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CONCERAhVG SOME IVA TIONAI1. DA XGERS.
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The jesuits' Estates Bil' No. Wt are not gaing ta say
anything about tht Jesuits or their Bill. There irc quite
enaugli af people blazing away about those people and that
Bill. The Dual Language question ? No. There is nat bahf
as mucb in that language question as many suppose. The
Gaelic men ai Glengarry, Thorah and Eldan, ai Zorra, ai
Williams, af many townships ini Huron and Bruce, scores di
wham cauld not speak a word Of English, were amang tht
bcst citizens Canada ever pnssessed. hGranofae-
Ioit are frst-cl:ass citizens and nîany oi them could not speak
English for years ater their seutlemntn here. Are there any
better citîzens than these Germans ? inity ai language is
not essential ta layalty and patriotismi. Are tht hlighlanders
oi Scotland, many ai whom cannai speak a word ai English,
not as loyal and patriotic as Mr. O'Birien and oiher Parnell
ites wha can speak nothing but English ? English alone Zan
do very uitile in tht way af making men good cýitizcns. We
don't knoîv tht lacis but we venture ta say that every man in
tht Central prison and Penitentiary cao speak English. Sa
far as wc recollect tvery man that bas been hanged in Ontar*.a
for years spoke Englbsb. The trouble with maity people is
tbat tbty speak tan mucli English.

There are dangers, bowever, which threatcn tht bady
palitic that comparatively iew people ever take any notice ai.
Some oi these were admirably candensed in an atticle in the
Globe tht other dav an tht uses ai universities. Arnong other
dangers which assaîl saciety in Canada and tht United States
tht writcr puts

THE WORSI110F VEAIT
THE LOVE 0F NOTORIFTV
THE ADMIRATION FnR iIFRF DIiiNESS
THE (1lROWTH 0F SElýF-%';ERTION.:

We doa't hear much about tht foreging national dangers.
Why ? For several reasons. Ont is because camparatively
few people sec theri. Anybody thinks lie cant sec some af
tht dangers about which we bave agitations but it takes a
thauglitint man ta look beneath the surface af saciety and sec
that tht warship ai wealth, tht craving for notariety, or opta
rmouthied admiration for mere bigness must speedily vulgar-
ize and eventnally demoralize aay people. Anather, and per
haps tht principal reason why wc hear sr, littît fronaur awn
people ai the dangers rnentioned is because sont cf-zhose who
shaut tht loudest about ather dangers may possibly warship
wcalth and love notariety themselves. Between thtevirship
of an image in Quebec or Rame and tht worship ai gald
cained ia a dollar in Ontaria there is no difference that we
cati set

TUEEWORSI' OF VEALTH
is alarmingly prevalent among aur neighbnurs. Ont ai tht
favaurite ways ai descrihing a marriage, or baIl, or social
gathering in sanie cities is ta say s0 many millions were re-
presented. We have sen camparisans made betwcen the
cabinets af Hayes, Garfield, Cleveland and Harrison on tht
basis ai wealth,-so many millions being reprcsented in ecd.
H-arrisoa's Govermcent, if we rigbtly remember, cames ont
ahtad, having mare millions than any othtr ever had. It
would go hard with some ai aur best public mien if their worth
were ta lie estimated by their millions. Congregatians are
flot unfrcquently described by tht amount ofiweaith they pas-
sess and tht almighty dollar is tan aten the measure ai tht
man even in religions affairs.

How long cao a nation last if the dollar is made tht
standard by which yau measure everybody and everything.
if a mao'5 maraIs are ai less importance titan bis Maney; if
bis soul is a trifling affair compared with bis sovercigns; if
culture, refinement, intelligence, moral worth and nseinlness
are ai less importance than railroad and bank .tack, moral-
ity and religion will soan go by the board. I, as wealth ac-
crniulates rien dccay, tht nation must soon decay for nations
arecocmpascd of mca.

Heaven help clergymen and editors shonld money ever
liecame tht only standard by wbich men arc jndgcd.

