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Mius Is a passage from the war Moi ol, o
Geoffroylacksm Sr. the eveelts descrUir i
the fo#M'Ioýg excerpt took plac in A/ssen-
dreche, Hofand on Ocobr6, 1944(

... So Bdr. Andrews and his shift went on
pay-parade fitst, took over from my shit
early then stayed on duty. The. rest of us went
off to leave pay-parade and then came off
shift. The. dv.. of us, went down into our
dugout to sl4ave and clean up a bit. Whle the.
guns pounded away above us we stripped to
the walst, soshed water over ourselves and
tried to relax.

1 had my back to the dug-out entrance but
right opposite me was Gnr. Johnson wbo, of
course, was facing the entrance. 1 had fin-
ished and was proceeding to dry myseif
when Johnson suddenly stood still and said,
"What was'that?" I just looked at hlm -and
said the. obvious "What was whatr" He rep-
lied, "There was a swlrl of black smoke out
there whlch covered the entrance."-We
looked at each other for a long moment and
listened.

We could hear ti. otherguns firing dlown'
the. lin. but nothing from our own, Just
above us. ft se.med like minutes later but
was probably only seconds whén 1 dropped
my towei and ran up the dugout steps. The
scene there stunned me.

Our whole gun position was burnt bar.
and blasted black. The. point where the
explosion bad occured was dearly marked
by bli nes radiating away from the breech
of the. gun, 1k. sunrays in the. slryat sunset.

Standing there by mydugout.I çxuid se.
the bodi of my three gunners as they lay
scattered round the. gun, comrades who only
minutes before were talklng and joksn as
they served our gun.

The. layer, Gnr. Glasspole, lyhg several
feet in fropt oftiiun, had been cut almost
in two by ti.b at r. Andrews had bltan
arm and Gnr. vitale had WLtboth an ami

and a kg.They bot h d b.nblonbi
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th4 ay benwhipped a"- !Y-,yie,"
a~ nd 1éy athere in gpotei4ue »odtlkiis.

TheSunitsifwas badly damaged and out of
action.

It was cobvious wbat had happened. No
entemy sheU here.One of our own higiih.
explosive'shelis had exploded as the boys
were placing ht in the breech. It had been
what Is know ain gunner cles as "a preia-
ture," a round that explodes before kit s
expected to. Three of my boys lay dead in
iront of m.

1 stood tiiere, in a silence quit. foreign te
any gun position, tryang to appreciate the.
situation. 1 feit as though 1 weoe in a vacuum,
my sensés strongly affected] by the absence
of ekther sound or movement around my -
Sun. Tbeoewas nothlng left of M y position to
make either. 1 locked don the inetc, No. 3
gun wblch was still firng and saw miofa
them looking our way, even as tbey served
their Sun. TIiey had notlced the. smo;ke froin
the explosion.' The'thunder of theïr guns
only accented the. silence at ours.

Ater surveying the soen for a fëw Min-
utes, 1 got niyself in hand and walked across
the Troop position to inform the. OPO at the
Command Pms.

1Tblngs are a bit hazy for awhile ater that,
but 1 know that very soon the Regimental
2/c, the MAO, and half of RH-Q were on my
position, asking a lot of questions whlch 1
couldn't answer. t4ow king te* tayed l-
couldnt bazard a Suess, lbut eteinttially thèer,
seemed satisfidd.

Ashe was about toleave' the, 2Vc told me., t
to cover the bodes anddcean 1 p theare.
Accordlng to sorte of mnybûddies I1j*st
sbook my bead and replZ, ,GLtsomteane
else to do that, Sr," which b. evidenfly ditS. I
had nodesire to wal round my Sunposition
pklng up what wastleft of three ofmy men.
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