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in after life, he able to take his place in the ranks just as efficiently 
as the reserve mail who has been absent from the colors for a )>eriod 
of years.

His Royal Highness was evidently deeply impressed, himself, 
with the Australian cadet system, for, in the course of his Guild 
Hall speech delivered December 6th, 1901, he remarked :

“ 1 am anxious to refer to an admirable movement which 
has taken strong root in both Australia and New Zealand — and 
that is the cadet corps. On several occasions I had the gratification 
of seeing march past several thousand cadets, armed and equipped, 
and who, at the expense of their respective governments, are 
able to go through a military course, and in some cases with 
an annual grant of practice ammunition. I will not presume, 
in these days of army reform, to do more than call the attention of 
my friend, the Secretary of State for War, to this interesting fact."

The last public parade of the battalion was 011 the occasion 
of the annual inspe<ftion, October 12th, 1901, 011 the Champ de 
Mars, Lieutenant-Colonel Roy, I). O. C., accompanied by Major 
Stewart, brigade-major, rode on to the ground at three o’clock, 
in full uniform. The commanding officer, Major Lydon, put the 
battalion, which was in full strength (four companies, and pipe 
and bugle bands), through a series of movements, including march
ing in quarter column, double column, manual exercises, and 
attack drill. The attack drill was carried out under the command 
of the officers of individual companies. The lads showed great 
intelligence, and their youth enabled them to get over the ground 
quickly. Before leaving the Champ de Mars, the colors were 
unfurled, and the boys were photographed.

At the conclusion of the inspection, Lieutenant-Colonel Roy 
addressed the boys. He remarked that he did not want to flatter 
them, but must tell them that they were equal to the very best, 
in every point of efficiency. He hoped that all of the lads before 
him would keep up their military work, and that the Highland 
Cadet Battalion, as a unique and most useful organization, would 
go on and prosper. As commanding officer of the district, he could 
only say that it was a splendid addition to the militia.

And, considering that the smart little battalion, during the 
comparatively short period of its useful existence, has supplied 
over three hundred well-drilled, well-set-up and high-spirited men 
to the active militia force, no one is likely to dispute the point.


