
MASSEY'S ILLTJSTRATED.

Octobcr let has the chance of winuing the elegant
Toronto Mower, to ha exhibitcd at the T1oronto
In<lustrial Exhibition, or a Sharp's Rake, or one of
two other valuabie prime. Wc venture to say that
the paper itseif je weli worth tif ty cents a ycar, as
the letters we have already referred to abundantly
prove, and when to thie je added the chance of win-

ning one of the costly prizes we bave mentioned, it
weuld be foily for anycne not te become a eub-
ecriber. We hope te see our efforts appreciated
before October let by a lsrgely increased eubscrip-
tion liet.

THE appsiling disaster at Johnstown, Pa., by
which a whole town wae aimost wiped out of exist-
ence snd between four alid five thousand lives lost,
je without paraliel on this continent. It wae
thought ut first that the bass of life would reach
fifteen thouaa, but this has happily turned out
te be an exaggeration. The lose te preperty je
eetiinated et about thirty million dollars. What
led to the dieaater can be briefly told. Conemaugh
Lake, fourteen miles above Johnatown, had been
built into s reservoir for fishing purposes by a
number of wealthy men who, called themselves the
South Fork Fisi.ing and Hunting Club. It seeme
that warnings had beau given fromn time te time
that. unlese repaire were made te strengthen the
breastwork there wonlld be an outbreak, but these
wvamnig3 were unheeded. About five o'clock on
the eventng of Frlday, iMay 3lst, the dam of the
lake.gave way, and the immense volume of water
began a mad rush of death sud destruction down
the Conemnauëh valley, sweeping everything before
it. The details of the disaster were heartrending.
To sdd te the horror of the scene the dry timber of
semns of the house took fire from the overturned
stoves, and human beinge8 who had escaped a
watery grave were roasted aive. The cry for help
te the homelese and destitute survivors wae quickly
aud nobly responded tu>, not only by sister cities
but by cities in the Dominion and United King-
dom, thus evidencing the brotherhood of man. A
few daysi a8go we were favored with a visit from
Mr. Donald, a representative of the Gautier
Steel Departmeut of the Cambria Iron Company of
Jehnstown, who stated that out cf 1,500 men
employed in that department oniy 500 had reported
themacîves sfter the flood. The Gautier Steel
Departmieut wae entirely wiped out of existence,
the hesvy anigines sud roliing machinary, aven te
the foundation cf the works, being swept away.
Their lose will be over one million dollars. Mr.
Donald had -the good fortune to be away from
Jobnstown et the time cf the disaster. When he
returnod, three days afterwards, the ecene cf daso-
lation that met hiB gaze, as far as the eye could
reacb, was indescribable. The Gautier Steel De-
partaient furnished the Massey Manufacturing
Company with ovar 480 tons cf celd roiled eteel,
nearly one-third cf the enermous qusntity of steel
that will be used in the manufacture cf the Maasey.
Toronto machines for the season cf 1889.

