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AltaCo'n 83: A rtis
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'eo"les Mek SàthUrihg $0 crazie in one oomniIt's fun,
r".Iy fun." Tut'sh<w Bruce Thomson of Darkstar
CoIecabees r~ib r t ïAlta. Cou 83(the'Alberta

c*iccovention) teld lt at .dayand Sunday a he
Norhwoods Inn.

ThosS nd f' rmr al or ýè Snze
theé6nentýb an râ spntth lst six mfi*%

selec#ng an boèIkg hôtel space, hunting Up artists
and comic sçene personalities, plus generatly coor-
dinatipg a dozen or so private comîic dealers f rom B.C.
Albehja, Mnitoba, 6asktch#wan, *and as far away as
Moritana. Not to mention the quarter of a million comit
books dating as fur back as the 1930s, and 50 to 10Ô
thousand dollars that changed hards- in the two day

përiQd.

onlc.

COflhefllUn
i here was defrntely sornething for everybodys

tases, includirig comics rangng f rom Unride Scrooge to
'the last issue of the Funtastic Four to a guy dressed up inl
a Goria suit, The whole atmosphere of the do was
close to, that of acarnival, peoplewere there to have fun
first andi foremnost as verudors solti t-shirts and pocket
books, fans dressed up like favorite comic characters,
and people got autographs and sketches f rom their
frte artitts. Maybem and confusion were the order
of the day.

Nevétbelosswhlle, the, convention mrnlgbî have
bee 1 .11htheartedanti a diverthsement. comsccol-

îlng can be a very serioùs endeavour. lni fact according
to Steven Hefforth. acomic collector and dealer ut the
convestonrcomict are the third best collectables on the
mankets after stamnps and coins) and "are more stable
than stocks."

1 llctng can aso Ie very, profitable indeed, or as
Heiforthhimseif mentioned he bought an olti X-mren,

commc fo t y.l cenlts that aow s worth vr$0
Sems lucrie n'esýt pi

Bruce Thomson, Bill Murucick and a. close friend, of Lord Groystonie. We couton't figure out wWU1U
up to yôu readers.

Photos by
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Dave Sien Is the creator and artist for Cere&S
barbarlan aardvaark. Cerebus Is the only Cana
(created, drawn, -and publlsbed) cemlic around,
really mwes Ifs succeïs to direct sales out" tai
diehard group of fans wth a taste for a bit of un
comlc ad1veniture.ý

White Cerebus mnay not be everybody's ci
newsodnt it bai made great lttbads for-both Cana
comics andi viable direct sales in geierai.
Gateway: How diti you br*àk into the comic- mdi
Shn: Breaking into comics depends on what you wa
do, if yotà want te get into Marvel, or work regulart
any of the big comic groups or lîke ln my case b"
them.totally and go directly to the fans via the
sales stores.
Gatewa y:.,Are direct sales c omics -tàking ove'
industryî;
Sin: There are other books, but the basic focus ofv
going on now is-t hat the fans have very spqcific ta
Most of these fans are in their late 20's and 30's anc
looking for very specific stuif .This group is growin@
as the market gels more and more tired of the old
the cream of the comics will uise to the top.
Gateway: Why did you decide to pdblish Cen
yourself?
Sim- in the short term I1 could have made n<
working for the big comic publishers but in 'the
termn you get yourself in a situation of control if
publish yourself. And you need faith for the beginn
lots of faith - but you do get a sense of satisfactiono
it.
Gateway: Do you do any outside work.
SIm: I do some outside stuif, but flot a lot of it.
there's a certain e go satisfaction to do stuif for Ma
lt's something to do andl1just walk in the door an(
some work there. As far as longterm outside workE
no0, 1 just do stuff that's dif ferent that gives me a sen
doing different things.

Simt's'very different 10, access where things ai
going, there's still quite an intertia towards superli
If new stuif is going to, develop there's a long hist<
overcome, 86 hero tities compared to 3 or 4 othert
lt's like being Robert DeN iro who's popular witF
critics but who's last'three films die, white Revenl
the Jedi will pack people in. I'd rather be a littlI
commercial and ýdo what 1 want to do.

#'i Me die taxee cfa cold beer on a hot dc,,ý
but 1 oerton~iy cWt fflk >w have to get the gong

toew fthe ah couple of cases of beer just t0 celebrate
ftfort t.yulve had

~~ a bit of exeriseO

F*ath Sante et
Wenfftare ient-Ore socal

Caaa Canada

TFt*ltm8ay, Nb4Aenyi4r3,18 1'"
t *,~.4' ttNî * 1.4,

4 4'

's Who so 1t's 1

rs the
ýadian

3nd a
nique

àdian

ustry?
mnt 10
rty for
'-pass
direct

ýr the

what's
tastes.
d are
gl and
J crap

rebus

ioney
long
ifyou
ning -
outof

t. But
ýarvel.
d get
goes,
nse of

re
eros.

Dry to
titles.
th the
Ige of
lless

**************************************** *******1

4ýo 4i'm

1-

Gmeffly-

er 3, 1983


