Dr. J. Robertson.

BY REV. PROF, JOKDAN

It will take a litle while for the Church
to realise all that she has lost through the
removal of Dr. Robertson.  When we
think of large interests involved we solace
ourselves with the old saying, *“God
buties the workman, but carries on the
work”  True that is. God gathers the
weary workers home to himself ; when
the measure of strength allotted to this
mortal sphere is spent the faithful work-
ers learn that “there is a rest that remain-
eth for the people of God ;' and when
even the greatest worker is taken the
work goes on.  When we have pondered
the deep meaning of the words, “It is ex-
pedient for you that | go away, ' the mys
tery of even our greatest bercavements is
lessened.  Yes, the work goes on ; the
Christian church springs into being, learns
to fight God's battle and do His work
even when her Lord is absent : but that is
because He is not “absent” in the decp-
est spiritual sense.  “The work” is not a
soulless mechanism that **goes on” with
the automati tion of blind fate. This
work of worship 0 God and service to
humanity which is so dear to the devouat
believer in the lite of God's saints passing
down through the ages. the work abides
and the <pirit of the worship still lives,
It we turn to God in prayer and if we have
faith in the promise. “Lol am with you
alway " we shall have grace and guidance
given to tace the new problems and bear
new burdens. That is a glorious truth to
which we must hold fast, and which we
must proclaim with ever new energy to
our own hearts and to our fellowmen,
These gracicus truths, however, are not
meant to deaden the sense of loss. Tois
good to feel our loss that by it we may
be drawn near to the Hoavenly Faiher
and cherish a fitting sense of what we owe
to those who have gone beforeg God
gave to our Church an apostle of the West
when the West needed him and the church
needed him. One result has been that
the Presbyterian church of Canada has
been able to bear a full share of the bur-
den in relation to the evangelization of a
new and large scetion  of our country.
Hence, our church today occupies a lead-
ing position in that impo tant part of our
land  Already a rich harvest has been
reaped  But that only brings with it in
creased obligations according to the in-
crease of power.  We cannot rejoice in
mere numbers or rest in the past.  Dr,
Robertson’s ideal was that of unresting
service.  Those of us who met him at
close quarters know that he lived for one
great work But we know also that he
had a great idea of that work.  He was
no mere Ecclesiastic ; the azgrandisement
ot a church was not his final aim. He
had the old prophetic idea of righteous
ness ; his religion was a force to link men
to God, and to bind them in true fellow
ship so that the whole of lite might be
made clean, wholesome, spiritual ~ We
know also that though he regarded his
own work as one of the greatest impor
tence to the country, one that united picty
and patriotism in a supreme degree, he
recognized the nced and importance of
other branches of the church’s  work.
Though at times, as was necessary, with
a specialist, the Home Mission field seem
ed to him to fill the whole horizon, on
right occasions and in graceiul ways Le
could acknowledge the service of those
who work in very different ways,  While
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we feel sorrow at the loss of a strong,
noble man who did a great work which
will have an abiding, far reaching influ-
ence, we have joy in bearing this testi-
mony and offering  this tribute to the
memory of one who rendered that service
for which we owe thanks to all the saints,
namcly to incarnate in undeniable form
the Spuit of the Cross, to prove the rea
lity of religion, and to show that mission-
ary enterprise i the church is not a mat-
ter of history  but  of living present ex
perience. Such rich memories and noble
traditions ought to stimulate us to more
faithtul service n the service of Him “who
went about doing good.”
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Literary Notes.

The winter number of the Western
Quarterly Magazine, *“The Hesperian,”
is devoted for the most part  the dis-
cussion of Chiristmas topics, though it al-
so contains articles on * Wild Lile in the
West,” and “Trollope as a Novelist.” Un
der *Current Literary History” and “Con-
temporary Science” both fields are review
ed.—The Hesperian, St. Louis, Mo

Tue INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ETHICS
for January contains some very able ar-
ticles  We may mention particularly
“The Dark Ages and the Renaissance,”
by B, Bosanguet; **Philosophy and Life,”
by H Hoffding. **The Temperance Ques-
tion,” by James H. Hyslop. ot Columbia
University, should have special interest
tor Ontario readers just now. There are
also the usual number of book reviews
which serve as a guide to recent move-
ments in Lihical philosophy.