A RECENT despateli te the daily press gave an
account cf the arreet cf thrce young lads, sons cf
respectable families in Sackville, N.B., who were
chargea with committing a series cf burgiaries and
petty larceniea, aud it was etated that the minda cf
these young lads had been poiscned by reading
dime noveis sud other baneful works. Somnething
cf a siuilar kind occurred in Streeteville, Ont., the
othar day, and in Toronto two brothers, who hsd
received a good education snd had been well
brought up, wereasrrested for burglary aud shoot-
ing with lntent te kili. What muet lie the feelings
cf the parents and friends cf these youthful crimi-
nais? 'By thefr unlawful acta they have not only
haaped. degradation and diegrace upon themÉelves,
but have covered their f riends with a mantle cf
sorrow and shame. It bas bisen asserted-and we
beliave it te be true-that with a large number cf
criminels the seads of crime have beau planted lu
the youthful main by readinçr trashy sud Ben-
sational literature. In a majority cf this clue of
books virtue je scoffed ut, deceit snd lying are
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pisccd before honesty and truth and crime je
glorified. But there is another clase of books
whichi are most pernicieus in btheir tandency. We
refer te the namby-pamby Sunday echool bocks,
whcre an jdsa cf perfection is pregented that je
unattainable. When the reader contraste hie or
bier owu life wvitli that prcsented by the idealists it
seemns base sud inferior. Cbldren are discouraged
by the infallibility cf these unattainabie modele-
they dwarf the aspirations cf the average child,
repress ambition and demoralize effort ut improve-
ment. It je te be wisbed that this pernicicus per-
fection cf character presented by the writers cf a
large number cf Sundsy echool bocks should cease.
It is creating faise hopes and iyoducing the dainag-
ing reacticu among tbe young who are striving te
climb te the summit cf the lofty heights. Perfect
in appearance sud manuers as arc msny cf these
good boys, they are weak as exampies cf imitation
-tbey are spinelees sud goody-goody te au extent
that oughit to nauseate the moral appreciaticu cf a
healtby, natural boy. We (Il eot wish it te be
inferred that we are asserting that ahl Sunday
echool bocks are cf this kînd; but we have ne basi-
tation in saying tlîat a good miany cf thema are, and
it would bc a stop iu tbe right direction te, takre
thora frcm the church iibrary shelves and hurn
tbem. Parents cannot ho tee careful cf the bocks
ti ey allow their children te read. As a writer in
«ced Heoeilh sys: "1It is as natural for cbiidran
te ferrm badl habits hi reading as in aniything else;
good habits come ouly by cultivaticu. While ail
may net be able te read every bock befere their
cbjîdren read it, they may he able te judge cf its
quality. There are many they may know hy the
sentence alrcady passed upon chem by those whcse
,judgment is excellant, and there are certain authors
whom they know they can trust. But wishy-
wsy, disterted Sunday secheol taies (and there
are many church library shelves heaped higli with
them), stories cf girls who are cruelly misunder-
stcod aud insppreciated by their parents, sud cf
boys who have sought the wilds cf t he West rather
than endure the restraints sud discipline cf home-
anything cf an unnaturai, unlifelike and overdrawn
character-anything leaving wrong impressions
sud fostering wilful and aggrieved spirits-is
harniful, if net vicicus, sud, as yen value the
happinese and weifare cf your child, should he
ccnsigned tc the flames as quickly s a dime noveI
or a bawdy leafiet. "

WE have several times drawu attention te fraude
practised ou farmere by glib-tongtied rascals. Mr.
Blne, the energetic secretary cf the Ontario Bureau
cf Industries, bas alec had his eye ou these gentry,
sud reccntly sent out questions te the regular cor-
respondents cf the Bureau on the subject, sud lias
now issued a bulletin giving iu au interesting sud
succinct forma the resulte cf the replies, lu it hie
sys : " «The replies te, questions sent out by this
Bureau regsrding fraude on farmeme atteet the
timeiness cf the enquiry. In fact, the auswers
received, would iead te, the conclusion that the
rural population cf the province je etiil reckoued as
good prey by certain glib-tongued sud unecrupu-
loue feilowe who are tbriving on the ignorance,
vanity or cupidity cf their victime. But, on the
other baud, tlîe replies aise show that the farmers
are beceming well lnformed regarding the opera-
tiens cf the swindlers who infest the townshbips,
sud whilo this knowledga bas semetimes beau
bought by a costly aud painful exparience, more
frequontly it lias heen gleaned fromt the warning
coluinus cf the press cf the province, wbich lias
doue good service in expesing fraude on agricul-
tumistes. With the exception cf the notoricue eeed
wbeat sud est swindles, there appears te have
beeu a marked ialiing off in the number cf fraude
p ractisied ou farmers dtiring the puat two yeare.

eovertbeleee, aseystema cf deception sud roguery
has been brouizht te light which it is the purpose
cf this bulletin briefly te describe." This he pro-
ceede te do, dealiug particularly with the local
agent racket, the hay-fork swindle, patent relier,
fanning mille, lightuing rode, patent riglit agencies,
nursery ageuts, tricks cf agents, shioddy peddlare,
bogue jewellery, bock agents, foui, seed, green
goode, prcmissory note trick, a marriage gains,
conditional sales cf chattelsan sueeed grain ewmndle.

