
to loosen it. (ioixl potato liuid should ho ploufrhod in the sprinp, turninc under the
c-loviT witli its top dr('S;.in>: uf iniunirc. The coil slu uhl hi' plotiKhctl .licp rnoUKh so
that the clovor will ho well covered. Ditlereiit niethod.> of preparation w ;11 Im- neces-ary
for diirerent kinds of soil, hut the nearer the land i-ai he nnt into a thorounrhly pul-
veri/ni eonilition to a depth of ahout si.x inches or inor" hefore i>hintiii;r time the hotter

the crop will be. When a planter is used, the soil should he ploughed, thorouirhly
harrowed, and then ruiled ju.-^t hefore i)lantin>?.

When rotted harnyard nianiiri- is used on land -viihout elover it should he applied
Ml the sprint: and thoroiijrhly nii.\id with the si.il. If it is well rotteil it may he har-

rowed in. Xeither rotted nor fresh manure si I.l he p-.u in the drill with the sets,

as nuinuro when it eonies in contact with the tiihers favours the development of scab.

This WHS well prnven in exiMTinwnIs at the Central KxixTimeiital Farm.

lI.A.NTINti I'OTATKIS ON (UiKKN SOU.

If the land has heeii ploughed the potatoes could he planted h,v openinfj holes for

the .sets about four or five inchi's tleep and fourteen inches apart, makiiif; he rows 2^
feet ajiart, the numure having been spread ove.- and harrowed in v ith the disc harrow.

If the sod has not been ploufrhed one of the hi >t methods of plantiu'.; in fjrei^n sod is to

have sona^ one plantin;; when the iilouL'hintr is hcin'r done, the .sets heinpr dropped every

third furrow and covered by the plou^li, wlu'n tlu' ue.xt f'lrrow is made. After the

IH)tatoes have been jjlanted the ;rround is di-. '.larrowed and if it is li;;ht soil it may ho
rnlh d after that to help "lose up any openiiifrs where trrass conhJ }jrow throufrh and to

compact the soil somewhat and hasten the rottiufr of the sod. This would not be desir-

able where the };round was heavy, as it woidd make it too firm. As soon as weeds start,

harrow with the smoothing: harrow and as soon as the jxitatoes are !-howin;r ah vc- the

ground harrow afiain. then if thorouj-'h cultivatioh is foll(l^^ed afterwards and the tops

protected from insects and disease, there s^iould be a ffond crop.

TIMK < r IM.AXTINC.

The best time for planting' [wtatoes will vary in the different parts of Canada,
much deiK-'udiufT on the condition of the ground and spring frosts, but when these have
not to he considered the earlie-r the potatoes are planted the larger the crop is likely to

he. The sets should not lie lonjr in the ground before sproutiii^i'. as there is danger of

rotting, hence they should not he jdanted when the soil is cold and wet. If they are

planted too early also the young vines are liable to get nipped b< spring frosts. As
tKirly iwtatoes usually eoninumd good priei s it is often wortli taking the risk of frost

and planting early if the soil is in goud eonilition. If the vines should ho above ground
and there is danger of frost they ni;iy be covered slightly with the soil by turning a
shallow furrow over them. Potato growers have saved their vines by doing this.

IV IMItT'.M E 111- s UliCK AND VITALITY OK SKKD.

In an experiment carried on at the Central Experinientjil Fanu in 1017 with seed
from I'redericton, N.H., Port .\rthnr. Out., and Ottawa, the following yieliLs were
obtained: Total yield per acre, Fredericton seed, •'541 bushels; Port Arthur seed. 400
bus!>els 24 pounds; Ottawa sei>d, S.') bushels 48 pounds.

The importance of seed from different sources has been eonfinned by experiments

conducted at the Agricultural College. Ouelph, Ontario.

Just as marked differences were obtained in other years.


