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Writers discouraged ...

Tough times Canadian publishing

By Laura Brown

It’s “rough as hell” to survive as a
professional writer in Canada these days,
said C.B.C. executive producer of
literature, Robert Weaver. Weaver’s
remark was just one of many discouraging
statements about the pitfalls facing aspiring
Canadian writers of the ’70’s, which were
made during a panel discussion at the

éAtkinson Canadian Literature Conference

last week.

The talent and the market is definitely
out there, but policies in the Canadian
publishing system contribute to the un-
steady future of our writers.

.. feedback needed

writers all the reasons in the world why they
can’t come up with respectable advances”.
But their business system is designed for an
American market and not their home
market. “What is required is a whole group
of graduate students from Business Ad-
ministration to move into the com-
munications field”’, he remarked.

Tom Hadley, executive editor of
Toronto Life, and consulting editor of
Look magazine, complained about the lack
of editorial assistance in our publishing
system.

“The dialogue between editor and writer
is lacking,” and the author’s work cannot.
develop without this kind of feedback,

York writer-in-residence Clark Blaise

The publishers, Weaver said, “Give

Hedley said.
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Blame it on them.....

Staff at large (voting members): Mark Epprecht, Gord Graham,
Simon Bekcwith, Stephen Burr, Mimi Meckler, Mark Monfette, Grant Iwasa,
Lauren Yu, Randy Bregman, Evelyn Cook, Cindi Emond, Lydia Pawlenko, Tony
Cheung, Shane Chadder, Evan Adelman, Andy Buckstein, Bruce Gates, Pat
Smiley, Julie Manning, Arjen Boorsma, Rich Spiegelman, David Saltmarsh, Leslie
Gaskin, B.J.R. Silberman, Mary Desrochers, Patrick Chow, Pam Mingo,

Others: Janet Keehn, Steve Toth, Celeste Pellicone, Lori Sheridan, Gwen Venema,
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NEED OTHER JOBS

Paul Stuart Many writers take on other jobs, such as
Kim Llewellyn becoming university writers-in-residence,
Laura Brown so they can meet their bills as they pursue
llgiugh VJJeshlt;up their art.
Gary,;,";;e‘,).shoorﬁ York university’s writer-in-residence
Mike Korican Clark Blase said, “In 1978, I'll earn less
Elliot Lefko money from my writing than I did in 1968...
ten years ago there was a ‘national splurge’
Lawrence Knox and I got more for my stories”.
Greg Saville b :
Olga Graham Further criticizing the Canadian

publishing system of this decade, Blaise
relayed a past experience with one
publishing company.

After recently finishing a book, he took it
to a Canadian publisher, “but they turned it
away because they said they wouldn’t make
money on it. It was leter accepted by the
American publisher Doubleday but I found
the agencies here would not supply publicity
_J  for my book because it was published by an
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Pietro’s Pizza’s may be the biggest in town
for the money.

Thick with cheese - a blend of mozarella,
cheddar, romano and parmesan and so much

Dec. 16 | Return | Jan. 2

you won't need to order double.

for further
information please
contact:

CYSF or

CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES

TRAVEL SERVICE LIMITED
44 St. George Street Toronto

MSS 2E4 979-2406

Dec. 19 [Return [ Jan. 3

Fresh ingredients - like fresh picked mush-
rooms, special pepperoni, plus Pietro’s own
sauce recipe.

Phone now - and enjoy. WE TREAT
YOU
Present coupon at time of delivery SPECIAL

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

10% DISCOUNT
ON PICK-UP FOOD ORDERS OF $4.50 OR MORE OR FREE DELIVERY AFTER 5 P.M.
OPEN
Monday to Thursday 4 p.m. till midnight Friday & Saturday

4 p.m. till 1a.m. Sunday 4p.m. - 11 p.m.
TELEPHONE: 667-8282

1033 STEELES AVENUE WEST

(1 block west of Bathurst; Willowdale*
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ON ANY 3-ITEM PIZZA

Keele near Finch
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Enjoy a Pietro’s Pizza right away

PHONE 630-7525
FREE DELIVERY

REGULAR $5.50

*A00
only 4
AND YOU SAVE AN EXTRA 90° ON DELIVERY
CHARGE WITH THIS COUPON.

PIETRO'S PIZZA AND SPAGHETTI PARLOUR
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American company”. “The talent and the
market is here, but you’re up against a stone
wall from the start,”” he continued.

The aim of many beginning writers is to
get their works published anywhere they
can, thinking this will set them off on the
road to success.

But according to York professor Barry
Callaghan, ‘“this is a country in which it is
almost impossible not to get published.”
Between the Ontario Arts Council, the
Canada Council grants and the numerous
journals in the country, ‘‘we have become
the ‘yes’ country of all times’’, he added.

Callaghan pointed out that hordes of poets
and writers are being promoted because
they are Canadian, but ‘‘this is misleading”
about the talent we have here.

Atkinson professor Barry Callaghan

PIETRO’S

Keele at Finch
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