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By Agronomist
of our farm readers who want the advice

This Oepartment Is for the use

: of an rt on any questior regarding
Is of gu Y 9 L

d and addressed envelope is enclosed with your
&ntwer will bs mailed to you. Address Agronomist, care of

. Ltd, 78 Adelalde 8t. W., Toronto.

In the production of winter eggs no’
congideration is of more importance
than the. health of the hen. It is
contented, healthy hens that pay the
profit and care should be taken to in-
sure the welfare of the flock. A few
hours work on many poultry houses,
coupled with an expenditure of a five
dollar bill will transform them from
an ugly makeshift into a comfortable,
profit-paying and
times it is not even necessary to spend
a dolla.,
spend real money there is often en-
ough boards that lay around in ¢ €
to go a long w in doing re
work. Even corn fodder from which
the ears have been husked keep out
the cold and prevent drafts when sct
about three sides of the ho
for Ventilation

It is better to leave an cpen space
in thé front of an o‘herwise closed
house than to board it up tight until
no air or sunlight can enter. In such
a house colds are the rule and disease
germs thrive. No hen can work pro-
perly under such conditions and if you
really cannot afford a window or two,
leave an opening that will admit light
Leave an openin front of the
house
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over one twice as long and only half as
wide. {
Use plenty of litter in the laying
house but be sure that it does not be-
come wet and mouldy. Damp houses |
bring about this condition and floorsl
should be-higher than the nutsidei
yards. Even in houses where no damp-
ness is noticeable the litter bommcs‘
badly damaged and will draw moisture
after it becomes finely pulverized.
The Best Breed vs. Good Care {
Just what we have learned from the{
egg-laying contests about

various

! which are the best breeds would be|

difficult, indeed, to determine, but one |
thing stands out clearly and that is the |
fact that almost every known hrcedm’
at least, every breed that is in any-|
thing like general use—can be relied '
upon to produce good returns if the
keeper does his part. Practically all
of the better known breeds have won,

| in these contests under identical con-

ditions, so if your Rocks lay less than
your neighbor’s Reds, do not be in a
hurry to change breeds. It may Ive‘
your own fault, |
Skim-milk in copious quantities is a
valuable egg feed and many farms can
supply it at practically no expense.|
Where it is not at hand a portion of
meat scrap added to the ration usually |
pays JTowever, do not get the idea
that milk will also take the place of
Milk is a food—water a drink.!
s been severely criticised be- |
ise of its fat-forming tendency l»ul;
do not let this deter you from feeding
cort Fed rightly it is a great food
and 1o one ever found a poor hen that
was laying eggs sugh to 'be profit
able It is usually the old hens that
become too fat, but feed enough corn
to aid in keeping up the body head
when th Corn |
and wheat are two great feeds.
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wood preservers, consisting of u*rt;:lu‘
tar products, known as anthra-
cene oil with zinc chlorid added, has
en particularly good results. Its
elling power lasts for months. The
out §1 a gallon, but twice the

e obtained by reducing

parts of kerosene |

coal

Crude petroleum is almost as effec
tive, retains its killing power for sev- |
and in most localities is

It will spray better if
1 one part of kerosene to|
f crude oil. |

f these materials often con-|

foreign particles which should be

ed out before spraying is begun.

been found that one thorough
application of either of these ma-
terials will completely eradicate the
mites from an infected ehicken house,
but ordinarily it is advisable to make a |
application a month after the .
first, and in some casés a third treat-|
is required. These subsequent

s may be made with a

brush, using the materials pure and
covering. only the roc , their sup-
ports, the walls adjoining and the
nests if they are infested. This
method of application is effective for
the first treatment also if the houses
are not heavily infested ]"nullry'
should be kept out of the
buildings until the material
dried into the wood

Uzed as a dip crude petroleum will |

o destroy the small mite which|
causes scaly leg. In dipping for this|
mite the solution should not be allow-
ed to reach the flesh above the infesta-
tion or fo get on the feathers. |
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caused by ox warble each
millions of dollars.
Not only is th: hide of the infested
animal punctured by the emerging
larvae, causing a redcction in value of
one-third, presence of the
§%ubs in the animal’s back is a source
of loss which can gnot be ncgleded.[
The latter is ve [vfmh overlooked. |
The poor conditior? of the animal, its:
inability to take on flesh, or poor|
showifig at the milk-pail, are factors|
attributed to other causes. Most un- |
informed catilemen a‘tribute these
conditions to poor care, lack®of proper
nourishment, or physiological troubles.
The presence of fifty or sixty burn-
ing, running ulcers on the back of]
the animal seems a matter of small
importance, and is considered lightly
by most people. But, Mr. Farmer,
how mueh would you accomplish if
you had Bfty or sixty boils on your
back? The two conditions are
analogous and conducive to the same
results.