Have we mucli worsbip ofiwealth in Canada ? Iwe have
aay at aIl we bave cao much. There is a gond deal, we lie-
lieve, in a quiet sort ai way but so fai the worship is not par-
ticuîarîy ostentations in mast places. Here and there yonfilnd
a Vanng man witb a creeping spirît wbo is willing ta leeci on
tht crnrnbs that faîl frram any ricli man's table, but lie is usually
in hbis proper place wbca among tht puppies under the table.
Now and t4en yon do meet a girl willing ta marry almast any
kind of 1,nan if lei s ricli, but ta tht everîasting hanour ai
Canadian girls tht number is small.

There art in niost comniitits a few who crecp andi crawl
liefore wealth but tht number is always small.

Clergynltn are mort blameci than any other class for wor-
shippîng wealth andi no daulit some ai theni are sarcly given
ta tuft-hunting. Tht minister ai Christ who makes money bis
standard is mare than a saeak-he is a natural br idiot.
The maney test would press mare heavîly upan clergymen
themnselves than upon any other class in tht cammnuy excepi
perhaps editars.

Tht ather sources ai danger rncntîoned we must leave over
for another tume, gently reminding aur re-aders that the warship
oi wealth may do aur yonng nation quite as much barmi as
alîowing small Frenchi boys ta learn ta reaci in their mother
tangue. Elimînating morality, religion and cvery ather good
thing and making dollars the only or even tuie main standard in
Church and Stait will muin the country faster than printiîîg
by-laws in Frenchi for tht half-breeds araund Regina.
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TUE CLERjGY AND REVIVALISTS.
MIR. EnITOR,-It is a matter for sincere regret when seri-

aus différences arise between promoters of any gond work,
who, theraby, lase incakculably, in bcing unable ta prcsent an
unbroken front ta the opposition. In temperance work tbis is
aptly exemplified by the ever-wdcning brcach betwcen the

4prohibition or nothing " and tht Il high liquor tax"' parties,
both Profcss!dly labauring for the suppression af the liquor
traffic, but disagreeing as ta the means ta be emiployed.

In religinus matters it has found endless illustrations, and
One, very reccntly, in the unconcealed apposition ai many
rninsters ta the class aipreachers known as revivalists. Saine
thoughtless persons have attributed this opposition ta ordi.
nary jealousy, averring that thec reverend gentlemen arc an-
noycd at seeing the crowds whicb lock te hear the revivalists.
But 1 should certainly hesitate to base the opposition of a sec-
tion afI'"the cloth " ta these services on any feeling so
titterly unworthy, bclieving rather that they entertain certain
opinions which lead them ta disapprave af the manner in
whichi the work is conducted. At the samne time, 1 think any
One-clerical or lay-sbauld think twice, Vea, oten, belore
he undertakes ta denounce the holding ai any service which
consists of the reading af God's Word, the preacbing ai Mis
Gospel, the singing ai Hîs praises, and the lifting up af heart
and voice in prayer ta Him.

There niay lie very reasonable objections entertained ta
sensatianalismn pure and simple, but 1 cannt help thinking
that many people teither tramn ignorance or mîscanception)
impute sensationalism tu those who are a.tuatiy only earnest
and enthusiastic. 1 know that earnestness and enthusiasm
are aten frowned down or sneered down. The warld dis-
courages in effort what it applauds in succcss, and just as
surely as no great work or needed reforin was ever inaugu-
rated and carried ta a successfut issue without earnestness
and enthusiasm. Sa no originator or pramoter af any great
work or refarm ever iailed talmeet witb any number ai peo-
Pie ready ta Ilwet blanket " these indispensable factors ta bis
success.

But surely no iinister ai the Gospel cari abject ta the
display of ither enthusiasin or earnestoess in the iurther-
ance ai the sacred work which he is pledged, heart and seul,
t.. forward 1 What, then, is the point af difference ? One
clergyman, 1 believe, abjects ta any atternpts ta make what
he catissIlsudden conversions," believing rather that a mnan
should be braught by the sure workngs ai the calai mind
ta renounce the aid and turn ta the new way. Weil, I rnust
canfess, I hardly sec the force of this abjection.

