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UNIVIERSITV CONSOLMIDATNION.

W HEN tlie gond citzons nf Kingston became, aware
nf the nature of the prnposed schemo of confeder-

atiori, an intinentral committe0 was at once appornted bo
take stops t0 find out [lie uîiid nf the cîtizons on tlie
subject, etc., as vvell as that cf the graduates a lieue-
factors at large. A circular was draîvri up. aud seul [o
the graduatos of [lie Province sud t0 [lie runt prorainent
frienda nf the colloge asking thoîn to) attend a public meet-
ing for the discussion of the question, or, if unablo no be
prescrnt at [lie meeting, to send ru their opinion on tlie
prnposed measuro, and its effect ou Queens. A more
spontaneous, decisive, sud unanrmous opinion was por-
bapa nover gîvon on any public question.

Thle public meeting was calleti for February 9 th, in the
City Hall, Kingston, and sîthougli the niglit was very
aloi my. the large hall nas packed 'as miglit have been the
case at a poîrîrcal meeting, sud thie rust intense interest
was manîfest. Amoug thoso on the platforni were :Dr.
Grant, Ottawa; judge McDnld, Brockville; George
Gillies, Gananoclue; Dr. Moore, Birockville; jas Rey-
nolds, Brockvrlle; Dr. Parker, Strrlrng; John Carrolliers,
B1. M. Britn. Q. C.;, Dr. Bnîrller, M. P. P., Stirlinîg,
R. T. Walkem, Q. C,, G. M. Maccdonnell, Q. C., John
Mclntyre, Q. C., jas MetCalfO, M. P. P., Ex-Mayors.
Carson, Grldersleeve, Gaskirl, L1ivingstnn; Revs. \V. B.
Carey, M.A., and T. \V. IvcCuaig ; Professor Carr Barris
R.M.C, ; a nurbor of Aldermen, arnd a large number of
moercliaus sud professionsi mon.

Mayor Smyîlie was caiied 10 [lie chair, sud A. P.
Kuiglit was appointed secretary. The mayor made the
oponing speech. He xvas a graduato of Toronto Univer-
sitY. Hoe lad lieard that the confodleration shomne orma-
nated fromu it, but lie was nI prepared to aïmit that snrcl
was the case. At any rate lie was prepared to assert [bat
ho wss opposedI 10 the grnuping of the unîversitios in one
Place. The sclieme was uufair 10 tho whole Province,
sud especraliy to Kingston sud ils vicinity.

The Secîetary of [the ineeting tlior read letters iromn
those unabie 10 lie presout, sorne of which are subjoined,
after whicli Dr. James A. Grant, of Ottawa, mioved:
That this meeting, ns lied 10 consider a scliemo recently
Proposed 10 the Provincial Goverrrmont by whicli the
eitiug universitros and coilegos may lie formed into a
cOrifederation at Tornto, believes, that tlie best'systemn
Ofpromoting univorsity educatron is [liat whicli causes the
Most germerai diffusion of sucli education in an efficient

I'rsuer amng [ho people, sud cvhicli devzlops the lai gest
amoulnt of private aid for île Support, and Iliat [liese
objecta are best socured by the esmablialiment of universi-
lies in local centres, instead of concentrating ail in one
locaiity. Dr. Grant in speakmig [n thie motion ssid Iliat
in lis opinion the eclieme wouid not meet tlie require-
mneula of tihe people. Queen's hld a proud position sud
she was kîîown wlierever [lie telegrapli wrres extended 10.

(Cheers.) The people of the Ottawa Valley were deeply
iuterested ru lier, sud lie represented Iliat valley, wliero
there 'vero liordreds wbo would lrked 10 have came to
Kingston to attend the meeting, Hle not ouîy represented
thle Protestants of tlie Ottawa Valley, but lie was backed
by the Catholics as weil, whicli was a moat hiappy and
desirabie hlending on the subject. (uheers). Afler ro-
ferring 10 thie position of Qneeti's willi a hoad wlio wvas thie
Carlyle of 10 day, sud 10 lier graduales [lirougliont the
1OOnlry, tlie speaker said lie feit antre Iliat the selieme in
a great mesro would prove an abnortion (Applanso). It
cooild no lie carried oul ru tlieory. The people dlown
here wora a strong, able sud prosperous people, and al
lriey wauted was tlioir riglits. (Cheers). Boîli Cathliic
sunf Protestant Say that Qîteen's muet stay, aud stay she
ShOuid, sud go ou iucreasiug ini prosperit>, tilI she becomos

