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merely such a statement as any intelligent member of the body might offer, as 
containing its leading principles.

4. It is not intended that the following statement should be put forth with any 
Authority, or as a standard to which assent should be required.

6. Disallowing the utility of Creeds and Articles of religion as a bond of union, 
and protesting against subscription to any human formularies, as a term of com
munion, Congregationalists are yet willing to declare, for general information, 
what is commonly believed among them ; reserving to every one the most perfect 
liberty of conscience.

6. Upon some minor points of doctrine and practice, they, differing among 
themselves, allow to each other the right to form an unbiassed judgment of the 
word of God.

7. They wish it to be observed, that, notwithstanding their jealousy of sub
scription to Creeds and Articles, and their disapproval of the imposition of any 
human standard, whether of faith or discipline, they are far more agreed in 
their doctrines and practices than any church which enjoins subscription, and 
enforces a human standard of orthodoxy ; and they believe that there is no mini
ster and no church among them that would deny the substance of any one of the 
following doctrines of religion, though each might prefer to state his sentiments 
his own way.

PRINCIPLES OF RELIGION.
I. The Scriptures of the Old Testament, as received by the Jews, and the books 

of the New Testament, as received by the Primitive Christians from the Evan
gelists and Apostles, Congregational Churches believe to be divinely inspired, and 
of supreme authority. These writings, in the languages in which they were orig
inally composed, are to be consulted, by the aids of sound criticism, as a final 
appeal in all controversies ; but the common version they consider to be adequate 
to the ordinary purposes of Christian instruction and edification.

II. They believe in One God, essentially wise, holy, just, and good ; eternal, 
infinite, and immutable, in all natural and moral perfections ; the Creator, Sup
porter, and Governor of all beings, and of all things.

III. They believe that God is revealed in the Scriptures, as the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, and that to each are attributable the same Divine pro
perties and perfections. The doctrine of the Divine existence, as above stated, 
they cordially believe, without attempting fully to explain.

IV. They believe that man was created after the Divine image, sinless, and in 
his kind perfect.

V. They believe that the first man disobeyed the Divine command, fell from 
his state of innocence and purity, and involved all his posterity in the consequences 
of that fall.

VI. They believe that therefore all mankind are born in sin, and that a fatal 
inclination to moral evil, utterly incurable by human means, is inherent in every 
descendant of Adam.

VIL They believe that God having, before the foundation of the world, de
signed to redeem fallen man, made disclosures of his mercy, which were the 
grounds of faith and hope from the earliest ages.

VIII. They believe that God revealed more fully to Abraham the covenant of 
his grace ; and, having promised that from his descendants should arise the De
liverer and Redeemer of mankind, set that patriarch and his posterity apart, as a 
race specially favoured and separated to his service ; a peculiar church, formed 
and carefully preserved, under the Divine sanction and government, until the 
birth of the promised Messiah.

IX. They believe, that, in the fulness of the time, the Son of God was mani
fested in the flesh, being born of the Virgin Mary, but conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit ; and that our Lord Jesus Christ was both the Son of man, and
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