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power adequate to establish just and lasting peace, and favouring also the partici-
pation therein of the United States. The committee contains fifteen Democrats
and eleven Republicans; it has the reputation of being a more liberal-minded
body than its counterpart in the Senate, though it includes at least four
Republicans (Messrs. Vorys, Chiperfield, Mundt and Jonkman) who are usually
congidered as 100 per cent. isolationists, and a number of others who have
been strongly inclined that way in the past. The House Committee has, of course,
much less influence on foreign policy than the Senate Committee, since only the
Senate has to approve treaties. The resolution now approved has still to be con-
sidered by the House as a whole; if adopted there it will go to the Senate,
where it will doubtless be submitted to the Foreign Relations Committee, and in
particular to its post-war sub-Committee which for three months has been
discussing a number of draft resolutions on the same subject. Thus its chances
«of final adoption by Congress must be considered slim. Yet the House Committee
vote is an event of real importance both as applying a spur to the Senate
Committee, and because of the fact that all the lgepubhcan as well as Democrat
members yoted for it. Its avowed purpose is to give the other United Nations an
assurance that a reasonable plan for collective security will not, as in 1919-20, be
blocked in Congress. It could not, in any case, constitute a binding assurance :
but even if it gets no further, it is an encouragement which is not entirely
negligible. The proposer was Representative Fulbright, one of a number of new
members who take a keen and enlightened interest in foreign affairs and who
happily are not confined to one Party. The resolution has been fairly well received
in the House, and also by the press, especially by the New York Times, which has
long been urging Congress to take some such action. Papers such as the Christian
Science Monitor find it too general, and the fact that Mr. Hamilton Fish has given
it his approval cannot strengthen it in the eyes of these more convinced supporters
.of collective security. The subject .is likely to figure in the discussions of the
meeting of State Governors in Columbus, Ohio, which opened on the 21st June.
Its membership is about equally divided between the two Parties. It is of some
interest that Governor Dewey and some other Republicans show signs of using
this as an occasion for the Party to continue clearing itself of the isolationist
label and neutralising the question as a campaign issue. Mr. Dewey has called
the Fulbright resolution an ‘‘ excellent start ”’ in this respect..
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The aims and character of the new Argentine Government are slowly
beooming more clearly defined. It has now forbidden that the word °‘ pro-
visional "’ should be applied to it. It has confirmed the decree of the 5th June,
under which Congress was dissolved. It has ordered the suspension of the
Presidential elections, which were due to take place in September. And it has
undertaken a slaughter of the innocents, or, as President Ramirez prefers it,
the guilty, on a considerable scale. All this is in the name of administrative
honesty and political purity; and a recent statement by the President to the
Press implies that reformative action will involve the removal of most if not all
of the Provincial Governors and the subjection of tife Provinces to Federal
Intervention. To emphasise the contrast between the old and the new order, the
President and the new Ministers have renounced any salaries accruing to them,
except on account of their military or naval rank.

This renunciatory gesture, however, does not disguise the fact that Argentina
is now in the hands of a military dictatorship; and while Argentine politics,
which have long displayed an exuberance of corruption, were in need of reforma-
tion, such appointments as those of General Pertiné as mayor of Buenos Aires
(even flanked, as he is reported to be, by officials with democratic leanings) inspire
no confidence. The Government is, indeed, reported to have assured the Supreme
Court of its intention, while exposing corruption, to operate within the fgame-
work of the Argentine Constitution, and the fact that the liberal-minded Bishop
Andrea is one of its supporters and advisers is a point in its favour. But the
distinguishing features of the new régime (apart from the emphasis on administra-
tive honesty) are its military character, its extreme nationalistic tendencies and
its pronounced anti-communism. The possibility cannot be ignored that the first
step may have been taken towards the abolition, not merely of bad, but of all,

arliamentary government in Argentina and the establishment of an authoritarian
tate on the lines either of Spain or of Brazil.
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