THE CATHOLIC. .

e brought the boasting Giiant Goliah to the ground;
emblematic of Peter, who overthrew at Rome the
Goliah of the Gentiles ; and turned upon him his
own sword, cutting off with it his imperial head ;,
and hanging up the weapon as his trophy in the!
sanctuary. 'They were hard stones, capable of}
yesisting every shock, without being broken.

Verse 12. ~ T'he;Children of Ruben and Gad,
wad the half tribe of Manasses, went armed before
the Children of Israel. 'They preceded, in tho
spititual sense the combalnnts under the prefigured
Joshua ; as has been already noticed.

Chapter 5. Verse 13. .Znd when Joshua was
th the field of the city of Jericho ; he lifted wp his
eyes, and saw a man standing over against him,
holding adrawn sword, rInd he went to him, and
suid : art thow one of ours, or of vur adversaries ?

And he answered no : but I am Prince of the host
of the Lord ; and now Iam come.

Joshua fell on his face to the ground ; and wor-
shipping said : what saith my Lord to his Serpant ?

Loose, saith ke, the shoes from off thy feet ; for
the place, on whick thow standest, 18 holy. .dud
Joshua did, as was commanded lim.

This, the Protestant must own, was the creature
worshipping the creature ; though not with the
worship due to God alone. Nor was this worship:
given l[;y Joshua to the Angel, refused by that glo-1

rious spirit, but enforced. Now, this is the very:
fomage which the Catholic allows to be given by
lter children to the Saints and Angels, who are glo-
rified with God. If, on another oceasion, a simtlar
cclestial being declined the homage tendered him
by the ApostTe Saint John~~Apoc. xix. 10--he
atiy have done so, in consideration of the trauscend-
tnt sanctity and dignity of the worshipper; the dis-

l

-.yvle whom Jesus loved, the Apostle, Evangelist, |
& hetand a Martyr : and because he may have |
frerceived that Saint Jobn had mistaken him for the
Naviour himself ; who had appeared to him befora |

rop

in a mysterious form at the beginning ofltis Apo-
«aliptic visions,
witstanding the warning given him not to worship
his fellow creatures ; the Apostle had no scruple in

renewing the worship forbidden, which he would !

not have done, had it been idolatrous. Apec. xxii.
a .

.Chaptcr 6. The subject of this chapter is full of

mystery. Jericho was the strong hold of the Gen-
tile country, which the Israelites under Joshua’s:

command and guidance, were going to possess.
‘The priests, walking before the ark, which repre-
sents religion, and the wership of the true God, a-
Bout to be established there ; sound the seven trum-
pets ; thatis, preach the doctrine of the seven sa-
crtmeitts 3 which is the essential sumjof the religion

of Jesus : they proclaim, as his heralds, the seven’

lad tidings of salvalion ; to be obtained through
:}es_e seven mediums of his institution ; by which
ihe merits of his redecming grace are rendered ap-
llicable to the souls of every believer. Under a-

other figure in scripture these seven sacraments’

of the new Jaw, are represented as the scven pillurs’
of ivisdom’s house—DProv. ch. 9—the church; that
Muse, which the wise man, the prefigured Solo-
mon ; even Divine wisdom himself, built wpon the

rock : on which pillars his whole sacred and ever-:

tsting fabric rests. At e prolonged sound of
their trumpets, that is of their prcaching these se-
\en mysteries ; and at the joint shout of the people
al the command of Joshua ; that is, unanimous
vuice of the people already converted : Rome, the
Jericho of the Gentile world, about to beeome, ac-
vording to the Prophels, subjected to the yoke of
{hrist, and possessed by the true believers, the peo-
gle of God ; Rome in all her matchless might; the
seemingly impregnable fortress of idolatry ; is seen
at the blast of the sevem trumpets begun ly St. Peter
and St. Paul, and prolonged, till the conversion of
Sonstantine the Great ;and at the joint shout of her