Provided the conversion is genuine, does it natter mucli
whether the process be «'suddea"» or slow ? 1 thought we
were ail agreed long ago that justification is an act-sanctifl-
cation a work. Cao a man tur iromn evil-turn ta God-too
suddenly ?

"lBut," urges the objector, Ilthese revivais are atteaded by
a great deal ai 'innatural excitement, which passes, for the
time being, for religiaus fervour, but dies away, leaving the
supposed canverts in a worse condition than prevîously."

This is a plea very frequently urged, but camtes with ques-
tionable fitness from a minister, for the same fmight be said
ai a stirring sermon by the mast orthodox divine. More-
aver, bmw much iact and bow rnuch mere supposition is i t
based upin ? Are there any statistics ta show that the mass
af "«revival conversions"' ar-- net genuine ? At the least, 1 do
neot sec how any barmn can corne ai these religiaus services.
Do any ai their oppanents really believe that it could be det-
riniental ta a mian's nind ta tur'i, for however *short a space,
ta the contemplation ai Christ's lufe on earth, Hîs love
for mien and His deatb an Calvary ? Surely sente gond
mnust ensue. Even though lie may only "'appreciate ail this
moral and spiritual beauty, and be yet unable ta step inside
the circle of its influence ; the band, so ta speak, withered
by his side, which sbould seize the beautiful reward."*

There is no doulit that ater a man has been partially
aroused concernîng religious matters, but net wbolly con-
vinced and convertcd, he does sometimes plunge deeper
than ever into sinful excesses, but that is only a phase ai the
great warld.wide struggle between rîglit and wrong, and is by
no means confined ta results ai revival services. The refarmed
drunkard wiii aften slip back, and indulge in the worst «"tear"
lie ever lived thraugb, after a periad ai total abstinence, but
no anc will lay the blame for that at the doars ai those who
urged hirn ta renounce the habit that was destroying him.

One clergyman rccently dubbed certain ai these lay
preachers Ilstrolling evangelists," concluding a denuinciation
ai their methods by stating that their "lconversion"' is the
grcatest iraud af the ninetecntb cenury. Where, oh where are.
ail the deceptions of the day hiding ! What about the eleva.
tien of the unworthy and immoral ta positions of hanour anad
influence, simply because though tbey niay not lie respectable
theniselves, their bankaccounts are extremely sa-that "'vile
idolatry ai material success which fi-- characterized ail times,
but especially aur awn."1 Are bïibery and corruption mas-
querading in saîntly garments, that the greatcst fraud ai the
day has ta be loaked for in the results ai any evangelistic
warkc?

"'Strolling evangelists!' Doubtlest- the phrase was in.
tended taelic suggestive ai strolling actors, acrabats or some-
thing ai the kind, but it is aise suggestive ai sarnething very
different. Long ago, within the confines aflau eastern village,
a group ai earncst, soulful men staad gatbered araund One
who was tlcir Master, and with that voice that had rung
thraugh ail Judea, and whose wards ai agany in Gethsernane
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and matchless prayer on Calvary were yet ta sound ta the
utterrnost parts ai thte atth, He commanded them ta go about
iram place ta place preaching "Ibtat men should repent."

The Ilstrolling evangelist " halds bis commission from
One who Himscli Ilwent about ail the cities and villages
teaching in their synagogues and pitaching the Gospel ci
the kingdami," and îvhose last word ta the eleven was, "lGo
ye, therefore, and teacli ail nations. . . . And, la, I arn
with yan alway, even unto the end ai the warld."

0f course ail ministers are flot apposed ta revival services
-far tramn it. Many aiftlîcîn recagnure in the evangelists
helpers and ca.worl<ers, and compart themselves accordingly.

It is hard ta scec hw a fair and unprejudiced view could
result otherwîse. HELEN FAIRnAIRN.

AMontreal.

TH1E CHOI1R.

T. TURNIIULL, J.

It is aur purpase ini this paper ta deal with the subject
framn an historîcal point ai vicwv. Hîstary is a record ai facts,
and those gleancd irom wrîters af the first tour centuries nl
be the most important, because thcy deal with a time when
the Churcli was kcpt pure by persecution, and still carried
with it the imipress it had received rit ts itîception.

