
1. Elevators at the Lakehead store 
millions of bushels of grain for 
shipment through the Great 
Lakes-St. Lawrence system 

2. The St. Lawrence Seaway 
system permits ocean-going 
vessels to travel into the 
heartland of Canada—below, 
an ocean-going vessel in the 
St. Lambert Lock, Quebec 
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built to link the newly-federated 
provinces of Eastern Canada with the 
new western province of British 
Columbia. Its builders received from 
the Federal Government a large cash 
subsidy and a grant of millions of 
acres of land laid out in alternate 
sections along a 20-mile-wide belt of 
the main line. The rest of this land 
was offered free to settlers and, as a 
result, an unprecedented wave of 
immigration and economic expansion 
followed in the Canadian West. En-
thusiasm rose, real estate value,s 
soared, immense new cities were 
planned, and two new transcontinental 
rail lines, the Canadian Northern and 
Grand Trunk Pacific, were begun and 
rushed to completion. The railway 
builders were over-optimistic, for the 

western land boom collapsed. The 
Government was forced to take over 
the two new railroads, which were 
merged in 1923 to form the nucleus 
of the present Canadian National 
system. 

Inland Shipping 

The $300 million St. Lawrence-
Great Lakes canal system carries more 
shipping than any other in the world. 
The completion of the Welland Canal 
in 1932 made it possible for grain 
carriers some 640 feet long to travel 
the length of the Great  Lakes. 

This traffic was greatly extended 
by the completion in 1959 of the 

St. Lawrence Seaway, which turned 
the lake cities into seaports and made 
it possible for all but the world's 
largest ships to steam 2,000 miles in-
land. The most important task in 
building the Seaway was the canaliza-
tion of the 113-mile stretch of the 
International Rapids above Montreal. 

Over 50 million tons of freight 
move annually through the Seaway, 
more freight than is carried by the 
Panama and Suez canals combined. 
The allied St. Lawrence Power Pro-
ject provides more than 750,000 
kilowatts of additional power to 
Canadian industry and an equivalent 
amount to the United States. 
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