" The insect causing all of this trou-
ble is onme resembling, in the adult
stage, the horse bot-fly, or as is some-
times called, the “nit” fly, but some-
what larger. The adult is seldom
seen about the cattle. It is timid and

HIGHEST PRICES PAID
For 'OULI:RVi GAME,
5 & FEATHERS
Pleass write for particulars.
» POUZIN & 0O,
| 80 Monsecours Markes, Montreal
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- — |
appears only when everything is q'li"l.;
The eggs are deposited upon the hairs |
during the spring and summer, and the |
animal, upon licking them, carries the !
egg or larva into its mouth. The |
young maggot passes into the gullet. |
From the gullet it migrates slowly
through the tissues toward the back.|
It arrives beneath the skin, and a lump
or excresence begins to appear about!
mid-winter. This lump gradually
grows larger umtil the middle or lat-
ter part of April, when the full-grown
grub, which caused the lump, émerges
through a hole cut in the hide some
time previous, and falls to the ground.'
It then burrows into the ground and
transforms to a pupa, and the adult
two-winged fly appears from three to
six weeks later. This completes the
life cycle, which occupies about one
year. |

This is one of the easiest insect
pests to control that we have. In the
winter and early spring all the insects
are in the larval stage in the backs of
the cattle. If every one owning cat-
tle would squeeze the grubs from the
backs of his animals and destroy them,
there would be no nucleus fof a new
generation, and consequently no ox|
warbles the next year.

When the grub “ripens,” i.e., when'
it matures, a large hole appears in the !
lump, bordered with pus. This condi-i
tion usually appears in April and May. |
When it comes, wrinkle up the hide!
containing the grub, get the two

thumbs and first two fingers on each|

hand beneath the lump, and squeeze.
The grub usually flies to the ceiling
like 2 wad from a pop-gun; now tramp

4on it, and the job is completed.

| ates sounds.

| and no mother need worry

Value of Frosted Wheat in Animal!

Feeding.

Live stock offer a means for the dis-’
posing at profitable prices of grains
injured by various causes to such an,
extent as to render them unsalable,’
through the ordinary channels, for the
maximum market prices. <From time
to time there are districts in which
summer frosts injure the grains, re-

ducing the grades of all grains and ~

particularly affecting the market
vallle of wheat. Since the cultivation
usually given preparatory to the grow-
ing of wheat is such as to make it a’
somewhat more expensive crop to
grow than coarse grains, the loss in-
curred by injury to the crop is great-’
er, and a means whereby the dam-
aged grain may bé profitably market- |
ed would solve a serious problem,
Such a means lies in feeding the low-
grade wheat to live.stock. !

The feeding value of frosted wheat
has been underestimated in the past,
as is shown by the remarkable gains
secured in several tests conducted at
the Lacombe Station during the past
several years. The first experience
secured in the feeding of frosted
wheat to cattle was in the year 1909-
10. No comparison was made that
year with other classes of concentrat-|
ed feeds, but a carload of cattle were
purchased in order to take care of an
amount of frosted grain carried over
from the =eason of 1907, when summer |
frosts injured grain oyer a consider-
able territory. This frosted wheat|
was salable through the elevator at'
thirty-five cents per bushel. Taking
the increased value of the cattle in the'
spring as comparad with their value
at the time of purchase, and having
paid for hay, straw and salt, it was
found that a bushel of wheat when
marketed as beef was worth $1.28. |

It has been argued that cattle would |
not thrive on wheat as the only con-|
centrate, and that it would require to!

be mixed with oats or barley in order
to be palatable. This has not been
the experience at Lacombe as no dif-
ficulty has been met in getting the de-
sired grain consumption daily even
when wheat alone ‘was fed. In this
particular test eight pounds of grain
was fed daily to 1300-pound steers,

while in the test cqnducted during the |

winter of 1916-17 eleven pounds of
straight wheat was fed daily to steers
weighing around 1200 pounds at the
finish. In this latter test, compari-
son ifi gains was made betwefn a
group receiving wheat alone as the
only concentrate and another group re-
ceiving oats and barley in equal parts.
The average profit for these groups
was $27.91 per head im the case of
vheat and $26.50 per head in the
group fed oats and barley, a differ-
ence of $1.41 per head in favor of the
group of steers receiving the frosted
wheat. -The bulky fodders given were
the same in both cases, the cattle hav-
ing free access tb feed racks where
they could eat at will.

