
FOREST INFLUENCES.
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At the presenit time much is being said and written concern-
tg the forest. Forestry problems include a consideration of
)rest management, of the forest as a resource, and of the forest

a condition. The Iast question, the forest as a condition,
)tnprises the subject of this paper, and upon this subject I shail
'y to present the best information 'available.

Dr. Fernow states this question topically, as follows:

The forest exerts an influence
I. Uppn the climnatie condition within its own limits and

,yond.
II. Upon the distribution and character of the waterflow.

III. Upon the mechanical condition and erosion of the soit
'der its cover.

I. The climatic influence of the forest is, conjecturaIty, four-
ld: (1) Upon the temperature of the air and of the soil; (2 ) upon
LUds and storms; (3) upon evaporation and the huniidity of
.e air;, (4) upon the precipiatio-~rain and snow. I say con-
cturally, for the influence of the forest tipon precipitation is by
means established, or generally admitted.

Control of Temperature by the Forest.

The forest exerts its influience upon temperature by reason,
incipal1y, of the tree.-crowns. These shiade the ground and
event the heat of the xnid-day sun from having its full effect;
nWersety, the same crowns check the radiation of heat from the
rest soil and air at night and in winter. Thus, the maximum

nprtures within the forest are lower than those in the open,
"iethe minimum temperatures are somewhat higlier. In sum-
er thklwering of the maximumi is mnuch greater than the rais-

9 fteminimum. In wlnter the extremnes are about ecjualv


