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MATTERS OF MOMENT

Awakened Interest in Japan — In
Obscurity Though Famous — Trade
Schools for the Children.

The Rome correspondent of the Bos-
ton Pilot gives ta the world news of
a project for the establishment ¢f a
Catholic University for Japan. The

article in which the details of the es-
tablishment are set forth is of very
general interest, and we are therefore
reproducing it in this issue. To us
it is of more than ordinary concern
because it seems the fulfilment of
what we foreshadowed in this column
. just about three months ago. At the
time of the embassy of the Jion.
Rodalphe Lemieux to Japan, and com-
menting on his report to the Govern-
ment and the courtry on his return,
we prophesied that the country was
most likely as a grand missionary
field for the Church. This we based
on the information given by our Cana-
dian statesman and our previous
knowledge of the country, and as the
subject is of peculiar moment we re-
port part of what we then confided to
" our readers. In our issue of January
16th we said, referring to Mr. Le-
mieux’s report: ‘‘This information
awakens ideas of a missionary field
filled with exceptional promise. Us-
ually when we contemplate foreign
missions as ground wherein to sow
the seed of the Gospel, we think, and
rightly, of almost impregnable cbsta-
cles as illustrated by primitive intel-
lect and a dearth of any ready means
of lingual intercourse But here is
an absence of all this. When we te-
member the rapid advancement of the
people of Japan along the road of
modern civilization, it suggests the
avidity with which they might em-
brace anything that would appeal to
them as developing and ¢levating. We
have read somewhere that the nation
is more material than mystical, and
that religion does not appeal to them
as a people. To a certain extent this
may be true, but on the other hand,
they are apparently susceptible 10
contiguity and environment. The
alertness of intellect which they dis-
play and their readiness to adopt
modern ideas and lines of thought
would seem to promise at least a
hearing. KFour hundred years ago St.
Francis Xavier sowed seeds which
even yet might fructify. It is a pres-
ent-d.y prelate of the Church, Arch-
bisho) 0O'Connell of Boston, who is
known as the only English-speaking
ambassador wha gave the Mikado the
gratification of speaking with the
messenger in his native tongue, the
Archbishop having studied the lan-
guage of Japan for some time pre-
vious to his embassy Thus it
would appear on the surface at least,
that Catholicity cauld make for itself
a road more readily in Japan than on
many other lands Easy means of
transit and the intercourse made pos-
sible by the quickly spreading know-
ledge of the Iknglish téngue together
with the high intellectual plane of
which the people are capable, would
indicate easy a._ceptance of the beau-
Jul truths of the Church. The land
once trodden by the footsteps of St.
Francis seems to promise a fulfilment
of his hopes in its regard.
L .- .

Our quotation has been somewhat
lengthy, but as it shows how [fully
our ideas are fulfilled by the promises
set forth in the scheme for the dis-
tribution of education by means of a
Catholic college, and the certain con-
sequence of the difiusion of Catholic-
ity through the country, we make no
apology. One cannot but be im-
pressed by the largeness of the plans
in cannection with the movement and
by the evident studv of conditions and
possibilities, that has been made in
the arrangements for the project. The
desire of the Japanese for opportuni-
ties to acquire a knowledge of present
day scholasticism and their admira-
tion of the English language are all
considered. Appealing to their regard
for material progress, the college will
be placed on the very best footing
with regard to appearance, equipment
and staff that means will allow. En-
lightenment in matters of faith will
not be expected to be of a momen-
tary pature as a general thing, but
with a people open to change when
advantages appear to «ccrue there-

+ from, as are the Japanese, there is
no doubt but that Christianity will
eventually appeal to them as a natur-
al consequence of the tramsition. And
this Christianity means Catholicity,
for with the civilized natures of the
day there is no choice other than it
or Paganism. All ‘that existed for
a while as an ontput of the so-called
Reformation is practically a dead)
issue, or at best moribund. DBudd-|
hism, Mohammedanism and similar
cuits, though their professors number
many millions, are confined to the
conservative lands in which during the |
centuries they have made their homes,
and the only religion that is making |
or will make any progress amongs
the adv: cing nations of the day, is
the religion of Catholicity to whick |
all Christianity is rapidly tending. |
The embassy of Ilis Grace Archbishop
O'Connell of Bostor seems to have
been g providential step in the initia- |
tion of the university question for
Japan, and the plans afterwards pre- |
sented by this alert and far-seeing |
prelate to His Holiness, and now ap-
Proved and about to be put into exe-
cution, are filled with import for Ja-
Pan, and the many indirect ways 1n
which the influences will exert them-
selves are .eyond calculation.