It would appearhowever that not- |

ground ; making way for the prefigured Joshua,
and his people, the prefigured Isaelites, to march
in, and take possession of it. Then was verified
the saying of the great Saint Augustine, that Rome
wondered to find herself Christian, ere she had yet
| forgotten that she was Heathen. :

’ghe inbabitants of Jericho, are all destroyed, ex-
cept Rahab the Harlot, and her futher’s house, and
all she had ; who dwelt in the midst of Israel, until
this present day ; because she hid the messengers,
whom Joshua hud sent to spy out Jericho, V. 25.
All the Pagan Romans are swept away, save that
remnant, who believing, had harboured and con-
cealed from their persecutors the Saviour’s mes-
sengers, ‘'This remnant is likened to a Harlot, be-
cause they had once been guilty, in the scripture
style, of fornication with strange G'ods : but now
converted, make part of the people of God. The
saving sign, was the scarlet cord : the emblem of
the Saviour’s redeeming blood, or of the cord with
which the Saviour’s bleeding body was bound at
the time of his cruel scourging and crucifixion.

Verse 26. Joshua’s inprecation is seen fclfilled
in 8 Kings, 16, 34. In the mystical sense this
curse is pronounced against all whe shall build up
infidel or. heretical systems, which the blast of|
Christ’s gospel has flung down: systems inconstant
and ever varying like the woon; which the word
Jericho in Hebrew denotes,

Chapter 7. In this chapter we sce how the peo-
ple of Israel are defeated. aud suffer for Achan’s
sins. But it the wicked by their crimes can thus
bring down a judgment upon the community, why
may not the just by their virtues and good werks
bring down upon their fellow creatures a benedic-
tion.

Chapter 10—Verse 13. The divinity of the Sa-
viour and his sovereign power over all nature, ap-
pears, in the ebedience of the son and moon fo the
command of Joshua, his prototype.

Is not this written in the book f the just? ibid.
Here is another book of the scripture which is lost;
another portion of Protestant’s sole rule of faith
missing. '

All the victories of Joshua, were emblems of the
Saviour’s final triumphs over all his cnemies. 1t is
he, also, inthe end, who portiuns out to his follow-
ers the promised land; whe gives to his valient war-
riors their perpetual portion and inheritance.

Chapter 22—Verse 11,

'

brought them an account that the children of Reu-
ben and Gud, and the Ralf tribe of Manasses, had
built an altar in the lund of Canaan wpon the banks
of the Jordan, vver against the children of Israel,
they all assembled in Silo, to go up and fight with
them.—v.12,13,14,15,16. And in Lhe meantime they
sent {o them inthe land of Galaad, Phinees the son
of Eleazar, thcpriest, & ten princes with kim, one
of every tribe; who came to the children of Ruben
and of Gad, and the halftribe of Manasses, inio
the lund of Galuad; and said to them: thus saith
allthe people of the Lord: what meaneth this trans-
gression? B hy have you forsaken the Lord, the
God of Israel; building a sacriligious altar, and
revolling {‘rom the worship of him, §c.

How clearly does this testify that thcre can be
no two dislinct altars; no two distinct worships;
no two distinct religions, or churches of the one
true God! Al must be unity and uniformity in
his revealed religion.  God keep us say those, to
whom the messengers were sent, from any such
wickedness, that we should revolt from the Lord!
and leave off following his steps, by building an al-
tar to offer hvlocausts, and sacrifices and victims,
besides the altur of the Lord, our God, which is
erected before his tabernacle.—Verse 20. hat
then must we think of the nummberless churches pro-
testing against the one of the real Joshua’s rearing
in which neither the ark of the covenant, nor the

peopke become Cluistian, fo fotter and fall to (e

tevifical pricsthood is found?  Yhiat must we think
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IFhen the children of
Israel had heard; and certain messengers had |

of altars raised, that is of systems of worship estal-
lished in direct appesition, since they style them-
sclues plotestant, to the only onc, which, as all must
acknowledge was founded by the Saviour’s; and
which all profess to believe, who recite ihe apostle$
creed; saying: Ibelieve in the holy Cutholic church?
which church cannot be the church of Luther nor
of Calvin; of Scotland, nor of England; nor of any '
parlicular age or time; but that which is truly can
tholic or universal; the church of all ages and na-
tions; as God her founder, is the God of all natidns
at all times, and in every place.

