
1 know that my position on thîs'issue is llkeiy to offend a good
ýhîny of You who stand by your traditional values. My intention is

ôt to denigrate those values. if you disagree wlth me fromaàper-
scinal standpoint, then consider that your own farnily relations are
q4ite Ilkely unique ih contrast to thse rest of Canadian society.

*The Canadian National Clearing House on Family Violence
r' ,Sýes atgat 1 out of 4 girls and 1 out of 10 boys will be sexual ly abused

Îore the age of 18. 75% of thse perpetrators wi Il be a fami ly f rend
or relative of thse victim.

*Mariages have almost a 50-!» chance of 'survival' and there
are over 56»00 single parent Canadian families - 47M00 of which
are headed by females.

*One in ten Canadian women are abused by their husbands ôr
live-in mates.

*The Aberta Child Protection Regîstry reported over 10,000
aliegations of child néglect, 3,448 allegations of-physical abuse, and
964 allegations of sexual abuse of children - last year.

*Federai Census Data indicates that 27 Canadian children
under the age of 14 took their own lives in 1984. Recent figures are
expected to be higiser.

We are bombarded, on a daily basis, by sickening media reports
'of wife beating, child molestations, and marital infidelity. A good
many of us wat to know what happened to the gond old days. WelI,
thse gond aid days are dead and gone and 'm not entirely sure what
was so good about them in the first place. Were sucis things as
mental cruelty and substanoe abuse any more acceptable when they
occurred behind clased doors? 1 doubt it - certainly !lot for the
countiess victims who suffered in silence over thse past few genera-
tions. The facts were no less horrible when we were ignorant of
:Ühem - they neyer are.

Those of you who are under tise impression that you and your
famliy slip through the cracks of thoSe dire statistics should do one of
three things:
1> Relax and count your blessings.
2) Take a mucis doser look at your own family situation.
3) Bury your heads back in the sand.

KaIhIeen Beechinor

Prison Peiâ-PaI
Dear Studerits:

1 amn presently confined at the Jackson State Prison and
I would be very grateful if 1 could perhaps establish a
-corespondence with anyone wlshing to do sa.

Please understand - just betause I'm in prison that
doesn't necessarily mean that l'un a criminal. We ail can
make a mistake and nobody is perfect. is God the only
one who fo!gives?

I hope it isn't considered presumptuous for a man of
low and humble station to venture to have a friend.

Aiphonso Hayes 179535
State Prson of Southern Michigan

4000 Cooper treet
P.O. Box E

Jackson, Michigan
49204

One man opposed
by Creg Whilng.

If tbe economy had been booming, it's entirely
possible that thse Aberta PC's could have won tise Iast
provincial election 81-1 or even 82-0. They didn't, but it
still makes for saone interesting speculation. What would
the opposition be like in a province where only one
non-governimentmember bad been elected? Let's watch
New Representative Liberal MIA Nick Marker in the
province of Atrebla and find out ...

Marker (ta officiai aide): Weil, once again, I'm off to
defend the interests of the downtrodden In this province
f rom the govemnment juggernaut that wants ta run over
their rights..

Aide: Don't get thrown out today, Mr. Marker.
Tbere's nobody there to complain about it.

Marker: Ves, I know. 1 think that was somewhat
justifiable yesterday, tisough .. . after ail, 1 did caîl the
premier a two-bit, penny-ante, lying, snake in the grass.

Aide: l'un sure he knew you didn't mean it persan-
alIy. Oh, and remember, you've got a fund-raising lunch
at the, Convention Centre today.

Marker. Rigbt. Wboops, i'm late. (Exits)
Marker eriters the legisiature. walks ta bis seat (the

government occupes bath benches and bas given the
opposition a T.V. tray at the end of tberotin across trom
thse speaker), removes tise cardboard cutout of himself
and turns off the tape player wbicb says "Oh, oh"« every
tblrty seconds. A gavernunent MIA is just finishing his

MIA:... .sbould make thirevaluable bill apart of the
laws of aur province.

Speaker:- Gentlemen, moit of you know that we
agreed yesterday that we would vote on this bill at 8:1 5
this morning. ft is now tisat time, so ... ail in favori

668 gvernunent MLAs: Ayel
Speaker: Ail opposedi
Marker: Nayl
Speaker:.Weii, tbat one was doser than usual, but

tise ayes have it once agan ...
Tbree and a hall isours later, the officiaI apposition

sesuhis tape player and ctout and leaves for lunch.
iewiks four blocks to bis officiai office ta meet bis

officiai aide- so that tbey cant drive ta tise Convention
Center In the officiai Studebaker.HFe is exbausted -thse
governrnent was debating acontroverglàl bUl <or at léast
as controversiaas isecouidmake #t> intie mornlng, and

he bad ta give every other speech. (And, at thse end of
tise debate, the government bad won the vote, 73-1)

Marker: Wbew. What a morning. 1 bope 1 canetiI
talk when we get tbere.

Aide: are you going back this afternoon?
Marker: No. Tbey voted ta recess for the day at

12:30. 'm glad tbey did it wben I was there instead of
waiting tili I Ieft. 1 guess my complaint gat tbrough to
somebody.

Aide: Oh, you mean tbe time yau complained
when they recessed for two weeks without telling you
and you had to go every day to see if they were back yet?

Marker: Yep. Oh, no, the officiai Studebaker bas a
flat!

Aide: Guess we'II have ta ride the officiai Transit
Company bus.

Marker: We shouîd lobby for a newer car. Tbis is tise
tisird time this montis.

(Marker rides ta the luncheon and arrives just when
he was scbeduled ta speak. He bas, however, forgotten
ta ask bis aide wbo be wilI be addressing, and tise aide
bad ta go ta tise'washroom and won't be back for
anotiser few minutes. There are two lunches this week -
one for tise Procrastinators' Society and one for tbe
Postal Union. Realizing that neither group could reason-
ably expect anyone ta be on time ta tiseir meetings, be
waits for bis aide.)

(Later)
Marker: And, once again, I would like ta tbank tise

chairperson and ail the other wonderful members of the
Procrastinators' Society for coming ta tisis luncheon..

Aide: <Wispers) Breakfast.
Marker: . .. er, breakfast today. Remember'ta vote

for tise NRL's in tise next provincial electiomi
Chairperson: Thank yau, Mr. Marker. If you want ta

donate ta tise NRL's, or become a meniber, cal Mr.
Marker's aide at 555-6758 - when ypu get around ta it.
(Aide ta Marker): I tbink I should teil you that the pre-,
mnier just joined aur group, so itmlghtbe a wbile tili tise
next election.

.. Marker- <sigiss) That figures. <To aide): How many
position papers do I have ta wtite thîs aftemnoon?

Aide: About a dozen.
,Marker: Weil, Iet's catch tise bus. Lfe ain't easy as

theoff dai opposition.
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