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By - jpe Isbell.

THE .APT..M ANOJEMPTAT.ON bjr ÿJt^ST. %
sin In yleullng to this temptatl n 

As John was baptising In .he region wouid be found In'courting danger for
of the Jordan, Jesus came Into hto a end. Christ repels the sug-
congregajllon and presented Himself gestion with tiLe worda, "Thou shall
as a candidate for baptism. Jonn not tempt the Lord thy Ood."
recognised the greatness of the Christ The final temptation was to the ex- eyebrows, 
and felt that It was not fitting that he e^ge 0f power. Christ Is Shown ail •• i was
should receive baptism by human lhe kingdoms of the world and their ter sa
hands In the presence of the Christ gj0ry Then Satan promises him these mutter. He said w-e ought to give
ÏÎSÎÎ manner* suddenly changea u he wfll render him dl- ^hat we have to the ■vrv'c.o^Ood.
Yesterday he had spoken in tones of Jln honor. At first thought this no matter what It Is. But re so
touldea but in Jesus’ preaence he be- Ration seem, the weakest of th. ^r we haven t anything to give, have 
comes modest and deferential. He yiree. it seen.s the almost despairing „• w poor my dear; but there
«cHlm., "I h.v. need, O Chrt-t t„ ltt„mpt 8ala„. Yet, Perbape. to ott than we
be baptised of Thee, and contest Thou chllBt It was the strongest of the £re perhaps you can think of some-
to me?" John would retire and leave three temptations. It was not the ^ we can give, if yon think hard."
his work In the hapds of one whose possession of power but the use to Ruth did " think hard," for her
greatness he recognises and whose Which he might have put It, that would heart had been touched by this sermon
character he honors. But Jesus set at constitute the temptation. He could of tbelr kind pastor,
rest all hesitation and questioning, have used It for blessing the world. Next day she came to her mother
saving, "Suffer It now. for thus It J»e- But he would not forego the cross wjth a bright face. " I know what it
oumeth us to fulfil all righteousness. a moment the words leap from hla i8, mother—Its Brownie."

miMtlon may perplex us as to ilpa, ‘Thou shall Worship the Lord Her mother looked puzzled or aâfïH™a -ms
hU spiritual life require the ordinance how^ of my Qod Now. Brownie, the horse, and the
which he honored. The reason for whilst exclaimed, My. Qod, my Oodj oJd battered phaeton, were the only
Jesus’ baptism may be found In his why hist thou forsaken me. thlngg left them from better days, and
dealrs to place himself near to our tem^ itlon ends In vlotorjr, CArls these were a source of constant delight
fallen and^ sinful humanity. Bon of crK "It la finished; and the return- tQ ^ ch1idren, who spent most of
rirvt mot less and undeflled, he would |„g jun looks down on a world re- th<dr vacation time driving about the

E^%aMe°L^«"'.r£ " ^------------
m°?h t“».b07u.e“rbell:;«LU1îorbtdhî WHAT WILL YOU DO. hT*b.to 'ÏÏ^m'Î." Smith.

unjust. Bo Chrlat man's What will you do with the He» Year? ", ume" vôuMn"t 1*ko and take her
Jordan aa man'» mediator, aa man a Tl)e question la asked to-day, „„t riding with Brownie?"
representative In ali point» To you who are travelling onward •• You could, ideed; and
touched human life. John, In the ho To the land that is far away; any day. I am glad my
of Christ’s baptism, bears testimony The ol(| year has gone forever, la taking thought
to his elnlessness. But a higher wit- r has bid you a last adieu, her tenderly,
ness was given to his divinity. No 0h, children dear! consider

» the ordinance administered What will you do with the new? 
were opened and the 

Spirit of Ood, to the form of a dove, 
descended and rented upon the 
of Jesus while a voice from the un-

wae heard, 'Thle la my beloved Uft up your eoul In 
“n to whom l am well pleaaed." Truet yourself to hie 

There are queetlon. thal here ,u«- ^Sl^ywori’
geet themeelvee aa r*‘rd*.‘‘‘L^ÏTÙrè Cloeîr preae to hla aide, 
cance of this symbolism. In Scripture 
the dove is the symbol of peace and 
reconciliation. The dove brought to 
Noah the leaf which was the presage 

pe and gladness. So Christ was 
.uthor of peace and hope to a 

er the bap- 
atton, Christ

"What Is It, Ruth?" Inquired 2fra. 
Gray of her ten-yvar-old daughter, 
who stood gating Intently out of tne 
window, a little wrinkle between her

as thinking of what the minis, 
id In his sermon yesterday,

id you may go 
little daughter 

’• kissingfor others.

When Ruth made her errand known 
to Mrs. Smith, she was put through a 
cat' Mem of questions by the querulous 
old lady, as to the reliability of her 
horse and her ability to manage him.

