them into combs, as they
would be likely to keep some of the honey for
their brood. If it is desirable to put them into a
home containing comb, they may be transferred to
it after they have Feen in an empty one long enough
to consume all the honey they have carried with
them. If honey is scarce st the time,they should
be fed. But if it is discovered too late for honey
to be collected, it will hardly pay to feed them.
The honey from the old hive may be used if the
poison is first destroyed. This may be done by
scalding. Add a quart of water to about ten
pounds of honey, stir it well, heat it to the boiling
point, and carefully remove all the scum.

Stocks in which the disease has not progressed
too far, will generally swarm. Three weeks after
the first swarm is the proper time to examine
them. Tt is easily done, as about all the healthy
broods, except drones, should be matured in that
time. By perseverance in these rules, I allow no
stocks to dwindle away until they are plundered by
others.  If all bee-keepers were equally careful,
this disease would only occasionally be found.

The Story,

Queen Tita’'s Wager,

CHAPTER V.
' GAB MIR EIN’ RING DABEL’

Under the friendly instructions of Dr., Krumm, whom he
no longer regarded as a possible rival, Charlie became a
mighty hunter; and when he returned of an evening with
sprigs of flr in his cap for the bucks he had slain, Franziska
was not the last to come forward and shake hands with him
and congratulate him, as is the custom in these ])rimitivé
parts. And then she was quitc made one of the family when
we sat down to dinner in the long, low-roofed room; and
nearly every evening, indeed, Tita would have her to dine
with us, and play cards with us.

You may suppose if these two young folk had any regard
for each other, those evenings in the inn must have heen a
pleasant time for them. There never were two partners at
whist who were so courteous to each other, so charitable to
cach other’s blunders.  Indeed, neither would ever admit that
the other blundered.  Charlie used to make some fri_htful
mistakes occasionally, that would have driven any other player
mad; but you should have seen the manner ix which Fran-
ziska would explain that he had no alternative but te take her
king with his ace; that he could not know this, and wag right
in ‘uhmcin_;.: that, We played threepenny points, and Charlie
,P."“] for himself and his partner, in spite of her entreaties
I'wo of us found the game of whist a profitable thing, '

One day a registered letter came for Charlie. He seized it
carried it to a window, and then called Tita to him. Why
need he have made any secret about it? It was nothing buti
ring—a plain hoop with a row of rubies, g

“Do yougthink she would take this thing?’ he said in a low
voice. i(;

“How can I tell?”
The young man blushed and stammered, and said,

“I don’t want you to ask her to take the ring, but to get to
know whether she would accept any present from me. And I
would ask her myself, plainly, only you have been frightenin
me so much about being in a hurry. And what am I to do|
three days hence we start.”

Tita looked down with a smile, and said, rather timidly,

“1 think, if I were you, I would speak to her myself—but
very gently.,”

We were going off that morning to a little lake some dozen
miles off, to try for a jack or two. Franziska wascoming
with us. She was, indeed, already outside, superintendi
the placing in the trap of our rods and bags. When Charlie
went out she said that everything was ready, and presently
our_peasant-driver cracked his whip, and away we went.

Charlie was a little grave, and could only reply to Tita’s
fun with an effort. Franziska was mostly anxious about
the fishing, and hoped that we might not go so far to find
nothing.

We found few fish, anyhow. The water was as still as glass
and as clear; the pike that would have taken our spinring
bits of metal must have been very dull-eyed pike indeed.

Tita sat at the bow of the long punt reading, while our boat-
man steadily and slowly plied his single oar. Franziska was,
for a time, eagerly engaged in watching the progress of our
fishing, until she got tired of the excitement of rolling inan
immense length of cord, only to find that our spinning bait
had hooked a bit of floating wood er weed. At length Char-
lie proposed that he should go ashore and look out for a pic-
turesque site for our picnic, and he hinted that perhaps Miss
Francisca might also like ashort walk, to relieve the mono~
tony of the sailing. Miss Franciska said she would be very
pleased to do that. We ran them in among the rushes, and
put them ashore, and then once more started on our laborious
career.

Tita laid down her book. She was a little anxious, Some-

times you could see Charlie and Franziska on the path by the
side of the lake, at other times the thick trees by the water’s
side hid them.

The solitary oar dipped in the lake; the boat glided along
the shores. Tita took up her book again. The space of time
that passed may be inferred from the fact that, merely asan
incident to it, we managed to catch a chub of four pounds,
When the excitement over this event had passed, Tita said,

“We must go back to them. What do they mean by not
coming on and telling us? 1t is most silly of them.”

We went back by thcsame side of the lake, and we found
both Franziska and her companion seated on the bank at the
precise spot where we had left them. They said it was the
best place for the picnic. They asked for the hamper in a
business-like way. They pretended they had searched the
shores of the lake for miles.

And while Tita and Franziska are unpacking the things,
and laying the white cloth smoothly on the grass, and pulling’
out the bottles for Charlie to cool in the lake, I obse' ve that
the younger of the two ladies rather endeavors to keep her
left hand out of sight. It is a paltry piece of deception. Are
we moles, and blinder than moles, that we should continually
be made the dupes of these women? I say to her,

“Franziska, what is the matter with your left hand?"

‘‘Leave Franziska’s left hand alone,” said Tita, severely.

“My dear,” I reply, humbly, “I am afraid Franziska has
hurt her left hand.”

At this moment Charlie, having stuck the bottles among the
reeds, comes back, amrd, hearing our talk, he says, in a loud
and audacious way.

““Oh! do you mean the ring? It is a pretty little thing I had
;Pout me, and Franziska has been good enough to accept it.

ou can show it to them, Franziska.”

Of course he had it about him. Young men always do carry
a stock of ruby rings with them when they go fishing, to put
in the noses of the fish. I have observed it frequently.

Franziska looks timidly at Tita, and then she raises her
hand, that trembles a little. She is about to take the ring off
to show it to us, when Charlie interposes, ,

““You needn’t take it off, Franziska.”

And with that, somghow, the girl slips away from among
us, and Tita is with her, and we don’t get a glimpse of
either of them nntil the solitude resounds with our cries o
luncheon.

In due time Charlie returned to London, and to Surrey
with us in very good spirits. He used to come down very
often to see us; and one evening, at dinner, he disclosed the
fact that he was going over to the Black Forest in the follow-
ing week, although ths November nights were chill just
then.”

“And how long do you remain?"’

‘A month,” he says.

‘“Madam,” Isay to the small lady at the other end of the
table, ‘‘a month from now will bring us to the 4th of Decem-
ber. You have lost the bet you made last Christmas morn-
ing; when will it please you to resign your authority.

“‘Oh, bother the bet!” says this unscrupulous person.

“But what do you mean?” says Charlie.

““Why,” I say to him, “‘she laid a wager last Christn.as Day
that you would not be married within a year. And new you
say you mean to bring Franziska over on the fourth of Decem-
ber next. Isn’t it so?

“Oh, no!” he says; ‘“we don’t get married till the gpring.”

You shoulq have heard the burst of low, delightful laugh”
ter with which Qucen Tita welcomed this announcement:
She had won her bet.

FINIB.

The attention of our readers is directed to the
first of a series of articles on the dairy interest,
by a Canadian gentleman who has had much ex-
perience in this matter, It will be seen in our
columns,
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