
caivfully ..ver tl,(, ux-iipts ai.,1 tlio i.ro!.al,lo vKi^ondlUm- lur ll..- ni.nut
year, tlu' (luveiii i,t tlio.i-lu lli.'V ii,ij,.l,t si.fely ask Pai Hamciit, at
this Session, to mluco tlio taxation another 81,000,f)()0 „r .•?1,1J50,00().

Tliat havinjr hcon .Icoi.lcl upon, il, of conrs.., l.-camc- a .jiRstion L to
the articles on \vhii'li this lediK'lioii siioiiM he niad^. AW- found tho
Congress of the United States in session, with various proi.ositions
before them for the reduction of tlie Customs duties and the Inland
rtevenno tiixution, vnryin-; from 800,000,000 to 81l'O,O00,OOO, accord-
ing to tiio action of (.'on,t,'res.s on these lesohitions. One i.ro])ositiou

was that tobacco should be recbiced from 1(3 cts. to 8 cts. a 11). •

another proposition was that it should be lemoved (;ntirely. ]f either
of thesH ]iropositions cariie<l, it would become necessary for the Tarlia-
inent <.f (Ainada, for the purpose of preventing illicit trade, jirotecting

tho honest trader, and protecting our own manufacturing industries"

that our duties shouM bo re.luce.l in proportion to tho reduction made
ill the I'nited States. Therefore, if the proposition to reduce tho duty
8 cts. per lb. on tobacco was adopted, it would necessitate a reduction
in Canada which would involve 8750,000 ; if it was removed altogether,
it would necessitate the reduction of 81,250,000, or, perhaps,'

$1,500,000
;
and, under these circumstances, it became necessary that

we should wait until we saw what the nature of the legislaUon of the
United States, with refei'cnco to the Customs and Kxcise llevenues had
l)cen, before we would be prepaved to submit to Parliament our proposi-
tions. It was not until the night of the 3rd Jlarch that these questions
were decided, and, though wo had asked for the earliest possible
information as to the nature of the changes, it was the IGtIi March
before we received a certified copy ; and then it became our duty to
examine it carefully, as it was quite apparent that from the reduction
of duty on tobacco alone, we would lose a very large amount of revenue.
This necessitated a chango of projiosed reduction of duty on articles
imported through the Customs. Well, Sir, under any circumstances,
Tuesday would have been the earliest possible day we could have sub-
mitted our propositions to the House, and it having been decided that
we should separate for the Easter holidays on the following evening, it

would have been most inconvenient to present the financial statement
and then have the discussion to stand over for a week or ten days.