The January number of the Ladies'
Home Journal contains the usual variety
of reading matter.  Rudyard Kipling has
one of his animal stories  * My Personal
Expericnce with a Lion,” while John F.
Mitchell writes of **Jumes \Whitcomb
Rilev's *“Home Folks".” Two serial
stories are hnished in this number, and
“1he Russell's in Chicago,” is continued.
The various departments are most help-
tul. especially those having reference to
dress making, —'The Curtis  Publishing
Co., Philade!phia

T ble Talk for January opens with a
most helptul article on *“T'he Conventional
Setting of the Table,” by Mrs Burton
Kingsland.  An interesting article is that
on *Housekeeping in Mexico™.  The sub-
ject *Mumps and Chicken-pox,” so timely
W oone 10 all mothers, is  discussed. The
danly menus, with suggestions for follow-
ing them, are as usual excellent Table
Talk is probably the most valuable ma.a
zine of its kind puhlidlcd, and the sub-
scription price is only $1 0o per year,
Address, |‘l1i|‘u|¢1phi£l. Pa.

The Cosmopolitan for January opens
with a seasonable article well illustrated
on “Winter Sports.”  This is follow.d by
a short essay on “The Last of the Red
Race.”  *“Picure Photography” is pro-
fuse y illustrated  Perhaps the most
noteworthy feature ot the number is the
article written by Elbert Hubbard on his
own life and  work Ail Philistines will
wish to read this.  Several good short
stories, together with other short articles,
comp ete thenumber — The Cosmopolitiy,
Irvington, New York

Tue NiveTeeNTH CENTURY AND AFTER,
for December 19or, contains the usual
varied and interesting articles bearing
mostly on the lite of today. The first
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place is occupied by an important contri-
bution “A Message from America” by Sir
Charles Wemyss Reid  There are of
course two or three articles bearing on
South Africa. Mr. W.S. Lilly givesa
mournful account of *Marriage and Mod-
ern C vilization” from which it appears
that the Roman church is the real and
only support of marriage  Mr J G. S.
Cox, Editor of the Tablet, explains “Why
the Religious Orders leave France”;
while Mr. Mallock throws New Light on
the Bacon —Shakespeare Cypher ; and Sir
R Anderson discusses ‘‘How to Put an
End to Professional Crime.”  Thus the
interest is maintained, and life viewed all
round.— Leonard & Scctt Publishing Co.,
New York.

We have before us a copy of St. Mar-
garet’s Chronicle, the first issue of the
pretty Magazine gotten out by the pupils
of St. Margaret's College Tor. The Maga:+
zine is neat and attractive in form and
reflects great credit on the school and the
five young editors, a portrait of whom
adorn the first page We wish the
Chronicie every success, and feel confi-
dent that it will do much to bind the pu-
pils, old and new, in a common interest.

The Ladies’ Magazine for January
op-ns with an amusing story, “A Case of
Mistaken Identity.” Under the title ““The
Not Impossible He” the members of the
Girls’ Club discuss platonic friendship and
many other questions of a ~imilar nature,
Edith Murray has a good article on “The
Country Minister and his Wife.” The il
lustrated article on “The Northwest Girl’
is of special interest to all Canadians. The
various departments are being carried on
in such a way that they t'ord many help-
ful suggestions to hous keepers and all
who are interesied in the proper mana ~e-
ment of the home.—The Hugh C. Mc-
Lean Company, Toronto

The table of contents for The Fortnight-
ly Review for December, though not
tempting, has some items that will ap-
peal to the tastes of not a few  The vet-
eran Demetrius C. Boulger writes *‘Li
Hung Chang—Statesman or Imposter ?”
and the verdict of those who gead the ar-
ticle will be that the notable Chinese
statesman was a juggler Richard Davey
gives “A Few More French Facts” and
compares the France of to day, with her
State Atheism, her pornographic litera-
ture, her often generous but ill directed
impulses and her incendiary j.urnalism,
to the Rome of the Satirists  As in all
ages and in all courtries the religious
sanction for moral law has been found to
be of absolute necessity, and the decline
of Roman greatness began when relizion
and morality were separated, his
contention is that if we set aside
the Bible and the Christian ministry of
all denominations from the people of these
realms we shall take away from them
that visible and authoriiative standard
for duty which has made the greatness of
our Empire. Very different in tone trom
the article on the French is that of the
closing chapter (and in many ways the
best) of “*Anticipations” by G. H. Wells
Itching ears will lend themselves readily
to the new things set forth in this vision
of the Faith Morals and Public Policy of
the New Republic that is to be. The
concluding article is an interesting and
powerful short story by Maxime Gorki,
undoubtedly the Kipling of Russia —
Leonard & Scott Publishing Co, New
York.




