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THE CITY BEAUTIFULEVERY little while some "City Beautiful" ex-pert cornes along and tells us what is wrong
with our 'cities. It is mostly a surprise to
us to learn that there is anything wrong

with themn. We have just nicely got into the habit
of showing strangers about them with a series of
"What do you think of that?" and "That's pretty
classy, eh ?" when Mr. Expert arrives and pro.
ceeds to talk as if we were very conscious, civic-
ally, of ingrowing ugliness and had sent him a
"hur.ry up"' cail to cojne and tell us how to soothe
the pain. However, there is no use disputung that
he usuaily does point out some minor defects which
certaunly could be helped a bit hy. lis prescription;
but where lie "falis down» is ini f ailung to appre-
ciate how super-excellent the whole effect is-iow
undoubtedly we have put together with careless
case the very fineat city on top of the earth. We
have been accustomed to "visiting conventios"~
which begin to gush over our wondrous achieve-
mient in artistic civic decoration whenever we tap
theni for an opinion. Wake a "visiting delegate"
up at midniglit, and he at once turns on the flow of
flattery. He will, however, do the saine for every
city which provides automobiles to carry the con-
vention about town. But the result is that we are
unprepared for criticism which does not start f rom
the fundamental f act that we have got the "effete
old world," and the envious new, "faded" for city-
building, even if a hypercritical person might dreani
of a fcw doubtful improvements.

IT ail remunds me of the way people were accus-
tomed to load me up, when young and innocent,

with the belief that Canadian cheese was the best
in the world. They said so, and they proved itby

Westmount. But, in any case, the resuit is alto-
gether delîghtful. Ottawa, however, is about the
only city in Canada which bas gone in deliber-
ately to make itsclf "a joy forever." I well re-
member my feeling of dclighféd surprise when-
after having spent niy life thus fÉar amidst the per-
fect work of utilitarianism-I first saw the Loyers'
Walk winding around the side of Parlianient Hill.
Here was something built at considerable trouble
and exçpense wholly for picasure. It was lovely,
and it was not useful. It was not the shortest road
to anything. Yet it was thoroughly lovely hung
amidst its shrubhery bctweesi thc sky. and the river.

Q UEBEC could not escape bcing a picturesque
and pleasing city. Natur e and the great

chisel of history made of it one of the most strik-
ing bits of romance-in-stone in the wor]d. More
and more is it coming into its own as the chuicest
shrine for thc pilgrims of~ beauty on this Conti-
nent; and these pilgrims get somnething of a fore-
taste of its delights if they tarry for a day or two
in Montreal, and choose with discrimifiation what
there is to see. Montreal is blessed, too, with a
splendid situation. Its river front and its natural
terraces rising up to the Mounitain, have given its
builders an opportunity seldom equalled; and some
of them-far tou f ew of them-have taken advan-
tage of it. Utility, however, and the haphazard
methods of this Continent have donc their level
best to spoil it ahl. Toronto-savc for a gem or
two, such as the western wîng of University Col-
lege, and the settung of Osgoode Haîl-is content
with achicving the pastoral beauty of a small town.
It prides itself on being a "city of homnes," which
chiefiy means a city of garden spaces; but it has
turned its chief architectural features over to the
boaster and the utilitarian. The City Hall is one
big, bullying, brag that Toronto is rich and doesn't
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Last of the Patres.

y eliose 1juring Mec 44 years sïnce Canadian Confedera-
chd ne tion, thiere bas been only~ one amendment of an

they can important eharacter, and that came without friction
and.to thc satisfaction of cvcrybody. I say to Sir

MAN. Charles Tupper, in your name and mine, 'Wcll
done, good and faithful servant.' "

0f course eminent Canadians of both political
parties werc in the audience whîdh wittiessed thc
unvciling of the tablet. But these mcei forgot forthick of the moment that they were Liberals or Conserva-

,host of memories and speculations thé doughty Tory
baronet must have indulged the Iast few days. Sir
Charles shook hands with dozens of faithful hench-
men from overseas, who helped him fight his batties
in the Dominion in' other days; hie read in the
London Times of the seventeen Premiers g athered
in Imperial discussion in Downing Street; hie viewed
the crowning of another King-who is as mucli
King of Canada as hie is of. Englanid. Indeed, in
one month in London,,Sir Charles saw the modern
machinery ofý the great British Empire exposed;
no doubt as hie watched the smooth-running of the
parts, this great Canadian statesman felt'the pride
of a workman, conscious of' the efficacy of his
contribution to the whole.

One incident occurred during Coronation week
in which Sir Charleswas the central figure. That
was the ýunveiling of the memnorial in memnory of
Caniadian Confederation at the Westminster Hotel,
in the very heart of Lfondon. It was in a sense
one of the most dramnatic episodes of Coronation
week. Here in this very ror, almost haif a cen-
tury ago, gathered a group of men who smoothed
away the final obstacles, which threatencd the fed-
eration of the Oanadian Provinces into the Do-
m]inion, which is the wonder of the twentieth cen-
tury.

The Fathers of Confederation to-dlay are but a
cherishcd memory. The old picture of them
gathered about a table, the mural pride of many
a Canadian farmi house-well the modern Canadian
school-boy needs a key to pick them out. Sir
Charles Tupper is there. Hc alone of the Fathers
remauns to us. No doubt lic has changed since the
picture was taken-but in appearance only. Sir
Charles Tupper is now an old man. Ini years hie is
ninety. But in spirit hie is the saine old Dr. Tupper
of Nova Scotia. Those who were so fortutiate to
hear him at the Westminster Palace the other day
will neyer forget the scene. Around him were
seated the leadixig men of the Empire. Sir Charles
arose to speak. Te fash of the warrior was there
in his cye, the saine challenge of the "Blue-nose"
was in his voice, as in vehement, dcclamatory sen-
tences hie declared his faith ini the future of the
Canada lie had helo)ed -so mucli to hnlild


