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non* charged with the crime of arson, upon sufficient 
evidence, has resulted in materially reducing the 
number of fires from unknown and incendiary 
causes." He urges the extreme advisability of a 
State fire marshall being appointed with wide p< 
fo earry on a system of fire inspections which shall 
determine what arc the causes of fires, from which 
would be known what precautions need to be taken 
for preventing fire losses. He places especial empha­
sis upon the saving to the State which would result 
from tax-paying properties being saved from destruc­
tion. That |mint was made in this journal last week 
and will bear hammering at until it secures attention. 
When property is destroyed, it ceases to yield tax 
revenue to the eitv, and from this alone there is an 
annual loss greater than the sum needed to improve 
the fire protection.
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1 0THI RELATIVE PROPORTIONS OP CANADIAN 
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. AND OP FOREIGN 

TO NATIVE EXPORTS.
I

In order to convey a clearer idea as to certain 
important and highly interesting features of the for­
eign traih- of Canada than tho«c which
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1900appear on
the surface of the returns published in two previous 
hwtics of this journal, we hate compiled the follow­
ing comparative table from the official Trade 
and Navigation returns of

Tlte f l owing table shows the total Imports, the 
Exports of Canadian productions, and of foreign, 
with the total Exports fer va h year since Confed­
eration:
Vnr.

The dis­
tinction between goods exported which arc of 
Canadian production and those which are of for­
eign origin is always shown in the official statistics 
of the Imperial Government, and the relative proposi­
tion of the native and foreign goods sold in outside 
markets has an important bearing upon the develop­
ment of the internal industrial resources of the coun­
try. Those exports which are of native irroduction 
represent the transformation of the natural 
of the country, and of its industrial energies, skill and 
capital into marketable commodities. Such exported 
productions ordinarily add directly to the wealth of 
the country, thev represent the surplus of the pro­
ductions of the Dominion over and above those re- 
rptired for home consumption, just as the domestic 
pnxluee a farmer puts on the market represents the 
excess he lias to dispose of after his household has 
been supplied. The exports, however, of foreign 
Koods represent partly gixxls that pass out from one 
foreign market to another through a Canadian chan­
nel, the business of transporting and handling of 
which leaves a far less residue of profit in this 
trv than is derived from gcxxis and produce wholly 
made or grown m Canada.

The following table shows the excess of imports 
over Canadian exports, and of those and foreign 
bined; also, percentage i>f excess of imports 
exports, and of exports over imports, with the per­
centage of increase or decrease each year compared 
with the preceding year:
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The average proportion of foreign exports in the 
last ten years has been u per cent, of the total, 
that it, out of $1,336,000,000 of exports sent otit of
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