. - -

A few days ago we came across a
poem dedicated to Mary Cunningham,
lately made famous as having been

by the artist Augustus St.
Gandeus as the most beautiful girl
Whom he had cc-ae across in his
Search for a mode. worthy of being
Placed as the stamp of genuineness
m‘ the coin of the American nation.
poem s " Michael Whelan of
in
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The story of Miss Cunningham'’s life
is simple. Born twenty-four years
ago in Carrick, County Donegal, Ire-
land, and losing her mother when a
child, she came to this country seven
years ago. Her father is a small
farmer still in Carrick, and theie are
eight children living, six of whom are
in America Coming an immigrant
tq Boston, Mary secured a position
as a domestic in a fashionable family
where she remained three years, un-
til being recommended te Mr. and
Mrs. St. Gandens as a gentle and re-
fined maid, she went to their home
and remained with them three years
until the death of the artist broke up
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which may never fructify. On the they enter into the marriage contract, . .ot gacred and most stringent pre- given with a wealth of broad-minded

programme, however, was a SURRES- a contract ordained by God Himseli, .. .ts of iolyv Church. Whether the and convincing argument in the re- NWSD@W Retracts Slander.
tion which was very new to our pres- anq ever regarded as sacred by the .1 See's new Decree on Marriage— port on which Mgr. O'Connell based

ent-day methods though, carried out pyman race. ;

which has found its way into the these recommendations. The Japan-

far 1 but little Bearing, at least ... * be seen. Meantime, our attitude will Catholic missionaries in Japan, while peration of the priesthood, and at
far has but lictle bearing, a as The union demanded of Christian o no ther than one of ready sub- saintly and learned men, and while times is compelled to sufier for it.
in the primary schools, on the occu- pyghands and wives is firmer and | cciveness to the voice of the Church this fact was impressed on the Ja- There are two views as to how to
pation the child is to h‘\llu»w in after closer than that required of ald, be- i m Christ has constituted the sole panese with whom they came in coh- jea] “;113 it. Some would simply ig-
life, except to prepare him in a gener- p,ra Christ appeared; and they are en- guardian and the dispensser of His tact, had not on the whole succeeded . re the attacks. while others, for
al way for entering into its arena. It titled to expect of Him a more (‘(’)pi' Sacraments. It was she who, through- in appealing to Japanese sentiments tpa sake of h‘?‘,.«\\.lll(' obstacles to con-
was shown that in Europe notably in ou5 measure of special grace, enabling '+ ¢he aces upheld and defended in the realm of thought to which thes versions which the Hbels miay Surnith
the city of Munich, which possessed ' them so to cherish and love One &- .yainst all odds the inviolable samc- are peculiarly susceptible. What is pelieve in prosecuting the offenders.
forty-twa schools in which trades other a5 tq show forth in their lives ;oo the marriage bond. She up- needed in a practical way, and what 1, (his city one editor, after being
were taught, that in these schools the 5 perfect pattern of that deep, im- raised and plnlu?c'i women. She has heretofore not been brought home .. pvicted. ‘secured a ,\u'_\'pq-rw)on of
boys of the country pass three hourS perishaple love wherewith Christ has (i.mmed the corruption which in rude to them, is the fact that the Catholic ¢ .ptence hy promising to retract his
of three days a week for three years. joyed His Church. To actuate and ,..¢ would have invaded the home, Church is the great educator. Of this ganderous statements, but, instead
The object of the schools is to give 4ifyse that superhuman love of His in 4" inundated society with evils. proof positive should be forthcoming, of doing so, made another vicious at-
the particular bent of every child an ihy wedded life is the work of Christ 'y 4 ghe did this by placing the in- and in no other way can it be equally 130k The nmext time the judge was
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