
CAN.ADIAN COURIER,

R ECIPROCITY has been defeated and inciden-tally the Conservatives will corne into power.
Perhaps sonie people wottld prefer tb say that

the Conservatives have corne into power and reci-
procity lias béen defeated. Personally, I prefer the
first ,way. If it had not been for the question of
reciprocity, the Government of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
would not have gone to the country for another
year, and even then they niight have pulled through
another election. They had been fifteen years in
power, but the personality of their leader was stili
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the West. This is an cxaggeratin. There is no
doubt, however, that his straight hitting did niuch
to line up bis somnewhat disunited forces, in the re-
gion where reciprocity was most popular. He inade
a good campaigni of it, and for the first time in his
carcer lie won some repiutation as a figliter. ,The
people adniired what they thought was a "forlorn
hope" tour.

S IR WILFRID) LAURIER ret.urned and Parlia-'
nient was again called together. Both sides
were more decided than ever. It was soon

discovered that no business could be donc. Thc
Opposition was deterniined to fight it out and c~om-
prom~ise was impossible. Parliament sat for a f ew
days and suddcnly one Saturday noon the announce-
nient came that Parliament had been dissolved and
that a g encrai election would be held on September
2lst. Each leader issucd a mnanifesto and the real
battle was in sight.
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The simple fact is ýthat Can ada got frightened, and
the Canadians voted -to preserve their niationality
and British connection. It niay have been unreason-
able, but that is what occurred.

N Quebec, the situation was somewhat differentIfron that in the other provinces., The Na-
ýtionalist party, under Bourassa, were opposed

to -Sir Wilfrid Laurier because of the, Canadian
navy measttre. This element and the regular'Con-
servatives practically joined forces. It was termed
an "unholy alliance,"' and no doubt it was in a poli-
tical sense. The Nationalists' elected some eight
members, the Conservatives nineteen members.
Undoubtedly the Conservative vote helped in the
Nationalist constituencies and the Nationalist vote
helped in the Conservative constituencies.

HE largest turnover was in'Ontario and Que-Tbec. In the Maritime Provinces the Liberals
had their representation reduced from 26 to

20. In the four Western Provinces the Liberals
had 17 hefore and have 18 now. In Quebec, the
combination against themn gave theni 36 seats in-
stead of 54. In Ontario the Iandslide reduced their
representation from 36 to 13. The Liberals have
a majority of 5 in the Maritime Provinces, and a
niajority of 2 in the West, but the Conservatives
and Nationalists have a snajority of 52 in Ontario
and, Quebec. The Conservatives and Nationalists
have thus a combined majority of 45. Without the
Nationalists the Conservative niajority is 29. This
will be increased by the deferrcd election s.

N OW that the smokc of conflict is beginning to
clear away, Canadians can discern clearly
one coniforting fact-that ecd of the con-

tending forces has a leader worthy of a great con-
test. Followers and opponents are assured that Sir
Wilfrid will make a cheerful and Pýrirefi11 ln',i.r


