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children themselves, telling them how muach the money
had bought, sud sonding them a curious box, carved in
some swoet-smelling wood, which they put aaide to be
used a8 5 Japanese misaion-box all the rest of their lives.
And now, dear children, are there not somo of you who
will resolve to give svon one penny a weuk to the Lord’a
work—auch a little sum, and yot one hundred pennies
make a dollar, and a dollar ean buy » good deal? But
remember, though, the penny is it all ; remember,
money can do little without God's blussing, and so, as
you drop them into your boxes, remember the whole
request : ‘“ A penny a week and a prayer.”
NV Observer.

New Year's Day in China.

If the boya and girls who read the Luixk Lived in China,
they would be getting ready for the grestest holiday of
the year.

On New Year's Day fire-crackers ure fired by old and
youug to drive evil spiritsa away. Eveu the priests cuma
vut before their idols snd send up besutiful fire-works in
honor of the day. A missionary tells us that every one
counts his birthday on this day. If & child 18 born only
a fow days before the close of une year, at the beginning
of the N%w Year ho is called two years old.  Every per-
sun is one year older when the New Year begins. Before
the sun rises on this day each {sinily is gnthered togother
for solemn worship to heaven and earth, to the family
dols, to dead.parents and grand parcuts, and last the
childrou are taught to warship and bow dawn before their
living parents. Men womon and children got down on
their knees before the idols and bumnp their Ecx\dn on the
ground to show how religious they are, and their grati.
tude for being kopt safuly during the \mst year. Even
these heathous thus begin their New Yunr with pruse
and prayers to their gods. Do we remnember the one
who EM kept and blessed us all through the years that
have gone ¥ Are the first hours of vur New Year spent
in thinking how very much we have to be thankful for?
Then in CEinn the boys and girls walk ahout the strects
snd wish every one thoy meet a Happy New Year, only
this is the way they say the words “kvung he. fat tsor
Another pnrz'lof boys carry a dragon’s head from house
to houso to drive evil spirits away. Two of them beat
Inrge gongs for music as they go. Their real object ia to
gct a fow couts from every house they visit. All old

obts must be paid before the New Yeur begins. In case
the Chinese are not able to finish the work the day be
fore, you may see them hurrying around the next day
mrr{iug lighted lanterns to show that thoir last uight's
work is not comploted yot. A general house-clesning
has taken place just before this ho%idny. Every one takes
a bath. Sl())mat:imen this only happens once a yoar as the
Chinese disliko water very much, ny maoke themselves
ill by living in dirt and uncleanness tho whole year. Every
ene tries to dress well on this day even if they have to
hire or borrow the clothes they woar. A beggar wha
daily dreases in is seen now wearing as costly clothes
as his richer nmboru. The praying machines are in
constant demand. These aro made like brass boxes with
covers and a little spindle inside. All the prayers the
Chinese wish to ropeat to their idols are printed on papor
and rolled on to this spindle. Then it 18 covered with
cloth and atipped into the box, as your mammas put a
bobbin in the shuttle of their sawing machiues. The box
is hung around the neck of the owner, and us the spindle
is turned round and round, and hereceivesaredit for aaying

so many prayers. But if it is by mistake turncd back-
ward, all the goond,is undone. Does it not make you sad
to think that this is the only way many of the Chinese
over pray T Are you not glad that missionaries have gone
to teach them sbout the only true God 7 Another custom
is to remembor the dend of the family who have gone
during the year snd to mourn for them. How I wish the
oor Chinese had the comfurt of knowing that their dead
riends ure alive in heavon never to die any more. Dear
boya and girls many of our homes are houses of mourning
this year. Our loved ones who looked forward with us to
beginning the New Year of 1888, have begun itin heaven.
But if we know theyare eafe with Jesus, half our pain is
gone. Let us ask our own hearts if we are ready if God
should call us. There is onlyone wuy toget ready tolive or
to die. Thatis by giving vur hearts to the Lord Jesus
who boro the punishment for our sins when He died on
the cross, If we trust in Him as our Saviour, and love
Hin bocause He first loved us, we may be sure that ourn
will be n Happy New Year.
BisTrR BELLE
480 Lewia 8t., Ottawn.

Idols and Their Worshippers,

BY MES., M. G. KEENNEDY.

(A recitation with motions, given ot the Childrens
Missionary May Festival.)

Start with folded hands or arms folded in front. Ju
both the psalin and song the motions are similar, At the
words heathen, or far off, extend arme at full length
townrda the East; at God, point upw ; at heavens,
both hauds raised ; at the work of men’s hands, hammer-
ing motion ; touch ears, eoyes, mouth, throat, etc., as
each part is named.

For the passage in Isainh have several boys.
need to make the various motious of the b;
carpentar, hewing and planting of trees, warming hande
at the fire, etc.  From the words ** he is hungry " to the
words ‘‘ he, is faint,” let the voice grow fainter and
famnter. and the head droop and:the whale appearance be
one of exhaustion.) ™

SINGLE VOJCFE.

They will
ksmith and

Children, do you the story know

Of idol gods? And can you show

What they are like, and by whose hands
Are formed the gods of heathen lands ?

Recitation by the Band of Psalm cxv. 2-8, with motions.

FIRST CHILD

King David in his Psalms hath told
Their idols eilver are and gold :
Only the work of human handas,
These gods of far-off heathen lands

Chorus.
Our God is in the heavens above ;
We'll praise Him with full hearts of love ;

We'll shout hosannas to His name,
While heavon and earth His power proclaim.

HECOND CBILD.

They all have mouths, but cannot talk ;
They all have feot, but cannot walk ;
Two eyes that cannot see have they ;

A tongue that not 8 wurd can say.



