
Introduction
i j

thus Asldepios was the raiser of the dead, until likeSemele, he was smitten by the thunderbo ts of ZeusThe wrath of Apollo on his death is but another fom ofthe sorrow of Demeter. while the bondage to whichTe isdoomed m the house of Admetos is the su^ectbn o?Herakles to Eurystheus. of Achilleus to Agamemnon

Whl'i '""t ™fty sun for weak and morTafmT
'

th. c f ^^ *?^ °"^^" ""^ *^^ name. Ixion (XV ) ,sthe sun of noonday, whose four-spoked wheel in thewords of Pmdar. is seen whirling in the hiXst heavlnHis wife Dia (the pure air of moming)Ts thfch Id^^^^^^^^^darkness which will gaze on the treasures of tt sunalthough warned that he cannot do so and hve. But thedoom which requites his rashness brings on Ixion the|u.lt of his death, and Ixion ascends to the throne ofZeus in the highest aether to receive purification as the

ness Ttv"' K^^^"i*^^ "^P«"^ ^^^^h soil hTs'bright!

o'V^ V, ' t^°.^f
°^ ""'""^^^ P^"ty he sees the faceOx Here (the cloudless air), and seeks to win her loteBut Zeus cheats him with a phantom and binds him tothe blazing wheel which revolves eternally in the heaven
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The punishment ,; the Sun comes before us aJa?nin the story of the Phrygian Tantalos (XVI.rwSepalace IS hke the house of Hehos in its dazzling splenXr
InJ'^^lt'

^'"^ ^'
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'^' ^^^^"^ ofHehos.Whc^busand of the jvise man Sisyphos; the wisdom vihich HaSgives to Medeia but which Phcebus cannot give to

^hThu^^ ^''* ^'^ ^"^^°" ^^ P^^eiy beneficent likethat of the sun m the genial spring; but the heat becomes more fierce, and as the phrase went " The ^fnslays the fruits which he wakened into Se " so i? wa^said that Tantalos had slain his son and spread hX
hatteV.T''' ^i""'!^''

"^ ^^"^' *^^ high Wen%t^dthat he had met his doom. The more that the blazingSun looks down on fruits and flowers or sparkling waters
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