Ruth protested Inw ardly, for " who
ever heard of Brownie doing anything 
bad?" she thought.

Having satisfied the old lady’s 
doubts and fears, they set out for the 
drive. Down the long, familiar street, 
past the homes of old friends, at 
whose doors they made an occasional 
call, over the river bridge, every foot 
of the way as the face of a friend to 
her, the frail, lonely woman drank It 
all In greedily. It was food to her

When alighting at her own door, she 
said: "God bless you, my" child. You 
have given me new life,’’ Ruth felt 
that she had received 
pay.
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sooner was
than the heavens New Yeara happy 

xlous care?
wlah for 

one an
Do you w 

Without 
Then turn to the face of Jesus, 

i prayer; 
keeping; 

i your guide, 
in his vineyard,

head

a holy New Year? 
Master’s feet, 

Spirit

iah for 
at the

Do you w:
Then alt

And ask for His Holy 
To guide your faltering feet; 

Then, resting upon his promise, 
Without a doubt or fear,

You may step out with gladness 
Into the fair New Year.

of ho;
the a
troubled world, 
tlsm there came the tempta 
was led ol the Spirit Into the wilder
ness and there tempted ol the devil.
After he had fee ted for forty dey», the 
devil made appeal to him through 
hunger. He proposed that Chrlet 
should turn the atones Into breed. The 
Bin of yielding to the temptation would 
be the dtetruet of hie heavenly Fath- 
er’a care. Qod had promised to care 
for his well-beloved son. If need be, 
he would send angels from heaven for 
his defence. If Christ should by his 
own power turn the stones Into bread, 
he would by his flat oppose the sov
ereignty of his father In heaven.
Christ does not hesitate. The tempta
tion Is Immediately repelled. The Sa
viour exclaims, "I have the power to 
turn stones Into bread. But man has 
higher needs than bread. It were bet- *he 
ter that a man should die than dis
honor God.”

The second Temptation le J*®"
sumption. The devil suggests to Christ United PresbvterlanIt Is probable 
that he use his power in woritlng a that we do not think of the patience of 
miracle for display, by casting hlmswr Qod ^ much M *e should, we think of
down from the pinnacle of the temple. hlg ,ove t>ut do not always con-
Thus at once he would gain the favor glder how bi8 i0ve is tried by our
of the people. "And here." exclaims waywardne8s. Patience Is tender-

. "Is Scripture to encourage neM oombtned with love. It is a
•He shall give his angels charge recornltton of our weakness, of our
thee; in their hands they shall immaturity, our ignorance, of the

manv things that tend to make us for
getful. We are but children vet. and 
our Father bears with us day by day, 
waiting until we trust Him more and 
come nearer to him. "The God of Pa
tience" la a precious name for him 
whose love we try so much.

But aft

the best kind of
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was the beginning of many 
Philadelphia Westminster : —Theplogy similar drives during the long delight-

an
should agree and eomeUme. do. wen.,,™

’ had lived there all 
w every spot. Now, 
about and they re- 

of their youthful 
he Interesting tales 

those far-away 
Interested 11b

I
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And many 
and^knevPresbyterian Standard The way to the,

Induce the unconverted and careless to M ehe 
to church is alwava an Interest- called 

lng question. Those Imbued with the dayBi many were t 
Spirit of the Maker have the matter they told- her of tl
under consideration freouently. No Ruth was such an
doubt many are thinaing about this the pleasure was eq 
as well ns manv other Important things But. best of all. 
for the opening of tne approaching Dorothy, a little crippled girl, of her 
... we butt in to say that one of own age. Then the dollies could go.

best wavs If not the very best, is too, and occasionally Ted. if he prom-
f°r the member, of our cherche, to go ^«be^ond. ^nd such «£**£*» 
to church themeelv . they were princesses; the shabby old

phaeton a rose, and Brownie a butter
fly. Dollies could talk, and Ted was 
their prince.

The happy days sped away, and 
cold and snow came Instead, when 
Brownie must spend much of the time 
In his warm stall, munching hay; but 
the seeds of love and thoughtfulness of 
others had taken root In Ruth’s heart, 
and were to bear the fruit of kind 
deeds unto others all through her life.

the scenes

great to both, 
loved to take

'
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•8. 8. Lesson for January 9.—The 
tatlon of JeeuB.— 

Golden Text:
The Chinese Government has sent a 

circular note to the Powers 
against Russia's claims to t 
ac.in'nietratlon over the Manchurian 
railway zones.

j
Baptism and Tempt
Matt. 1:11-17; 4:1:11- _ ,
"In that He Htmiell hath «uttered, 
being tempted He le able to euocor 
them that are tempted."—Heb. 1:1».
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