= CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TG THE

COPIES of all CORRE:PO\TDENCE betv.een Her \Iajesty s (zovernment and the
Provincial Government of Canada, in refercace to the G vovm‘mcn of MAILS
between this Country and British North America :—And, of an Annnnss to
Her Majesty, voted by the Parhamem of Canada, on the mme subxect. T

9A2gust; 185?3} - B ‘ G F. FQRTES,CUE'« :
S No. | COPY of a DESPATCH from the Secretar} of State to Govemor
Secretary of § State ‘ Sir Ec[ﬂnmd Head, Bart ‘
- 'to Governor Sir . ‘
.. -E. Head, Bart. -~ (No. 53.) ‘ : .
sNov. 1Bss. b ‘ ‘ L
- ‘ Sir, : Dowmng—street 5 November 1850.,

1 TRaNSMIT heremth the copy of a Ietter from the Assistant Secretary: to the

- Postmaster General, forwarding 2 notice, of which:I also enclose a ‘copy,
announcing that unpaid letters to Canada will henceforward be sent by the.
Bl;txsh g)aﬂ packeb unless othermse dlrected and prepald Iettets by the route.
indicate ‘ ;
1 request that you. w111 cause thls announcement ‘to be made known'mj
‘Canada; and I have at the same time earnestly to. commend to the considera-

_ tion of your Council the observations in the accompanying letter from:ithe
~ General Post Office, on the subject of the loss sustained by that department in
consequence of the mode of postal communication with this country,. wlnch’
now adopted by the Government of Canada. . :

I bave, ke
(sxgned) G. Grey

Enclosure in] \o. 1.

Sir, ‘ ‘ ‘  General Post Oﬂice, 29 October 18a5.

1 am directed by the Postmaster General to request that you will draw the a.ttentxon/ f
“the Secvetary of State for the Colonies to the following statement:— |

The earnings of our mail packets between this country and North Amencn, whxch wer
‘even before qult.e insufficient to defruy the expense of the service, have of Iate be n:
much reduced.

One of the main causes of this umatzsfactory state of" thmrrs is, tlmt the: corre3pondenc
between this country and Canada, which was formerly conveyed by British packeta exclusively
.except under. speciul directions to the contrary, has of ]a.te been: desp'ltcbea both'way by
- the first packet, whether British or American. .

This has arisen from the withdrawal in the alternite weel.s of the Bntxsh packets hi

_ led the Canadian post-office, first to make use of ‘the United States packets, v Lwerpool

~for its outward unpaid.correspondence—u change: made: without' any communication: with
this office; und shortly aftemarda to: press -upun. szcount Canmnv to adopt* the isam

- gourse..
- This .xlteratmn has w;thdnwn 0 many letters: fxom the Brmah pacI.eLs that 1oy
“loss from this cause alone cannot be estimated.-at less, than about'8,000/; a loss, it mus
be observed, which falls ent.rely upon the British Government, since the Canadian
ment makes no direct contribution to the support of the packets.. The Canadiaii'p
indeed, ingtead of sharing the loss, even derives some advantage: from the chany
receives one penny more for its inland rate in the one case.than. 1n‘the ‘othe

The receivers. of letters, however, in both countiies suffer by the change, s he
letters conveyed by the United States vackets is one shilling and jtwo {pence :wams ei

3 (except

Iti

: ,:Ene'l. in No. 1.

pence on those conveyed by British pacl\cts ‘the higher: Tate’
which it.is prepaid) of ‘course fdllmg on the receiver of the: lette
_is thus despatched a: week earlwr, but tlns adv'mt.we was always open.
. directing accordingly.” L I
. -The ])u'ller rate has natu y~ e\cue'] especm dlSSd
}the practice of 'the Canadian’ post-omce, unpaxd;slé tet
ckets, even though: epe ally:directed to:be sent by British