For some years comparisons have
been made as to the relative value
for hog feeding or frozen wheat versus
oats and barley. In each instance it
has required less grain to make one
hundred pounds of pork with frozen
wheat than with oats and barley. The
first test to be carried on with these
two classes of graih as fed to the hogs,
was in an extremely cold period of
winter. It was found that seven
hundred and fifty _ pounds of wheat
produced one hundred pounds of pork,
while it required ten hundred and six-
ty pounds of oats and barley to put on
an equal amount of gain. In the win-
ter of 1916-17 twenty hogs were fed
oats and barley in equal parts and ten
per cent. tankage, while forty-one
head were fed on frosted wheat, with
tankage in the same proportion as in
the case ‘of the oats and barley fed
group.  Valuing grain at one cent ver
pound and tankage at $1.80 per hun-
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The parents young; the children heal
Baby’s Developmer .
First Month: Baby is sensi
t as early as the first and second
€ About the eleventh day it
takes pleasure in the light of a can
dle and in bright objects It hears
on the fourth day. During the last
two weeks of the month it discri
It gentle
touches econd and third d
shows | lity to t:
end of the first week
ing substances produce mimet
is, grimacing) movement the
day. During the first few days
evinces pleasure in in
bath, in the sight of agreeable object
on the other hand it
comfort from cold, wet
ing.
takably more eloquent than ti
pr of $
reason of delayed alimentation
the twenty-third day it
tears On the twenty-sixth
mark that blessed date in the calendar
it smiles! Within the first month
it can utter vowel ur The
memory as to taste and smell is first
active; then, in order, to touch,
sight and hearing,  The movements
of the eyes are not yet co-ordinated;
t this time
The begin to
be active. Baby sleeps two hours at
a time and sixteen hc the
twenty-four; thus far sle !
lum together make up its mai
est in the universal scheme, in which
it wiil later take so world-compelling
a part
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Baby Sleeps All Night.
When I put my 4% months oid baby
in the hammock at ten o’clock after a

ive to
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nursing,

can I".Ellk"'r!‘(‘ Ali_‘
and tight cloth
words be

Nor can any inmis

ion its sense of outr
On
can bit

as

about squint. reflexe

Victor Hugo.

good nursing, it not wake
til 7 in the morning And then
does not cry or seem to be hungry.
Answer—All right, mother, don't
y. Doctors are now advocating
no feeding at all at night, unless baby
makes a strenuous and unmistakable
demand for a 2 a.m. repast. Yours
s a good hefty, baby. Most babies
weigh only 16 pounds at 6 months.

thy; earthly paradise.

does
it

wor

Some Baby.
91
our weeks after
It s several white spots in
mouth and I am af oing
to have a sore mouth Wy
way to prevent this? se
perfectly healthy. I have no appetite
for solid food this just nervousness
d mething to give me an
im myself only eighteen.
A model baby, sure to take

» in any ba mpetition. Tweo
positively two full
pounds than the average at
birth, and holding its own well and
strong four weeks Wash out the
mouth with a solution of boracie acid
(a teaspoonful the pint of water
that has been boiled); add a few drops
of honey to this, so that baby will
like it You furse baby yourself;
hat is splendid Am mailing you in-
formation as to what you should eat
and drink and much else helpful.
Terrible.

I am suffering terribly day and
night My hands, arms, elbows and
neck itch terribly. I scratch and
bleed terribly My health seems to
be good except this terrible trouble.
Is there a remedy for this terrible
itching and scratching?

Answer-—Relief goes by return
mail; try to hold on until it comes!
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See how I spin this lariat.