the most prosperous universitY in tlie country. (Cheers).
Mr. Gen Gillies, manufacturer, of G;ananoquIte, agradu-

ate, seconded the motion; lie sard the Provincial U5ni-
versity desired confedieration, and sirniply liecauie Queen's
was becoming lier great rival, and xvas liliely, ni te course
of a few years, [0 sut pass it. (flear, hear.) lile could
flot see why ail the higli schools in a couiity should nl,t be
centred ru one toon if ail the colleges in a Province
should be centred iir one city. (Applause.) Many were
like liim ; they \%oun1  not have receivel a coîlege educa-
tinr had Queen's no been convenrient to tliem. He liked
the e-îea of college competition, said it wss fruitful of gond,
because ilie institution which surpassed the others in
gond management and iustrnctiou would get the students
and gel the favor of the people.

Rev. W. B. Carey, M.A., a graduate of Trinity ('ollege,
Toronto, was the next speaker. He thouglit Toronto
University favored coufederation because il was essen-
tially necessary rn order [0 secure lier more funds, and
because lier frieuds woîrld not p)ut their hsnds in ther
pockets as [ho friends of Queerîs liad dlonc. He claimied
that the people of Eastern Ontario should stand by
Queen's and grve Irer the plamce she ricirly merrîs. (pro.
louged cheeriug.)

1. H-. Metcalfe, M.P.P., said tlie question was divested
of aIl political consîclerations. FI-e continuied that lie
liad called at Toronto a meeting of parliamenîary rnema-
bers of flie eastern part of the prnvrnce, and they felt
satislled that Queeu's slioud clie lefr as she was. (Hear,
hear.) As far as lie could lesrn tie meml)ers were
opposed [o [the removal of the institution [o Toronto.
There were a few members in [lie Flouse wlin were unde-
cided iu the matter, but lie xvas sure that, after sucli a
grand meeting, tliey wvould nu longer lie ru donlit.

J udge McDLonald, of Brockvrîe, rnoved the next resolu-
lion :That tis meeting is of opinion that [the oxistiug
nrversities can attain success witlinut the prnposed
expenditure of furtlie -publrc moucys,' and [liat a gener.
nus rrvalry betvocen these institutrons in regard 10 tlie
amount nf th'ir private endowrnents, the ecnnomy nf
their adminiustrationr, and the numuber aud attainments nf
their students, will meel the wauts of Ontario in regard
to higlier educatron. sud produce more permanent gond
than prescrnt LegislatiVe aid. Having passed the prevrous
resolution ho cnnceived it [o lie absurd [o underýake t0
convince the People nI a point on which lliey lîad already
been convinced. Ho relaled the loss wlich the removal
of tlie coîlege to Toronto would involve, aud pointed to
thie breecli of farîli whicli vould also) be irîcurrecl. Toronto
could nul offer sny advantage which would hasten thie
change. Qoeen's liad. lad very mauy drîficulties in the
past sud slie was able to suruunt [lie present criais,
and speaking for Esteru On tarin lie was bound to say
she would ho groslly irîjtred by tlie confedieralion of
achools if Queen's participateci in the samie. The young
men east of Kingstn, or perliaps nf Brockvrlle, would go
t0 McGill, in preference 10 any Toronto College. The
confedleration scheme lie strougly dennunced, because lie
feit that Quoen's would hocome careless and lose ils
identity.

Judgo Price explsined what ho understond by the
college confodieration achemne-firar concentration terri-
torially, and [lien collegiate absorption, He tonk lis
hearers back 40 yoars to the timne the college wss founded,
aud touclied upon the facts in ils positionu. Queen's was
in a botter position 10 dayv than she ever was, sud she is
botter supportedby the poi)ple. To lis mind the selieme
now suggostej moant retrogressin, and the people nf the
Est could have nothing to do wvith il. Il wvas the doîx
of the govorrumoint to educale the masses up to a certai'n
point, but it xvould ual spend the public mney in fitting
young men for the professions nr for the varins tradl es


