
CANADIAN COURIER.

SYNOPSIS- Rarcher Witham waa in bard
luck in the early flsys of the Canadian West.
Two bar-ests bad been frosted and bis banker
would take no0 further risks. Then cornes
Lance Courtborne, a- cattie "rustier" and
wbiskey smuggler, witb an offer of a hundred
dollars if Witlxam will ride Courthornes black
,charger clown to Montana so as ta tbrow the-
Police off Courthorne's trail. Witharn, facing
siarvatiOfl, accepts.

Witbamn dons Courthorne's cap and coat and
starts on bis long ride, A trooper accoats
hhn, but lie refuies to stop. In tbe mean-
titne Trooper Shannon is trapped by Cour-
tborne, wbo bas a grudge against him, and la
abat. Trooper Payne takes u p the chase and
Courtborne, cornered, disappears tbrough tbe
thin ice of the river. Payne thinka it waa
Witham wbo went tbrough tbe ice, and this
tristake is the basis of subsequent eventa.

Maud Barrington, intended as the sole in-
lheritor of 43eoffrey Courthorne's property at
Silverdale, arrives at the homne of ber uncle,
Col. Barrington, front wbomn sbe learns some-
wbat concernlng the career of Lance Cour«
thorne.

Witban, traveling as Courtborne acrosa the
border, la trailed by United States troopers,
who suspect bim of being Courthorne, and are
realy to arrest hini as sean as they get ne-
cessary instigation front the Caniadisn police,
At the outpost he bears front the officers thse
story of the aupposed Wîtham's disappearance
in the river an d bis sbooting of Trooper
Shannon.

CIIAPTFER VITI.
Witham Cornes to Silverdale.T IERE were warrntl and hriWht-O

ness in the cedar-boarded, general
rooxa of Silverdale Grange, snd

most of the eornpany gathereà there

was sombre, and the garment she liad
leughed et as a compromise, lef t uncov-
ered a narrow strip of ivory shoulder
and enlianced. the polisheu, whiteness, of
ber neclc. A siender string of pearis,
~geamed softly on the satiy skin, but
Maud Barrington wore no other adorn-
ment and did not need it. She had in-
herited the Courthorne comeliness, and
the Barringtons she sprang from on ber
father's aide hadý aiways -borne the
stamp) of distinction.,

A yvoung girl set at the piano singing
iii a thin, reedy voice, while an English
lad wvaited witli ill-econcealed jeelousy
of a *too officious companion to turn
over the music by ber side. Other men,
mostiy young, with weather-bronzed
faces, picturesque in emhroidered deer-
sikin or velvet lounge jackets, were scat-
tered, about the room, and ail were-
waiting for the eight-o'clock dinner,
which repiaced the usuel prairie supper
et Silverdale. They were growers of
wheat who combined a good deeal of
amusement with e littie flot very profit-
able farming, and nost of tliem pos-
sessed a large share of insular Englishi
Prilde and a somewhat depleted ex-
chequer.

Presently lIane crossed over, and set
dowan by Colonel J3arringýton. "You are
sulent, si,, anti not looking very well
to-niglit," hie said.

Barring-ton nodded gravely, for lie had
a respect for the one mnan wlie oeees-
sionally e-poie plein trutli _o hlm. "The
fact la, 1 amn growving old,7 lie said, and
thien edtled, wijtb what was, only an ap-
parent ladl of connýexion, '"Wheat i8
down tliree cents, andi money tigliter
thian ever.",

Daneý looketi thouglitful, and, noticed
the oider man's glane ln bis niece's
direction, as lie said, "I ama afraidi ttea'e
are diflienît times before us."

"I have no donlit we sgll wea.ther
thiem as we ha e done befo-re," said the
Colonel. "Stili, I can't help atimitting
th'at just 110w 1 feel-a little tired--and

- -m- i t hink wp, slould

in Courthorne's character."
Neither said anything further, until

there was a tapping at the door, and,
thougl this wns a most unusual sper-
tacle on the prairie, a trim English muid
in wliite-banded dres stood in, the open-
ing.

"Mr. CourthoTlne, Mis& Barrington,"
she said.

Now Silverdale lied ado'pted on West-
ern eustom, in that no0 chance guest was
ever kept waiting, while the stilIne8s
was very suggestive, when, a mnan ap-
peared in the doorway. He wore one of
the Seandinavian leather jackets which
are flot; uncommon in that country, and,
when his eyes had become accustomed
to the light, moved forward witsh a
quiet deliberation that was character-
ized, neither by graceful ease nor the re-
strain, of embarrassment. lus face was
almnost the uolour of a Blackfoot'e, his
eyes steady and grey, but those of the
mien who watched lm were xiext m51-
rnent turned uiponi the C-olonel's sister,
whio rose to receive him, slight, silver-
haired, and faded, but stili stamped
witli a simple dignity thut her encient
suis and lace curiously enhancedý. Then
there was a silence that could be felt.

Witham,. as it happened, feit this
too, and something more. Lt was cight
years since lie bed stood before an En--
iisli lady, and lie surmised thet there
could not ie snany to compare with this
one, w'bule after his grimn, lonely life
an intangible some4hiling that seemed to
ernanate from hier gracious serenity
compelled his homage. Then as she
smiled at him and heild out lier band,
hie was for a moment sensible of an
almost overwhelming 'confusion. Lt
ijassed as suddenly-, for this was a mani

a

to a curious impulse,
ssed the little withered

raid, "to thanli you for
ioes not match my poor

ariling beside lis leader,
ss grow a trifle les
,es. "It la in the blood,»
nd, but Dane heard hlm
'cmnexbered it.
wile Miss Barriagton
in the stranger to lier
7eoey long time since you
e, Maud, and, thougli I
ar well, I amn less for-
tbis is our first meet-
«I wonder if you stilI

iece."
t had been gratifled by
.andi was &bouit to ven-
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