Regarding the extent of the fraude hie eays:
"O0wing to the indefinite nature of the reports
received on the subject and the extreme reticence
of those who have suffered by imposition, it la
almost impossible to foi-n anything like a correct
estimate of the exteut to which frauda have been
perpetrated in the province. The reports generally
tend to show that Df late a heavier lasg has beeu
sustained in the castera than in the western count-
ties. This may bie attributed te the fact that the
statements called for wvere to embrace only such
fraude as had been cominitted during the past two
years, andl it appears that in the majorîty of cases
the western counties were 1 worked' prier to that
time, while of late the eastern oce have been
receivng the larger share of attention. Thus,
while in some localities fraude have been extremely
rare, In others they have extended to severai
thousands of dollars. At the saine time there le
nlot a township where fraud of soine kind baàs nlot
been perpetrated. Roughly speaking, the province
might bie divided into three districts, each having
its characteristie fraude, although of course these
grade into one another ini a greater or less degree.
'.Lhus the southern district je pre.cminently the
field for eeed grain fraude; in the midIland cotnties
a greater variety prevailB, euch as implements,
seed grain, fruit trees, book agencies, etc., while
in the more northern districts of Parry Sound,
Muskoka and Aigoma the ehoddy eloth peddler
scemue stili te hold almost undisputed sway, ai.
though uow almost obsoiete in the south." Among
the more feasible of the suggestions for the pre-
vention, and cure of the fraudulent ageticy pest the
following may be noted: That in every county
agents be required te obtain a permit or license, te
be isaued at the discretion of the Inspector of
Licenses, or somne duly authorized individual, after
proving that their business le of a bona jidc char-
acter, and that sucli license shall be shown te, any
rateps.yer on demaud ; failing te do this that they
may be sumumarily decait with. A correspondent
ivrites that the municipal counicil of Amherst
Island has already adopted such a meaaure, and
tihat it appears to work w.-l. Akin to, this are the
suggestions that every agent be required to pay a
heavy license or deposit before proceeding te do
business, anud that the iaw provide a very beavy
penalty in ai caes of conviction for fraud; that
ail implements subject te a lien be etanmped with a
metallie stamp, bearing a penalty sufficient te pre-
vent ita removai until diecharge of said lien, and
that frauduient practices be discusaed more unre-
servedly at the meetings of farmers' institutes,
division granges, etc. These with. greater pubiicity
by the press appear, perhaps, te be the most con-
venient means that could bie taken at thc present
time aud witbout special legielation. The advice
of seine of the correspondents is well worth taking,
sucb as "Deal with rions but 'welI.establisbed
firme and properly authorized agents;" "lNever
eigri anythîng for a stranger, and in ail cases read
carefuiiy what you sen;" Read the newspapere
and pay for them; "Attend your farmers'
institute, if you are a menber-if not, psy your
dollar like a man aud become one."

Crop Prospects in Europe.

THE following report of the etate of the crope up
to June l2th are the latest reliable ones we have
been able te obtain

C4BEAT BBRrMAN.-Every prospect of an abua-
dant harveet.

FRANCE.-Fair prospecta of a good harveet.
GEu.bANY.-Good reports for ail crops, except

rye.
AusTnîA. -Prospectaseatisfactory.
HuNoARY. -Prospecta poor. 25 per cent, dam-

age lias been done te the wheat crops through
drought.

ITÂLY.-Better cropa than last year.
SOUTH Ru5sT.-Wiflter grain is very poor, but

spring satisfactory.
RussrA.-Oreat complainte of damage through

drought. (Cablegrame of later date bring word of
abundant raine, and the prospects are more favor-
able.)
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