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A Mrruit laid to him:
ryon Me thftt old wonuui pM-

[the other side of the street

?

When I ATM an iaf»nt, my
^ lent me out to none, and placed me

^ rge of that woman; ahe traded me off

^ > another child; I was not sent back to
my mother, but the other child was; she
often said tome that old hag cheated me.
I really believe Willie roa are not thesan.e;
and my mother was right, sir, she could see
tiiere was roguery about it; and had it not
been for that old woman's dishonesty. I no
doubt would have been a very different
man to-day." (Laughter.) This story is
strictly applicable to the " National Pol-
icy," whtob is not the same being
at all as when it was a child.
(Laughter and applause.) The Oppoiition
have been on this question

DRIVBN PROM POINT AJTRH rOTVT
of the original programme until almost none
of it remains. They boldly asserted at first
much that they have since been compelled
to modify or explain away, and they have
adopted m the end a platform which may
mean as much or as little as may please the
fancy, or the prejudices of those who are
disposed to be misled. It is said by Tom
Hood that there is a certain class of people
who take a "

PI.BA8UBK IW BBINO HUMBUOOED,
and there cannot be a doubt that the reso>
lution moved by Sir John A. Macdonald
durinff the last session of Parliament, is in
the hi|(h<i8t degree suited to those
who delight in poUtical charlatanism. It is
only necessaiy to blowa bubble, aud see how
many will subscribe for soap. (Great laugh-
ter.) The country will no morehave forgotten
than the members who were in the House of
Commons at the time, the extraordinary
spectacle presented by the late Governmentm 1870 when they announced at 6.00 p. m.
their determination to stand by the tariff
as it was, and at 7.30 came down with a
proposition to modify it by imposing a tax
on coal, salt and breadstufis. This change
was made at the instance of Dr. Tupper,
who was not then a member of the Admin-
tstration. These modifications the Doctor
defended at length, as also did Sir Jwhn
Maedonald ; while Sir A. T. Gait, who at
that time still declared himself an advocate
of the fiscal policy which he had enun-
oiated in 186G, as vigorously opposed
them. Dr. Tupper did not pretend to argue
at that time thai; the changes he proposedm the tariff were pvoposed as other than
a m^ass »o aa 6Su—tuau cad being the free-
dom of trade of which he stated he had
always been a xealons advocate. The
greondnprni which h

position waa this: He said the policy of
retaliation was calculated to secure a modi-
fication of the tariff of the United States in
favor of Canada ; and Sir John Macdonald
expressed himself in a similar way. If we
could not secure reciprocity in trade, they
argued, we were to have a reciprocity of
tariffs—or, I think, the expression then used
by Dr. Tupper was that we wore to adopt
towards the United States

A RKTAUATORT POLICY.

phrase " reciprocity of tariffs
"The pnrase "reciprocity of tariOs " was a

later invention. Such was the ground taken
in 1870 when the •« National Policy " firit
saw the lisrht. The following year, how-
over, the " National Policy " was abandon-
ed, having been voted down by an immense
majority, although the Reform party at the
time formed not more than one-third of the
representation iu the House of Commons.
A large majority of the Conservatives, who
had supported the policy, united with the
Reformers, after it had been tried for one
year, in voting it down, in order not to sub-
t'ect themselves to the odium which it would
•ring upon them, at the general elections
which were shortly to follow. I was not
present at the birth of this interesting
young waif. It was bom during the din-
ner hour. (Laughter.) It waa mtroduced
to Parliament as

DR. TUPPBR's BABT.

It was accepted by the Conservative mem-
bers for the moment as a most proper child.
A year later, I was present at ita death, and
assisted at ita funeral obsequies. I had the
melancholy pleasure of pronouncing the
usual obituary. Dr. Tupper may have re-
gretted ita early death, but he did not seem
to be a distressed parent. (Laughter.)
Although it has since appeared large, vague
and shadowy like the ghosts of Ossian.
From that period until after Sir John
Macdonald and his party were obliged
to leave office, they made no serious
dttempt to modify the tarifi ia the
direction of protection to manufactures or
any other class of the community. It was
not until after they were driven from
power, and were seeking for something
which they regarded as a popular cry, that
the policy of protection was adopted as the
policy of the Conservative party. In 1876,
Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
"House regrets His Excellency the Governor
General has not been advised to recommend
to Parliament a meviure for the readjust-
ment of the tariff, which would aid not
only in aileviatiug the stagnation of busi-
ness deplored in the gracious Speech from
the Throne,bnt would also afford fitting en-
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