Chapter 24—Verse 32.  And the bones of Jo-
seph, which the children of Israelhad taken out qf

%%pt, they buried in Sickem; &c.

ill protestants blame the Israclites, for pres
serving thns, and depositing so carelully in the
midst of his own tribe, the sacred relics of the hol
Joseph? If not; \vhly blame Catholics for foilow: -
ing the same example, by keeping and depositirf
wiih honor, the relics of the eminent servants of Godd*

End of the book of Ja;h%

THE BOOK OF JUDGES. *

The writer of this Book, according to. the geifer.
rally received opinion, was the prophet Samuel, :

Chapter 1—Verse 8. Jcrusalem was divided in’
totwo parts. 'The onc was called Jebus, the othep~
Salem. The one was in the tribe of Juda: the other
in that of Benjamin. It was taken and burnt by
the men of Juda: but was retaken and rebuilt by
the Jebuzites, as appears from verse 22, and confi~
nued in their possession till it was finally retaken
by king David. D. B. .l

Veise 16.  The children of the Cinite, (hdiw,
were the posterity of Jethro, the father-in-Jaw #f;
i Moses; who following the Israclites, having’ erg-
;braced fheir religion were afterwards designatet
the Rechabites. Jerem. 335. -
Verse 18. Gaza. There were three of the prig-,
“ciple cities of the philistines, famous both in sacr
'and profane Ixistnrg. They were taken at this time;,
\by the Israelites; but us these took ne care to juin ™
;gﬁ:rrisons in them; the Philistines soon recoyered-
:them. D. B, .
. Chapter 3—Verse 4. nd heleft them that My .
{might try Lsracl by them. 'This lifcis the time of
itrial for the just; who, il they had no temptafiof,.
;could have no merit in resisting it; nor any oega~;
_sion afforded them of proving thelr fidelity to .Gy,
‘' Chapter 6-—Verse 12, Z%he Lord is with-thed
1&c. This isthe usual salutation of the m\géfg .
jmessingers to God’s favourites of the haman race, ;¢
[ It was the one addressed by lbe arebangel Gabriel-
;{0 the virgin mother of God. It implies all 4,
for if the Lord be 1with us, who can be against u§?.
| 1t is therefere that also, which the priest, God’s ‘8-
iputed messenger to his people, addresses to the
| faithful in the Mass, and other solemn services,
iprayers and bencdictions of the church, sayifg: -
{DOMINUS voBIscu; of the Lord be with you!
i Verse 15, Behold, my fumily is the meanest th
\ Manasses: and Iamtheloast in my father’s hoyse,
i God uniformly chaoses the Teast and the humbf®st
"fo ceffect his greatest and most glorious ends. . .
" Verse 20.  Cideon’s sacrifice of the boiled BW
jandwnleavened loaves; was the emblem, as has been
ralready noticed, of the Saviour’s bloody and wnw
jbloody sacrifice. He is desired by the angel to.
‘placeit on the rock: the figurative firm foundation
“of the chnrch, in which the divine victim. who topk
:the appearance of a sinner, indicated by the kid;
tand the true bread from heaten, represented by §he
* unleavened loaves, is offered up in sacrifice to Ge.- .
i 'The rock itsclf on which the sacrifice was }aid, By
i Gideon, God’s chosen minister; and consumed by
ithe fire rising out ofit; is the emblem of Christ hjn-
{self, devourcd up, as itwere, by his own divine fire,
| of charity: that fire whieh Ae came down fo cast up- ..
lom the earth; and wlich ke so much desired P see
‘enRindltd.




