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labour which lice stretched before them. The power of the 
Gospel prosperously attacks and signally subdues the enemies 

. of Christ, a power which is apart from desolation and cruelty, 
and which exerts its sway over the empire of the mind, and 
establishes its peaceable and spiritual dominion over the pas- 

| sions of the heart.
Experience tests the utility of any system, and furnishes an 

• opportunity of rightly estimating the pretensions which are 
made, and the suitableness of the measures employed, for the 
accomplishment of the end. There are some measures which 
strike by their novelty, but fail to produce the effects boasted 

| of ; cautious and wary observers are not elated by their de- 
, velopement ; neither aro they cast down by their failures ; but
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^Encouragement still presents itself to tho friends of Mis­

sions, when looking over the widening field of Missionary

, for his valu- j yet are lacking of that patience and perseverance required to 
.Treasurers,prove its soundness, or to demonstrate its fallacy. Their mode 
oir importantof calculating upon the usefulness of a piece of machinery, or 

| the justice and suitableness of a political enactment, too fre- 
acretary andquently carries itself into the region of religious exertion j there 

are some who would bend religious institutions to their policy, 
which is often earthly and sensual ; who would form their 
judgment upon immediate results and present appearances, 
forgetting that in the Christian economy wo need faith as well 

j as works, and that there may be occasions when the issue does 
not accord with the expectation, as to the time, therefore we 
aro called upon to hâve confidence in the divine promise and 
blessing, as to tho future. The sowing time and the reaping 
time are distant. , We judge not of the value of a painting from 
the first rough sketch of the artist ; we wait till be has given 
it bis masterly touches ; and then, when light and shade arg 
scientifically blended together, we form our judgment of its 
beauty, and the workman’s skill. Nor ought we to pronounce 
the character ol a building by seeing the atone and the timber 
scattered promiscuously eround the place dug for its foundation, 
but wail till the architect has brought the whole to ■ conclusion.
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