It’s real wild western, is it not?
And just to show how well I cast,
Pl rope my dog and. make him fast.
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!Suddenly Your Little Girl and Boy Become Different. What
| Is Wrong?
By Helen Johnson Keyes |
Your little girl had grown to be a instead of eémpelled. They are ready
| comfort. She was obedient, reliable, | and eager to assume responsibility and
‘Iovini’ and she confided to you her| are happy if you treat them lik_e com-
{ pleasures and pains. How you had rades. Nothing is more injurious to
| come to depend upon her although she | their development and to the peace of
| was only thirteen years old! | the home than an attitude of distrust
| Your boy, too, about a year older, and criticism toward these maturing
| was faithful in all the work which | children.
!you and his father gave him to do. Your daughter's labor should be
| Your love and your wisdom in bring-| light until she is well establiched in
ing them up were rewarded; yoff*were  the changes which make her a woman,
contented and at peace. She should be given a monthly period
{. Then suddenly every thing was dif- | of rest, during which, for at least two
! ferent. Your little girl burst into!days, she is not allowed to do heavy
tears ene day when you asked her to| work nor take hard exercise. She
\sweep the hall. Now, she only half must be protected from nervous worry,
hears what you say to her and pleads,  nagging and teasing at these periods,
“I forgot!” when you call her atten-|for only so will the new function
tion to the tasks undone. Her teach-' develop properly.
er complains of her infittention and! At the same time, however, remem-
her reports are poor. She walks as’ ber that toé much coddling will make
if in a dream, tells you very little her selfish. Every girl thinks about
about herself and goes off alone when-' herself when she is adolescent and it is
ever she can. not well to increase this tendency by
|  About the same time your boy be-! constant references to her bodily and
gan to ask for all sorts of impossible mental states. A mother must learn
things and to sulk when he did not get to take care of her daughter alinost
them. For instance, there is a horse| without seeming to do so.
in the barn which is full of tricks and A Peried of Great Promise
‘Wh“'h lm.une except your h"‘fh"md When animals come to maturity
1::‘;;1;:‘;'(1:_’;"_: :]}:': f”‘;:’(’?:‘m""("i '}l‘::" their h(n'n:i, fangs and claws develop.
; o A ’ So, too, with the boy! Sometimes he
‘.la’f ".ﬁ'(‘r ha\'mg_ been punished for| seomg to be an animal possessing and
insisting on this privilege, he ran employing all these weapons upon us
away and was found some days later ;¢ onee! Thus nature makes a man
{ina I_um.lmr camp, earning good wages' s . Kim. The tendency will not
and indifferent, apparently, to the last for more than a few V\vur\. for
anxiety he had brought into his home. ' thon he will have learned how to use
.-\f(e{r you l'”'“",‘ to recover from the thes. wounding appendages or not to
confusion which it has caused you, to use them at all.
have your world tm_'n .’A‘snnlm(‘rsuult. In the meantime, let him work off
a'fe(-lmg of anger rises in your heart.' . excess energy and reduce the full-
What wicked children you have after ness in his blood vessels by & normal
:"”!' : & but not excessive amount of work and
.No. they are not wicked. They are by all wholesome sports.
simply passing through a change s0 ¢ (he very best
enormous Ihut» s('m‘(‘fﬂly an organ or & enogge " No exerci
blood vessel in their s the! sume extent a boy's temy
same as it was lil.‘( year. Some are fills his h('il"f \.‘,h a purer
| larger, u'_hvrs are smaller, d some He should under
are learning to perform entirely new ' 4,.. If his f
If your \\'vuvld ha. turned yith him about th
theirs fhlrrm-lni doctor to talk franki
series o 1anc

us

bodies

tand |
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one sommersault,
several and then
springs!
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dredweight, the cost of one hundred
pounds of pork on the oats an
group was $6.41, while with w
cost was $4.90 per hundred

Taking the higher grain value
vailing last year
the arbitrary costs used in this
and estimating low-grade wheat
$1.00 per bushel, oats at 43¢, and bar
i ley 80c¢, the cost of making gains on
the wheat ration would figure out at
| $7.62 per hundred pounds of pork, and  is a shelter » the young p
$8.90 per hundred pounds with the be kept s nd well supy
oats and barley ration. It should be guns resh air
remembered that in stating
costs the figures relate to the cost of
the gain made and did not include the
| cost of the pigs at birth of
{ maintaining sow), nor loss, labor and
interest on the money invested

