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its rump, begin by cutting off all tags, 
which should be laid aside, shear the 
neck and shoulders, then lay the animal 
on its side and when the upper half is 
sheared turn it over and take the wool 
off the other.

The general principle to be observed 
in all methods is to cut the wool as 
close as possible without injuring the 
sheep, for if the skin should be cut it 
sometimes takes a long while to heal, 
particularly if flies get at it. If an 
accident should occur the wound must 
be completely covered with tar to pre­
vent these insects from depositing their 
eggs in it.

When rolling the fleece, carefully pick 
off all dirt, spread it out on a clean 
floor with the outer ends of the wool 
up. Fold the skirts of the wool in to­
wards the centre, not very deeply at 
each end but more so at the sides, so 
that they lap well; then roll the fleece 
from end to end, making a short cylin­
drical bundle of wool. A line hemp 
or linen twine should then be tied firm­
ly around the roll at a short distance 
front each end and the fleece is ready 
for market.

Care of Sheep
Sheep perhaps more than any other 

animal on the farm require fresh air 
and plenty of exercise, and should be 
turned out as early as possible. Being 
light they may be let out to pick around 
fences of plowed fields, lanes and bye 
places even if the ground is not very 
dry. If turned out before the grass 
gets much start, the change from dry 
to green feed is more gradual. It is 
better to give them a chance to go out 
and in at will for a time. When kept 
housed too long and suddenly turned 
on the fresh, soft grass they are sure 
to scour; this, with the sudden extra 
flow of milk, may work havoc with the 
young lambs. I prefer having the lambs 
all come before going on grass.

Lambs do not require as much milk 
for the first week or two as they will 
later, hence the advantage of being 
yeaned a little earlier, so that when the 
flow of milk increases they will be able 
to take it all and avoid trouble with the 
udders. Sheep are better to be shorn 
some little time before being turned out 
in that way; they get used to the want 
of the coat while still in the house and 
don’t feel the effects of wind and storm 
so much. The machine makes the best 
job of shearing. There is another small 
matter that should not be overlooked ; 
that is. paring the feet, as there is like­
ly to be quite too much hoof. If this 
is not done before the ground gets hard 
they will break often too far up and 
cause lameness. Lambs should be dock­
ed and castrated when about two weeks 
old. For docking a sawed block of 
wood standing on end, a large butcher 
knife with a stick one and a half inches 
m diameter, about 12 inches long, to 
strike the knife with is a good outfit. 
Cut rather short and square, keeping 
the skin well up, so the bare bone is not 
seen below the skin after the operation. 
See that the flock is well provided with 
salt, and, last but not least, don't fail 
to dip the lambs about ten days after 
the sheep have been shorn. Make no 
mistake about the dip being strong 
enough to kill the last tick ; in fact, they 
should be dipped a second time to make 
doubly sure. Sheep require very little 
attention during the summer months. 
They should, however, be seen frequent­
ly to be sure that all is right ; perhaps 
a little tagging or some very trifling 
thing may save a lot of after trouble.

Jno. Jackson.

Washing Sheep
The practice of washing sheep, which 

was once the almost universal rule, has 
of latç years been largely abandoned.
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and for very good reason. In a climate 
such as ours the custom was of doubt­
ful utility and under some circumstances 
decidedly injurious.

From the economic standpoint the 
best guide as to the expediency of 
washing will be the tendency of the 
wool trade—whether washed or unwash­
ed wool finds the greater favor or 
brings relatively the higher price. As

Is There a New Disease in 
Young Pigs ?

Last issue we published several letters 
dealing with the losses in winter and 
spring litters. A number more have 
been received. These, in the main, agree 
with those already published as to the 
cause of these losses and how they may 
be prevented. Though none of our cor­
respondents have mentioned it, reliable 
reports from other sources seem to in­
dicate that many young pigs are affected 
by some new trouble not well known. 
The outward indications are a cough. 
The young pigs are attacked with it 
when quite small and usually die be­
fore they are a couple of weeks old. 
This trouble, we know, is serious 
enough in some sections and should 
be investigated. It has not the symp­
toms of cholera or other well known 
contagious diseases of swine, but it 
seems to be more of a bronchial or 
throat trouble and may be caused by 
the excessive ammonia which generates 
in closed pens that are not kept clean 
and well ventilated. Many farmers fol­
low the practice of keeping their hogs 
all winter in bank barn stables in styes 
fenced off from the cattle. This is a 
bad practice and injurious to the health 
of the animal. A hog will stand less 
confinement than any other animal on 
the farm. We would be pleased to hear 
from parties who have had young pigs 
affected by this cough.

The following are some extracts from 
recent letters ; lack of space prevents 
publishing them in full:

“As far as I can learn this is the 
worst season in the history of this coun­
try. Fully half of the young pigs in 
this neighborhood are dead. Some of 
them came dead and others die when 
at about three weeks of age."

James Blair.
Lanark County.

“I think the loss is small in this sec­
tion. Close housing, poor ventilation 
and bad management are the cause of 
most of the losses in young pigs. A
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the matter stands at present, it is gen­
erally considered that any depreciation 
in the price per pound for unwashed 
wool is fully made up by the greater 
weight of the fleece and that the clean­
ing of the wool should be left to the 
manufacturer, who has appliances 
which enable him to do the work in a 
more satisfactory manner than it can 
be done on the farm.

short time before farrowing, I give the 
sow wood ashes with the charcoal in, 
and also salt and sulphur, and con­
tinue to give the latter after farrowing, 
but more particularly the sulphur."

D. II. Rusnell.
York County.

“I have not heard of any losses in 
this neighborhood this spring from 
weakness of pigs or sows, but I have 
heard of losses from other sources, such 
as lack of protection for young pigs 
and young sows refusing to nurse their 
young. In one case an attempt was 
made to raise the latter by hand, but 
it was unsuccessful. I would like to 
hear from some one who has been suc­
cessful in raising young pigs by hand 
and the methods used.

“There is a good supply of hogs in 
this section, as farmers were very suc­
cessful last fall with their litters.”

J. C. Sparrow.
Carleton County.

“The crop of young pigs in this sec­
tion is a little above the average, both 
in numbers and quality. There has been 
considerable mortality, but I believe the 
percentage is less than in former years. 
In every case where a farmer has sup­
plied his sows with a variety of food, 
such as roots, skim milk, etc., and has 
given them plenty of exercise, he has 
had good results. There is no such 
thing as good and bad luck in hog 
raising. The production of baéén hogs 
on our dairy farms is a profitable busi-

W. H. McNish.
Leeds County.

Prof. Grisdale's Views
In my opinion a large part of the 

losses of young pigs in winter and 
spring litters may be attributed to me­
thods of wintering. Generally speaking, 
sows are confined in too close quarters 
in winter and frequently fed on too 
heating a ration. An ideal ration would 
be one of an aperient or slightly laxa­
tive character, such as bran and roots.
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