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PROSPECTS 0F THE FISHER Y NEGrOTIATIONVS.

,ýS'[Nc the date of rny lettet to Tîîu WEEK giving, sundry reasons wby the
selection of Mr. Chamberlain as the chief Fisheries niegotiator for lier
Majesty's Governuient caninot be considered as agreeable to the American
Executive, or lielpful to a settlemeîit of the Fisheries controversy, varjous
things have happened that înay be held te have atYected the situation as it
was then and thercîn described.

In the first place, the Democratie victory in New York has senisibiy
strengthened the position of President Cleveland's Administration through-
eut the country. The inalcontents of bis own party realise that their fac-
tious opposition to bina must cease at their peril, and he is thus assured of
the irin and united support, by his own partisans, of any arrangement
that inay he eflècted by Messrs. Bayard and Chamberlain, and their res-
pective collaborateurs. Considering how evenly the two great parties are
baianced, an assurance Chat ail who act with the Democratic party wiII be
found on the side of the President, whenrever bie shall submit to the Ss.nate
the new treaty which. Mr. Chamberlain bas said m ust take tbe place of the
old one, is a point feul of hiope and promise iii resp -ct of a ratification, witbi
possibly enough of unimportant anwendmcent to aflford a dignitied retreat
for the Senate from its hitlierto imiplacable attitude. The nominal secrecy
of debate on treaties will afford ne shelter to Senators of the Democratic
party who mnight be dispofsed to desert or stab at their party leader, since

every speech and vote will be as fully reported to those whose intereat it Ï8
to kîîow them as though. the Senate slîould sit witli open doors.

[ have hitberto in these coluniins criticised tbe early course of Mr.
Cleveland, iii evading bis duty as a party leader to maintain discipline
ameng those who profess aliegiance to the Demiocratic party, but it is
improbable that -round for sucb criticism will exist hereafter, the Presi-
dont baving found bis strengti as well as realised his duty, and the unruly
havinig beeii forced, by the inarcli of events, into a reasonable state of trac-
tability. For ail these reasons, it is certain that any settlement of the
Fishieries question agreed to and advocated by the President will receive
the support of a good one-haif of the population. To this moiety must
lie added the people, considerable in numbers, and of more than the aver-
age of intelligence and influence, who have a personal. liking for Mr. Cleve-
land, and a J)ersonal belief in bis integrity and ability, and wbo wiIl he
foîînd on bis side, even if their being there shahl be at the temporary
sacrifice of partisan fealty.

.Frona aIl that is said above, it w ould set to be îîo exaggeration to say,
that anong the far-reaching efrects of the New York election is the appear-
ance of certainty given, in advance, tô any solution of the Fishieries trou-
ble that Presîdent Cleveland mnay propose to tlîe Senate. Still, tChat cer-
tainty is but an Ilappearance " ats yet, and the shadow canntot grow to
substantiality tilt thera bas beexi sonie further development of tbe domestic
political situation withi reference te the Presidential campaign of next
giiîtuini, *fust 10W there is a gros t o'i f *clamouir and confusion in the

Republican ranks, seime sbouting tbat the Party cannot do witbout the
eloctoral votes of New York, and otbers tlîat New York m-ay be offset by
other States that are capable of being won, if effort to tîtat end ho timely
made and vigorously pursued.

Thon, there is tbat nîost perplexing question of LNu. Mlaine, concorning
whom there are two opinions among those wvbo agree that New Ylik is
indispensable, the one faction contending that oniy Blairîe- eau command
the Irish vote, as lie commanded it tbree years ago, wben seven or eigbt
eut of every ten Romlan Catholie priests werc voluntary canvassing agents
for ham ; and the other, that Mr. Blaine ceuld not r.?peat bis raid upon
the Democratie host for its Irish and Romanist electors, and Chat, if lie
could, enough Republicans would be driven away by personal aversion to
himu to more than couanterbalance the gain of Demiocratic votes. For the
moment, the sentiment of the 1{e-publican leaders isi ratier against Mr.
Blaine, and that of tlîe muasses decidedly se ; but there may be an entirely
difféent posture of affitirs by the late spring of next year.

Sbould the Democrats fait (as they are quite likely to do), in their
attempt at tbe approaching session of Conigress te deal witli the oversba-
dowing question of the surplus revenue, tbey, will faîl into sucli general
discrodit as wiil be likely to affect unfavourably any innocent and meri-
torious ineasure of importancte equal to tbat of the Fisheries question.
Should they succoed in keeping their ranks together lori, enougbl and
strongly enough. to force aniy important tariff reduction bill thîrough the
Flouse of Representatives, tbe Republicani leaders will appeal to the Pro-
tectionist interosts, aid if they find thien able to dominate the country,
tlîey will pocket any Fisheries treaty sent to the Senate, in the expectation
of an opportunity to deai witli thc subject theinselves at an oarly day. The
conviction that under no circuanstances would England tight for Canada or
Canadian interesta îîecessarily înuct influence the receptioni aud disposition
of the work of tbe Joint Commission riow sitting at Washington, and from
tbe British standpoint reduces the labours cf the Commission te an ordinary
attempt, by diplomatic procedure, te do away with au aninoying conflict
between rival and adjacent interests Chat affect on oach side a partieular
fraction of tlîe people ; white frein the Americin standpoint those labours
are tirst te bo looked at as a possible element in a doinestic"strtiggle of
parties.

1 do net venture te bazard the romotest guess at wbat the Joint Com-.
mission is iikely te propose. Secretary Bayard lias publicly said, since
the arrivai liere of the British negotiators, that the Aeia aei oe
rious andi unmistakeable ; hience it would seem that se far as it îîmay fait te
ho repreduced iri any arrangement Chtithne negetia tors may tind theinselves
able te agroe upon, it will have te be elimin-ated by a procesliof concession,
for wbich counitor concessions will b ave to be devisecl, If, on the coîîtrary,
tbe Ainerican dlaimis are to be admitted in full, seime compensation te
Canada wiil bave te be found, if there is te be an agreenient.

The labeurs of the Commission are capable of ending in any of the
follewing watys:

1. Disagyreemont.
2. Mutuai abatoîneîst freint tlîe present respective claiiîis.
3. Admission of tbe Amîerican dlaitms, with pecuniary compensation te

Canada.
4. Admission of Amnerican fishiernieni to ail Cte priviieges of Canadians,

witlh pecuniary or tariff comîpensation te Canada ; aîîd if the latter, pro-
babiy made large enougb te permit Canadian tariff concessions te seme
appropriate Anliericanl industries. B

TL'îl I3ALANCE OF MILITAIY POWERl IN EUROPE.-
(JERMAXY, FRANCE, AATD BEL GIUAM.

H ÂVIbrU promnised te give eut reader-ts tbe beiietit of tbe views on the proeont
position cf European. Politics by a wvriter in BlaclcwoocVs Mfagazine, wbich
are oppesed te Sir Charles Dilke's already expressed opinions, we subjoin
part cf the second article bearing the above title, deatin" with somne cf the
miost important points, anda:rranged uaidr beads as foilow:

I.-errnan and Eqtli/t Econoety. Ecoiiomiy, says Lord I{andolph
Churchill, and efficiency go band iii hîand. XVe agree witb him. We
bolieve tbat efficiency is always economnical, provided you cani afford te pay
for it, and we say that, on English evidence alonte, Lord Randolph's notions
of economy, by cboese.paring and cutting down of salaries, is a false onA.
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