It will also lie necessary ta consîder two things in relation
ta the choir, that is, whartbey sang and how they sang it.
Ini ather words, the matter and maniner.

The chair is, nowadays, a recognized aid in every well--
canstituted cangregation. It had an important place in the
bouse ai Gai in ancient times, and the very tact ai its an-
tiquiiy gives it weight and influence in the cburch af the
present day. Somte have supposed the choir %vis only an es-
sential part ai the temple ritual, that it vanîshed when the
shadaws ai gond things ta came were donc away in Christ, and
that its prescnce in churches at the present tîme îs nothîng
short af an Israelitish innovation that must nat be talerated.

On the cantrary, its histary dnring thîs dispensation dates
back ta the pnst-apastolic age, if not furtber.

The description given by the apostie Paul leads us ta be-
lieve that there was cangregational singng-îf nat the cm-
pînyrnent ai trained sîngers-in bis tic. In writing ta the
church at Corinth lie says . Il IlWhen ye came together every
anc ai you bath a psalm, bath a doctrine, hath a tangue, bath
a revelation, bath an interpretian,"l showing that psalmady
hafi a place in the service of Christian worsiî,.

To the Church at Ephesus lie says t "lSpeakmng ta yanr-
selves in psalms and hymos and spiritual sangs, sîngîng and
rnaking rnelody in your hearts ta the Lord." In thîs he spec-
ifies bath ways ai offering praise, recîtîng and chanting.

To the Colossians lie writes, exharting thcmn ta be
"teaching and admonishîng one another w h psalms and

hymns and spiritual sangs, singing with gract your hearts
unoaGod."

Tht apostle James asks and answers questions about mat-
ters ai vital importance ta the Churcli. Arnong thase accurs
the ont, § IlIs any merry ? Let hîrn sing psalms."

Evîdcntly these apostles looked upan praise as a means ai
admonit:on and inîstruction.

The three kinds here rnentioned are important. Tht ex-
planation af Augustine is gencrally accepted. Tht psalms
ai David were intended ta he sung wîth musical accampani-
ments, just as in tht days ai tht great composer hiraseli. A
spiritual sang, an the ather hand, was an original comnposi-
tino in stanzas, and was intended for the vaice atone. A
bymo, or manre irregular combination, aiter tht style ai tht
chorus in tht qreek plays, was camposed because ai some
special circumstance, and was always sung as dbrett praîse or
thanksgiving ta Gad.

In answer ta tht question why there was such a diversity
sa early in the apostalic Churcli, we answer that it was doulit-
less occasianed by the mixed nature af tht Lord's people.
We can easily belteve that the Gentile Chrtstians, breaking
away from their idolatrous worshîp, and unable ta enter into
ait the sentiments ai tht Jewish psalmady, or the canticîts
taken from tbt Hebrew prophets, wonld desire same further
medium liy which ta express their praiseta God. Hymns and
spiritual sangs were thus întroduced.

Tht first mention ai hymns in the annals ai the Christian
Church is that sung by aur Lard and Mis apostles imme-
diately ater the institution ai the Eucbarist. There is gond
graund for bclîeving that this was a stries ai psalms called
Hallel [the i i 3th ta thei i î8thj, because it was Used in the
second temple in their day, at ail great festivals, and ai course
at the Passover they were then observing. Thus at first a
hymn was any act ai praîse ta God, pravîded only that tht
rendering ai it was entirely vocal.

In the tint ai tht apostolic writers the term became ire-
strictedi as vie have just seen, and the psalm, as inspired were
given tht priar place in Christian praise.

Leaving naw tht sacred record, al. information regardiag
this part ai divine warship must be gleaned tram tbe early
Christian fathers, and those of tht higbest antiquity will lie ai
tht greater value in this case.

It must bc rememliered that the apastle jobn lived tubi
about tht year l00 A.D., tht only remaining link Iletween tht
apostalic and the primitive Christian Cburch. It is truc lbe
dots flot mention the subject ai praise in detail, flot even the
sacramnental bymo alludcd ta above, yct he doubt'css gave
direction about tht farms ai worship liest suitcd ta tht use
oi the saints as long as lic was spared ta be with theim
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