Considering the average prices of
pork for the last three years in con
| junction with the average value of
wheat in which the grade has been re
}duc(-d by frost, it is apparent that the
| feeding of frozen wheat to stock is the
| best means by which the grower can
| effectively dispose of his damaged |
1\\'heat. -Experimental Farm Note. !
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spring pigs farrowed

early April. Without

buildings this is impracticable. Bre

ers find it necessary to have the

come about this time in ord

them large enough

mand.
Early

(cost fts,
Most

to have their
ih March or
good warm

for the
spring pigs ha everal
marked advantages. t
place there is usually more time ‘o
care for them in March or early April.
Pigs farrowed at this time are large
enough to begin to eat as soon as the
pastures are ready, and thus get the
longest possible season, or neariy
Not only can they make more use of
economical use of the feed, becaunse
they will be finished for market be-
fore cold weather sets in, when grains |
are more expensive. |
If these pigs are crowded, many of
| them can be marketed the last of
But music does not make any man ! October, and for the last ten years the
less of a man. In the ranks of the market for October has averaged
Allied Armies are hosts of musicians higher than for December. Without
and music lovers. Among those re-| 2 good house two litters a year cannot |
cently announced as having died from | be raised to advantage. This is be-
wounds received in action is Private cause the spring pigs must be put off
James Francis Adkins, the boy chor- | until so late that the fall litters do not |
ister of St. Paul's Cathedral, who |get well started before cold weather.
received the Cornation medal from | No.pigzer'y is fit for the purpose un-
King George for his sol singing ! less it admits direct sunlight to ghe
at His Majesty’s Coronation in West- | floor of every pen at the time the mx-:
minster Abbey. He was the son of | are  farrowed, furnishes plenty o
a church organist and himself an | fresh air, and provides for exercise in
organist at the time of his donuin¢|ﬂ1° open air.  Dryness, sunshine,
khaki. Examples of this sort which | warmth, fresh air, freedom from
are now numerous speak for them-|drafts, and exercise are important in
selved. . raising pigs.
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| Music Makes a Man No Less a Man. !

" Once in awhile you come across a

| man who thinks that to be an organist, |
!n soloist, or to attend symphony cop-
irerts and recitals is effeminate. His

attitude toward anything very musical |
is about the same as it is towards
“chokers,” monocles and spats. Of
| course there are plenty of boys in their
| teens who fee] that to have to practise
on the piano an hour every day leaves
{ them open to be dubbed a “sissy.”

£0.

Guiding Girl's Inatinet
to “Mother.”
By_Dr.wlf_em—-K. Sadler.

I believe the girl “wakes up” or
comes to” a bit earlier than does the
boy.
There seems to be an inherent in-/
stinct in the normal gir! to bear
sponsibilities earlier than ' the bo¥,
You have no doubt heard a neighbor)
make the remark: “Oh; my boys zavo)
no end of trouble—much more than
my girl.”

Now, Mother Nature is wise-in this,
for the real responsibilities of the
world—the real work of the earth, in'
fact the only work that really counts
—are those that are nursed and
nurtured, loved and labored for by
women. And so it is not to be won-
dered at that girls early begin to play
at motherhood—the real work and the
biggest wérk on earth.

No matter how big or how old a boy
may grow to be—I've been told that
this holds even cut in the trenches, out
in “no man's land” — his dying breath
is used to murmur the one word that
meant everything to_him when he cut
his finger, or as .a youth when his
pride was hurt, the word mother. And
so I repeat, no wonder that Mother
Nature links this inherent instinct
up with girls everywhere—that they
must love, nourish and cherish the
race!

A little bit of a girl unwittingly
assumes this responsibility and gets
obedience from her dolls, kitty, ete.,
and doesn’t hesitate Lo spank if they
And while they do
not understand it, nevertheless
true that just as it inbred in boys
to chase and hunt, so it is theirs to be
content with playing with make-be-
lieve hom -
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In pruning cut limbs close, so as to
leave no stub or knot. A protrdding
knot will not heal. A wound cut
close will allow the growing layer to
close over the wound.

Keeping out the burrs and having
the fleeces look as neat as possible
will make broader competition for the
stock, which means highes prices and
more money.

Manure was increased in value by
$4.48 annually for every thousand
pounds live weight of steers over that
recovered from animals standing on
earth floors in tests conducted at an
Experiment Station. In the experi-
ment 58 steers were fed. The cost of
concreting was about $4.50 a steer.
Two six-mdnths feeding periods would
therefore pay for the expense of the
conerete floors-

foods in
pounds




