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Judging a book by its cover technique not only grants access 
to character information that a 
fixed narrator wouldn’t reveal, 
but it also allows us to sympa- 

botched by Brossard and R ends thize with the motives of both the
up being murdered. If any of this good and the bad guys. Moore’s

rating his surveillance of a war sounds familiar, that’s because it style produces real characters,
curious to read more of his work, criminal named Pierre Brossard. is. The opening, and the story but it can sometimes be confus-

All the necessary elements of a that follows, is pretty standard ing. 
spy adventure occur in the pages spy fiction. We have all seen this 
that follow. Brossard receives a type of story before, 
mysterious payoff; R follows

The Statement
Brian Moore 

Vintage Canada

BY NEAL GRAHAM I have never read anything by The Statement opens with an
Brian Moore before, but now, af- investigator, code named R 

1 must admit that I chose this ter having finished this book, I am 
book, The Statement, by its cover.

, nar-

Brian Moore jumps around in 
his writing as much as he 

Familiarity can be good. De- bounces around the world in real 
Brossard out of town by car; R spite its spy clichés, I thoroughly life. He was born in Belfast in 
ambushes Brossard outside a enjoyed reading The Statement in 1921, and served with the Brit- 
monastery in true secret agent the same way that I enjoyed ish Ministry of War Transport 
style; R’s murder attempt is watching episode after episode of during the Second World War in

the formula North Africa, Italy, and France, 
sitcom Perfect Following the war Moore worked 
Strangers.
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for the United Nations in Europe 
Moore's and in 1948 he emigrated to 

storytelling Canada. He has since moved to 
style is an California — I guess it is easier 
important to turn novels into films in the 
part of this Golden State. Moore can be cred- 
book. The ited with having 5 of his many 
role of nar- novels made into movies.
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Thursday April 10th E: The conclusion of The State-rator is fre- 

q u e n t 1 y ment is very predictable, but 
switched be- you’ll wait a long time before it 
tween char- happens. The last chapter is 
acters. This packed with action and is easily 
provides in- the most intense part of the en- 
t er e s t i n g tire book. Moore attempts to per- 
insights into suade us that the ending we 
many differ- expect, the happy ending, isn’t 
ent person- going to happen. This persuasion 
a 1 i t i e s , comes late and subsequently 
instead of fails. Moore should have been
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IA [iTT A

with MADHAT & CLEVELAND STEAMER $5
Saturday April 12th „

»PHONOCOMB $6
[FEATURING FORMER MEMBERS OF SHADOWY MEN ON A SHADOWY PLANED just giving a working to prepare us for the 

surface view, conclusion as the novel unfolded, 
Moore’s writ- rather than engaging the main 
ing style is characters in bouts of introspec- 
easily com- tion for much of the book, 
parable to 
the omnipo- The Statement do not outweigh 
tence of a the story itself. Brian Moore has 
movie cam- written an engaging novel that 

This is a worthwhile read.
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CANADA’S LARGEST AND BEST KNOWN RECORD STORE

“The most groundbreaking record of this new year comes from a 
Canadian four-peice rock band. Thrush Hermit have become innova­
tors with Sweet Homewrecker (Elektra)" - New York Press
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O WARNER MUSIC
CANADA http://www.warnermusic.caSAM THE RECORD MAN LOCATIONS:

Barrington Street • Parklane Mall • Halifax Shopping Centre • Sunnyside Mall • Mic Mac Mall


